
                     
 
 
What is Climate Summer? 
Over 7 weeks of the summer, 6 teams of 5 students each partner with communities around New 
England to help build a movement to move beyond fossil fuels.  The Climate Riders travel exclusively 
by bicycle.  They bring the energy and passion of youth to support local community efforts, raise 
awareness, work as volunteers, and provide opportunities to connect local, state and national efforts.  
Communities welcome them, provide volunteer service opportunities, share their knowledge and 
experience, and use their visit as an opportunity to build local capacity.   
 
 
 
Why Climate Summer? 
We know about the many threats posed by the burning of 
fossil fuels, yet as a society, we continue to burn them at 
unprecedented rates and endangering the health and life of 
people and the planet.  Countless leaders across New 
England are increasing the resilience of their communities and 
striving to decrease their dependence on fossil fuels.  These 
efforts do not receive as much physical support or media 
exposure as they deserve, and they are not as connected as they could be to each other and to state 
and national efforts. Young people are eager to find ways to dedicate themselves meaningfully to the 
cause, and the summer is an ideal opportunity to do just that. 
 
 
 
What will Climate Riders do in my community? 
Each team spends approximately one week in each 
community, connecting with people through organizational 
and community meetings, volunteer work, and special 
events. They meet with community leaders to learn best 
practices and lend a hand to local projects.  Their fresh 
faces and great stories engage people in new ways.  
Community members who have worked with climate 
summer teams in past years have often been inspired by 
the riders’ visit to take new or further action and increase 
their involvement in the movement.    
 
 



 
 
 
Together, students and communities are building a movement to move beyond fossil fuels! 
As they travel from town to town, they cross-pollinate and spotlight initiatives regionally, connect 
diverse constituencies, get featured in local press and raise awareness, while training to become 
leaders in the climate movement.  The experience of meeting and speaking with community members 
and leaders, doing outreach, organizing meetings, living in small teams 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 
and biking approximately 1000 miles each, has proven to be an extremely effective training ground for 
riders who deepen their commitment to the issues and learn skills that they use as they become climate 
leaders on their campuses and communities.  Here’s a short video produced by a local TV station in 
Massachusetts interviewing Climate Summer 2009 riders about why they participated in the program 
and what they learned from it: 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4c93Ds8bh3w 
 

Together, we can build  a powerful movement to move beyond fossil fuels!  Join us! 
 

 


