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TOWN OF RUTLAND
PLANNING COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES

Thursday, February 15, 2018
Rutland Town Municipal Hall
Open Meeting 7:00 P.M. 

Members Present: Barbara-Noyes-Pulling, Fred Nicholson, Jerry Stearns, Dick Lloyd, John Snee, Norman Cohen, Andrew McKane via skype


· Ms. Pulling called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M. with the Pledge of Allegiance. 


Approval of Agenda:

Mr. Nicholson moved to accept.  Mr. Lloyd seconded the motion.  Mr. Cohen moved to remove the Town of Bennington Energy Plan Lawsuit from the agenda.  Mr. Nicholson seconded the motion and asked for a reason.  Mr. Cohen stated his feeling is that it is too early to learn anything from these early allegations.   Ms. Pulling stated that in light of the lawsuit the Commission needs to be transparent and non-arbitrary with the Town’s Energy Plan. Motion passed unanimously and the item was removed.    


Public Comment:

Ms. Pulling introduced Administrative Assistant to the Select Board Mr. Bill Sweet who talked about his background in the Town.   


New Business:

See above 








Old Business:

Draft Energy Plan:

The Commission reviewed an email from Mr. Dan Potter of The state of Vermont regarding his comments of the Draft Energy Plan.  Mr. Potter stated in his email that his review isn’t complete. 
 Mr. Nicholson suggested not mapping Preferred Sites but create a list of conditions that would constitute a Preferred Site which would prevent re-opening the Town Plan every time a landowner wants to develop an energy project on their property.  Ms. Pulling stated the Commission should decide how to keep the process open-ended.  

The Commission looked at five parcels in Current Use on the Thomas and Denardo farms and discussed if there should be exceptions on taking them out of Current Use and changing them to Preferred Sites for renewable energy.  Mr. Nicholson stated the Commission has no control whether or not a parcel is in Current Use and any landowner can petition to take their land out of Current Use.  The Commission considered soil quality, visibility and potential.  Mr. Stearns asked if there is language of Preferred Sites the Commission can tap into.  

Ms. Pulling stated that there may be a parcel(s) that are in the Town Plan’s Viewsheds and does the Commission want to make an exception.  The Commission considered taking Current Use out of the Renewable Energy Plan.  Mr. Nicholson said Current Use is not a constraint.  

Mr. Stearns asked about a Viewshed Analysis.  Ms. Pulling stated an additional option would be for a class at Middlebury College to perform an analysis for the Town.  Mr. Cohen questioned the substantial deference weight it would have with the Public Service Department (PSD).  

Mr. Nicholson moved to strike Current Use as a constraint.  Mr. Stearns seconded the motion.  Mr. Cohen moved to table the motion until the Commission hears from the PSB.  Mr. Nicholson informed Mr. Cohen the motion has been made and seconded and he can’t make another motion.  After discussion motion passed 4-2: Ms. Pulling, Mr. Nicholson, Mr. Snee and Mr. Lloyd voting in the positive and Mr. Steans and Mr. Cohen voting in the negative.  


Thomas Preferred Sites: 

Ms. Pulling explained to the Commission the two options for solar developers: The Commission can put a preferred area in the Town Plan or an individual may obtain a letter from the Town and the Rutland Regional Planning Commission designating an area as a preferred site for State Net Metering.  Mr. Nicholson moved to offer the Thomas’ a Preferred Site designation on sites one, two and three in the form of a letter.  Mr. Stearns seconded the motion.  Mr. Cohen moved to amend the motion to apply only to the Thomas’ property sites of one and three.  There was no second to the motion.  After discussion motion passed 5-1: Ms. Pulling, Mr. Nicholson, Mr. Stearns, Mr. Lloyd, Mr. Snee voting in the positive and Mr. Cohen voting in the negative.  

Denardo Preferred Sites:

Mr. Nicholson will ask Mr. Denardo which site(s) he would prefer and bring the information to the Commission.  


US Business Route 4 Study:

Ms. Pulling asked Mr. Sweet if the Town can set up a File Transfer Protocol Site (Dropbox) for the Commission to review the Bike/Pedestrian Path Studies that are too large to be emailed.  Ms. Pulling cited the Smart Growth Study that divides the recommendations into three categories-economic development, transportation and land use. Ms. Pulling asked the Commission if it would be more manageable to look at every recommendation separately.  After discussion it was decided the Commission would review each Study and discuss the approach at the next meeting.   


Announcements/News:

Ms. Pulling stated at the last Select Board meeting she talked about the Bennington Law Suit mentioned above as well as getting quarterly financial reports from the Town Treasurer.  

Mr. Nicholson reported on the Vermont Climate Action Committees Meeting Workshop he attended in Montpelier, VT on February 15, 2018. 


Approval of Minutes, January 25, 2018:

The Commission decided to postpone approving the minutes until the next meeting.  


Mr. Stearns moved to adjourn.  Mr. Cohen Seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 8:37 P.M. 
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