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The Circle        
Rutland Town’s Link  between School and Community 

By Carol Bam 
 

It’s October, and the Select Board will initiate 
the process of drafting a budget for town resi-
dents to vote on in March. “Work begins at the 
committee level,” explains Chairman Josh Teren-
zini. Two board members meet with each depart-
ment head to review recurring department     
expenses as well as weigh new proposals for 
next year. “This is when the heavy lifting gets 
done. We always invite town residents for their 
input. Now is the time for those with opinions on 
what the town should focus on next year to talk 
to a board member or department official and 
express your views.”  

The next phase in November and December 
brings review of each municipal budget (General, 
Fire, Highway, Police and Recreation) by the full 
Select Board, an in depth process between the 
board, department heads and the Treasurer’s 
office. Terenzini expects all budgets to be re-
viewed, tweaked and approved by Christmas. 
They will be presented to the public on Pre-Town 
Meeting night at the end of January. 

For the last six months, the local firm Image 
Setters has been working with Administrative 
Assistant Bill Sweet and Select Board members, 
Terenzini and Mary Ashcroft to upgrade the town 
website. It debuted in late September, “offering a 
more technologically advanced, user friendly and 
interactive platform. You can access most forms, 
pay property taxes online with a credit card, read  
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FROM PRINCIPAL DEBORAH RODOLFY  
 

Thank you so much to all of the people who 
have been so welcoming since I began my 
new position as Co-Principal at Rutland Town 
School this summer. I am fortunate to know 
many of you from my previous positions as 
Chemistry Teacher at Rutland High School 
and as Principal at Proctor Jr/Sr High School.  

I am very excited to have brought my career full circle to be a 
principal at a Pre-K to eight school since that is where I began 
my career in education.   

Along with the teachers, staff, and my Co-Principal Sarah 
Tetzlaff, I will work hard to continue the reputation of success 
established at RTS by building strong relationships with par-
ents, students and community partners. We will focus on the 
Learner-Centered Model, proficiency-based learning, and the 
use of data to drive instruction so that we can continue to pro-
mote the achievement of all of our learners. 

We welcome new faculty members to RTS this year and 
look forward to the new ideas and excitement that our new 
teachers and staff will bring to our school: 

 

 4th Grade: Jennifer Chapdelaine 
 5th Grade, ELA and SS: Marisa Kiefaber 
 6th Grade, Math & Science: Bayley Sanders 
 Library Media Specialist: Kelly McGee 
 Middle School Math: Ryan Connors 
 Middle School Science: Noah Hurlburt 
 Maintenance Director: Ryan DeCicco 
 Paraeducator: Erinn Fortune 

 

Once again, I am so thankful to have the opportunity to 
bring all that I have experienced and learned with me to your 
wonderful school community. I look forward to getting to know 
you and your children. Please don’t hesitate to stop by or call 
if you have any questions. You may call me directly at the 
school at 775-0566 x4003. 

 

Transfer Station Reminder 
 

 
Bring old paint, used oil, aerosol cans, household clean-
ers, old gasoline, batteries, pesticides and other chemicals 
for FREE and SAFE disposal. We will NOT be accepting 
fluorescent bulbs. Many retailers in the area accept them 
on a daily basis free of charge. 
 

1 ~ The yard waste dump site and 
Northwood Park walking trails will be closed due to   
timber cutting in the park  

(Continued on Page 6)  
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RTS Welcomes New Staff 
 

In addition to Co-Principal Rodolfy, there are 8 new staff 
members at Here statements.  

Ryan Connors:  I am really excited to have an oppor-
tunity to teach in such a great community! This year, I will 
be working as the 7th and 8th grade math teacher. This is 
my 10th year as a math teacher, and will be my second in 
the state of Vermont. Before entering the teaching profes-
sion, I worked for several years as market research analyst. 
I was born and attended school in Pennsylvania, but al-
ways wished I could live in Vermont. When I am not 
teaching, I love to snowboard, kayak, hike and bike.   

Marisa Kiefaber:  I teach 5th grade English Language 
Arts and Social Studies. I grew up in Vermont and went to 
school here, at Rutland Town School! I am thoroughly 
enjoying my days with the 5th graders and inspiring staff. 
When I am not teaching, you can find me hiking, biking, 
skiing, or catching up with my friends. I am excited to be  
a member of the Rutland Town community and look for-
ward to the year ahead!  

Noah Hurlburt:  So far , I am having an absolute ball at 
RTS! From teaching 7/8 science, to coaching the cross 
country team, (Go Chargers!) the year is off to a great 
start. My prior experience has been 7-12, so the focus on 
7/8 is new to me, and very exciting! This marks year 23 
for me in the classroom, and I still find the wonder, ener-
gy, and excitement of my students the best part of my job. 
When not in school, I am usually found wandering in the 
mountains, pedaling nowhere in particular, watching my 
teen sons run races, or in the kitchen experimenting with 
yet another new recipe.  

Theresa Sunderland:  I have been very excited to be at 
Rutland Town since May as a long term substitute for Mrs. 
Cassarino.  I have been teaching Spanish for over 15 years 
and I love bringing new ideas and ways of teaching to the 
classroom. In college I studied Spanish in Michigan and 
then studied in Seville, Spain. I will be with the students 
until November 2nd when we welcome Mrs. Cassarino 
back! I will then transition to Barstow Memorial School to 
teach middle school Spanish.  My husband, David, and I 
have four children and enjoy supporting our kids in their 
extracurricular activities. I love coaching, watching my 

daughters play field hockey and being outdoors.   

Jenn Chapdelaine:  I am very excited to be part of the 
Rutland Town School family! I am a graduate of Castleton 
University and I’m currently working towards a master’s 
degree. This is my 12th year teaching. I have had the 
pleasure to teach not only 4th grade but 5th and 6th as 
well. I look forward to an exciting school year and collab-
orating with my students! My interests include gardening, 
cooking, photography and spending time with my family. I 
live in Fair Haven with my husband and son.    

Kelly McGee:  Hello from the library! After 15 years as a 
School Librarian in West Michigan I am thrilled to be 
working with you all at the Rutland Town School. My 
wife and I both graduated from Castleton University and 
look forward to many new adventures in the country with 
our two boys, Luke and Evan. This is going to be a great 
year!” 

Erinn Fortune:   I moved here from Calais, Maine.  I 
have an Associate’s Degree in Early Childhood Education 
and have a Behavioral Health Professional certification.  I 
am currently working on my Bachelor's Degree in Educa-
tion.  I have worked with children in the school setting for 
the past three and half years and in the daycare setting for 
three years. I look forward to getting to know the students 
at RTS! 

Ryan DeCicco:  I am excited about beginning my first 
year at Rutland Town School. While it is only my first 
year here, it marks my eighteenth in the field of facility 
and construction management.  My experience includes 
many years in both the public and private sector, as well as 
owning a building management company in New York 
City. My goal is to use my previous experience as a back-
drop for introducing new cleaning techniques and mainte-
nance practices. With this goal in mind, I look forward to 
leading the RTS Maintenance Department in a more effi-
cient direction, while continuing to ensure a clean and safe 
environment for all of our students and staff members.  
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Rutland Town School Board News   
    

Welcome back to school, Students, Parents and 
Staff! 
 

We are pleased to welcome Ms. Deborah Rodolfy, our 
new Co-Principal who joined our team on July 1.  She 
will work side by side with Sarah Tetzlaff, who holds 
the parallel Co-Principal position this year. 
 

Ms. Rodolfy is a strong leader with a proven track rec-
ord in teaching and leadership. She has instructed ele-
mentary, middle and high school students. She served in 
various teacher leadership roles, and most recently 
served  as Principal of Proctor Jr/Sr High School. 
 

She has devoted 30 years to education as teacher and 
school principal. Ms. Rodolfy remarked “I am excited 
to assume the role of Co-Principal at Rutland Town 
School. Our school has an excellent reputation for high 
expectations of their students which I look forward to 
supporting. I believe that creating and fostering rela-
tionships is the best way to improve both learning and 
teaching. I look forward to working with Sarah and am 
confident that together we can continue the transforma-
tive work that Rutland Town School has begun.” 
 

Our Board looks forward to working closely with our  
administrative team in support of our students as they 
grow and develop in preparation for their future school-
ing and careers. Please take a moment to stop in and 
visit   Ms. Rodolfy or reach out to her by email at     
deborah.rodolfy@grcsu.org . 
 

Thank you for your continuing support of Rutland 
Town School. 
 

Warm Regards, 
Your School Board 
 

Matt Branchaud, Chair 
Lyn Gallipo, Vice Chair/Clerk 
Nicole Peck McPhee, Member 
Korrine Rodrigue, Member 
Sharon Russell, Member 

 

The Planning Commission Wants to know 

 What’s Your Favorite View  

in Rutland Town?  
 

By Barbara Noyes Pulling, Commission Chair  
 

The Rutland Town Planning Commission has a 
favor to ask of you. We have a straight forward two 
question survey for you to take to help us determine 
which of our scenic areas, sometimes referred to as 
viewsheds, are most valuable to residents. Although 
it’s a short survey, we would like you to give some 
thought to why these vistas are important to you. 

The current town plan lists 20 scenic sites. We’d 
like to know which ones you cherish the most and 
what is it about these views make them aesthetically 
pleasing to you.   

This survey is open to any resident of the town. 
You can find it three ways: at this link  https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/PQYKNFC , via the QR 
code below using your mobile phone, or by going to 
the town website at com.  

This survey will be available through October 30, 
2018. After that we’ll com-
pile the results and provide 
you an update. We also will 
be discussing the results at 
future Planning Commission 
and Select Board meetings 
and  will use the results in 
making future development 
decisions. 

Thank you so much! 

mailto:deborah.rodolfy@grcsu.org
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PQYKNFC
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PQYKNFC
https://www.rutlandtown.com/a-home-2/various/
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Rutland Town Senior Corner  
By James B. Hall, VP and Treasurer 
 

The Cheney Hill Seniors have been busy this summer. June 
saw a trip to Woodstock Senior Center with lunch and a tour of 
the Billings/Rockefeller Estate which is now a National Park, 
thanks to the vision of Laurence Rockefeller and his wife. This 
was a very enjoyable  outing. 

July was enjoyed as well by all who attended the Northwood 
cookout provided by the Rutland Town Rec Dept. Mike Rowe 
and his staff at the pool served up a great lunch and the young 
folks did a super job in waiting on the older generation. Thank 
you Mike for this great outing! 

August and September meetings were at Seward’s Restau-
rant. On October 10 we will take a trip up the mountain on the 
Gondola. November will be at home station at Seward’s and 
work is underway on the holiday meal which will be at The Cen-
ter Rutland Fire Station for the second time. This will held be on 
December 11. 

The budget for 2019-20 has been sent to the Select Board 
for their review and action. Expenses being somewhat less than 
projected for a couple of years, has resulted in our request for 
less funds from the Town for 2019-20.  We thank everyone for 
support and participation in efforts of the past year. 

VOTER INFORMATION for NOVEMBER 6  
 

 Vermont allows Same Day voter registration  
 New voters are required to show a valid driver’s    

license and/or or provide the last four digits of 
their social security number.  Voters must be 18 
years old on or before November 6, 2018.      

 You can also register online at the VT 

of State site .  

 However, if you register online the day before the 
election or on Election Day, your application may 
not be processed and your name may not appear 
on the checklist and you may be asked to fill out 
another  application at the polls. To be sure your 
name appears on the checklist, please register by 
the Friday before the election, November 2.  

Absentee Ballots are available now.  Request one 
by filling out an official request form online or at 
the Town Office. Ballots can be picked up in per-
son (by the voter only) or sent to you.  Completed 
ballots must be dropped off at the Town Office by 
the close of the office Mon.  

.   

 Vote Tuesday, November 6, from 7 7
Residents living on the east side of Route 7 vote at 
Rutland Town School; west side residents vote  
downstairs at the Town Office. 

 Call the Town Office at 773-2528 for more info. 
  

From Town Clerk and Treasurer  
By Kirsten Hathaway 

 

Happy Fall Everyone!  Just a reminder to everyone 
that the Clerk’s Office hours are: 

Mon. Wed .and Thurs. 8:00 - 4:30pm 
Tuesday  8:00 - 6:00   
Friday  8:00 - 2:00  
 

These times are also listed on the top of your tax 
bills if you happen to forget, as well as on our newly 
revamped town website www.rutlandtown.com.  

As always, please feel free to contact us if we can 
be of assistance to you at 773-2528.  

We had a great turn out for our Primary Election in 
August, and we look forward to seeing you at the polls 
on Tuesday, November 6. 

LOCAL CANDIDATES 
 

For 3 State Senate seats Rutland County: 

Brian Collamore (R) (incumbent), Greg Cox (D), 

Scott Garren (D), Cheryl Hooker (D), Edward Larson 
(R ), and James McNeil (R)    

Rutland Town Representative: Tom Terenzini (R ), 
incumbent, running unopposed.  

Rutland County Probate Judge:  Karl Anderson (R )
Andrew Costello (D) and Nicholas Michael (I).  

Candidates Collamore, McNeil and Anderson are from 
Rutland Town.  

View the full list of candidates at the Vermont Secre-
tary of State’s Office website: https://www.sec.state. 
vt.us/elections/candidates.aspx 

https://www.olvr.sec.state.vt.us/
http://www.rutlandtown.com
https://www.sec.state.vt.us/elections/candidates.aspx
https://www.sec.state.vt.us/elections/candidates.aspx
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This past summer some green stormwater prac-
tices were installed at Rutland Town School to help 
mitigate the effects of direct stormwater runoff.  A 
small rain garden was installed in front of the library, a 
stormwater bio-retention area was installed in front of 
the cafeteria near the flag pole, a stormwater infiltra-
tion trench was installed along the lower parking lot, 
and a stormwater detention area was installed in the 
island in front of the school. (See pictures on page 6.) 

The project was mostly funded through an Ecosys-
tem Restoration Program grant administered by the 
Rutland Natural Resources Conservation District. Con-
struction was done by the highway department. Marcia 
Baron, Lynn Ryan, Linda Mullin and Carol Bam provid-
ed help with planting the rain garden and the bio-
retention area. Their help was greatly appreciated. 

As we approach winter I would give a firm remind-
er to those who put obstacles ( basketball hoops, flow-
ers, fences, etc.) in the right-of-way or in the road way 
to remove them. The Town will not be responsible for 
any damage that may occur to these obstacles at any 
time of the year. These obstacles have caused dam-
age in the past to town and contractor vehicles. 

 

  Road Notes  
   from Byron Hathaway, 

            Road Commissioner 

Planning for a Pocket Park  

At Mead’s Falls   
By Mary Ashcroft 

 

In March of 1770, James Mead relocated his family, 
their livestock and all their household goods from Man-
chester, Vermont to his newly purchased lands near the 
falls on Otter Creek in Center Rutland. The journey took 
three days.  Mead expected to move into the log cabin he 
had built the previous autumn, but found the structure had 
lost its roof and provided little shelter. Instead, the family 
found lodging in the wigwam of a party of Caughnawaga 
natives who were camping near the falls.    

Marvel and Donald Swan recorded in their book   
Early Families of Rutland, Vermont, that over the next 
several years Mead built a tavern, a frame house, a 
sawmill and a grist mill, the latter two powered by the 
cascading waters of the falls. Because Mead was active in 
the American Revolutionary War, serving as colonel of 
the Third Regiment of Militia, he allowed Fort Ranger to 
be built on his land in 1778.  

On September 20, 2018, 248 years after the Meads’ 
arrival, a very different group visited the historic falls. 
They were exploring the idea of creating a “pocket park” 
on the southwest side of Otter Creek near the end of Si-
mons Avenue, across from Johnson Energy.  The group 
included Rutland Town Select Board members Josh Ter-
enzini and Mary Ashcroft, Town Planning Commission 
members Barbara Noyes Pulling and Dick Lloyd, Road 
Commissioner Byron Hathaway, Green Mountain Power 
Company representatives Geno Balestra and John 
Greenan, Simons Avenue neighbors Sharron Jozwiak, 
Heather Ruelke and Keith McIntyre, Town Administrator 
Bill Sweet, and Mark Youngstrom of Otter Creek Engi-
neering.  Mark had created a concept plan for the site 
which showed the group proposed locations of picnic  
tables and benches, parking, walking paths, site markers 
and signage, and other features.    

Rutland Town owns what used to be a road right of 
way running straight off the sharp turn in Simons Avenue 
to the edge of Otter Creek where an old bridge, long since 
demolished, crossed the Creek. This bridge was upstream 
of and roughly parallel to the existing Business Route 4 
bridge used today. The group followed footpaths trodden 
by fisherfolk and other visitors to the falls.  One path led 
to the water’s edge where fishing is reputed to be very 
good at the base of the falls. Another path led to an over-
look where Heather Ruelke remembered seeing waters 
from Tropic Storm Irene lap at the top edge of the old 
road’s pavement. She recalled that the falls were nearly 
hidden beneath the churning Irene floodwaters.  Sharron 
Jozwiak led the group to “the beach”, a sandy spit com-
plete with firepit made out of scraps of marble quarried 
nearby. A canoe or kayak launched here would have clear 
paddling to the falls at Proctor, noted GMP’s Greenan.  

Excepting land owned by the Town of Rutland, the 
land on either side of Otter Creek in this area belongs to 
Green Mountain Power Company which still operates a 
hydro power facility at Mead’s Falls. GMP is in the pro-
cess of relicensing this plant with the Federal Energy 

Regulatory Commission. Public use and access is a part of 
the relicensing review.  GMP representatives and town of-
ficials discussed the possibility of a cooperative venture to 
create a pocket park and improve public access to Otter 
Creek with its recreational potential. The idea is not new, 
GMP officials brought along a 17 year old plan for a simi-
lar park at this location.   

Mark Youngstrom and others at Otter Creek Engineer-
ing are donating their time to continue work on designs for 
a park at Mead’s Falls. Youngstrom’s next step will be to 
complete concept plans, then provide detailed cost esti-
mates to the town.  Town officials will then have exhibits 
and numbers to take to grant funders and to the voters to 
see if a park at Mead’s Falls might become a reality—
maybe even in time to celebrate the 250th anniversary of the 
Meads’ arrival in our town. 
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board minutes, view updates and calendar items,”  said Terenzini.  Residents can participate too. Bill Sweet invites you to send pho-
tos. “We plan to display photos taken by local residents. We are looking for pictures from around the town. They should be in land-
scape format at 4 MP or greater.” Photos will be displayed and periodically rotated with new ones. 

 The 5 year renovation plan of Town Hall continues. The exterior was power washed and building trim painted by local painter 
Paul  Racine. Already accomplished were a facelift to the Board room, installing new carpet, bringing the two restrooms into ADA 
compliance, adding energy efficient windows and heat pumps, and moving walls to 
create quarters for the Police Department. The next major target will be the Clerk/
Treasurer’s office. Modernization plans will offer greater security for employees and 
improve access to town records for the public, including a computer station for parale-
gals to research titles. 

A brainchild of the Smart Growth Study conducted with West Rutland a few years 
ago may soon come to fruition with the creation of a pocket park at Mead’s Falls in 
Center Rutland. (See article by Mary Ashcroft on page 5) The study identified ways to 
improve the look, function and recreational potential of the Route 4 corridor between 
the two towns. The park will showcase the beauty of the falls and create a more inviting 
entry into Rutland Town.   

Also on business Route 4, the two smaller buildings of what was Flory Plaza were 
demolished and the land seeded and mown. The larger structure remains. The Select 
Board is “encouraged by the progress so far” and has mandated that the vacant build-
ing be secured and the property maintained while the Flory family determines their next 
steps either to revamp what is there or sell the property. 

The Select Board has pulled the plug on the proposed service road to run from 
Aldi’s through Randbury Rd. to behind Green Mountain Plaza. After considering a cou-
ple of versions of the road, even the smaller project was estimated to cost  $2 million 
for permitting, construction and land acquisition. And studies indicated that a priority of 
the service road to alleviate traffic pressure on the parallel section of Route 7 would not 
be met. In a 3-2 vote, the Board decided to nix the project.  

The Select Board strives to be proactive in marketing the assets of Rutland Town. 
Over the next couple of months they will develop a ‘resume’ highlighting local features 
in order to attract investment by businesses with a national footprint. The document 
would be a fact sheet of demographic data, such as age, education, income, property 
tax rates; info of interest to commercial developers such as water and sewer availabil-
ity; nearby recreational options and other assets. The Board plans to send the info 
packet to the top 100 retailers and restaurants nationwide.   

 

(Town News ~ Continued from Page 1) 

Stormwater Reduction in the East Creek 

Watershed By Nanci McGuire (RNRCD) 
 

The Rutland Natural Resources Conservation District 
(RNRCD) received funding through a Natural Resources Con-
servation Council (NRCC) Block Grant to implement Green 
Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI) practices at the Rutland 
Town School.  A total of 1.25 acres of impervious surface, 
mostly parking lot, are treated by the project. The practices 
were designed by Enman-Kesselring Consulting Engineers 
and include rock swales (Figure 1), rain gardens (Figures 2 
and 3), and (Figure 4) infiltration trench.   

The goal of this project is to treat and infiltrate storm-
water runoff onsite thereby reducing the total volume and 
peak flow rates of stormwater runoff to the East Creek.  East 
Creek is listed in the State of VT 2012 List of Priority Surface 
Waters Outside the Scope of Clean Water Act Section 303(d) 
Part C., Surface Waters In Need of Further Assessment for 
both sediment and temperature. Not only is this project instru-
mental in improving water quality, but it also provides a re-
source for learning at the school.  
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RTS Monthly Character Program 

By Melissa Theis, Guidance Counselor 
 

Rutland Town School is working hard not just to build great 
students academically, but to also build good citizens. Each 
month we will focus on a character trait that will help students 
be good neighbors and citizens. We will host monthly assem-
blies to demonstrate that month’s character trait and recognize 
those students who demonstrated the previous month’s trait.  

Before the assembly, adults in the building and parents look 
for students exhibiting the character trait focused on for that 
month. The adults will fill out a shape of the month with how  
the student demonstrated the character trait of the month. The 
shape will then be hung under the Superhero cape by the     
cafeteria for the whole school to see. Then, at the beginning    
of the next month a school-wide assembly will spotlight those 
classes and students for the great work they were seen doing 
and to educate students about the next month’s character trait. 

Two or three students from each classroom who excel in the 
character trait of the month will be also recognized as “Student 
of the Month.” Parents of selected Students of the Month are 
invited to the assembly. It is an opportunity to teach character 
and build unity within the school. The whole school comes to-
gether and leaves excited about a new month of practicing 
good behavior. 

 It’s not just about awards, though. We want to pump the 
students up with school spirit as well. We will sing our school 
song, celebrate the month’s birthdays, do games and chants, 
and have a skit prepared to introduce the new character trait.   

After the assembly, classroom teachers will read a picture 
book or complete an activity during the month that helps kids 
understand what the character trait would look and feel like. 
This leads to class discussions and helps teachers know how to 
reinforce the character trait in their classrooms.  

How to Do Your Best 

 

 

 

 

 

News From the Rec 

By Director Mike Rowe 
 

The summer season at the pool was a huge success with 
over 10,000 people visiting our pool. The town wide celebration 
day was a big hit, with lots to people in attendance. A sincere 
thank you to all who made this day memorable for our town. 
Let’s go bigger and better next year! The senior luncheon at the 
pool also had a nice turnout this summer. I would like to thank 
the lifeguards for another great season at the pool.  

The fall is off to a great start with our youth soccer teams 
competing in the city soccer league. We greatly appreciate the 
parents who have stepped up to coach the kids this fall.  

The annual town Halloween Party will be held at RTS 
Tuesday Oct. 30 from 5:00-7:00. Bring the kids out for candy, 
games, raffles, food and lots of fun.   

Basketball sign ups will start the last week of October 
so please be on the look out for notices.   

Our Holiday Party with the seniors will be held Dec 11  
at the Joseph Denardo Fire Station in Center Rutland, more info 
to follow.   

Please note that the park walking trails will be closed in 
November due to timber cutting at Northwood. If you have 
any questions, just give me a call at 779-2518. Have a great fall. 
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Music Update By Aaron Audet, Director of Instrumental Music 
 

Rutland Town School Band is off to another great start this year. In 4th thru 
8th grade we have 100 students playing instruments this year. That is an 
amazing number!  T Jazz is off to a good start. It is one of the most well bal-
anced bands, instrument - wise, I have ever taught. The only instruments we 
are missing are two trumpet players and the group would be perfect.  

 We are looking for more kids to sign up for M Jazz, the beginning 
group for jazz music.  We need more players from the 5th and 6th grade. 
We meet every Monday and Wednesday morning 7am for practice.  If your 
child is on the fence about joining, come check it out. We play a lot of fun 
music and participating in this group improves the students’ ability to 
play. It's also the feeder group for T Jazz. 

We are very excited for the Halloween Parade this year. Our theme is 
"Star Wars", and we will dress up as Siths in black cloaks. We will be per-
forming Darth Vader’s theme "The Imperial March" as we march.  

 

October 18 we will be hosting a spaghetti dinner fundraiser from     
6-8 pm.  We are trying to raise money for another NYC trip in the spring 
to see the show "Wicked."  This money will also help offset the cost of the 
Halloween Parade costumes. During the spaghetti dinner we will have per-
formances by a few students, and the Chorus. The headliner will be local 
musician Duane Carleton. He will play an acoustic set between 7- 8pm. I'm 
looking forward to another great year in music at Rutland Town School. 
 

From Friends of Music By Brook Duffy, President 
 

More on the Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser, Thursday, October 18  
Enjoy a night of incredible food, company, and music with Duane Carleton, 
the new voice of rural America who showcases around Vermont and New 
England. He is the winner of several awards, “Tammy Award for Best Rock,” 
“Best Guitarist” by Cider Mag as well as the “Lifetime Achievement Award.”    

The night will also feature Aaron Audet, RTS music and chorus students 
while enjoying an Italian meal all to support the music program at RTS. 

Tickets can be purchased at the door for $12 (1), $20 (2), $40 (family 
4+).  Extra hands are helpful for set up, kitchen preparations, and clean up.  
If interested please contact brookeduffy@yahoo.com for details. 

 

Consider a direct contribution to the Rutland Town School FOM. 
Please send or drop off your contribution to “RTS Friends of Music” 1621 Post 
Rd., Rutland Town, VT  05701 

Below are suggested levels: $5/Student; $10/Adult; $25/Friend; $50/
Family; $150/BusinessSponsor; $250/Sustaining Sponsor.  We welcome all 
and look forward to a musically inspired event! Thank you, 

 

 Brooke Duffy, President    
 Karie Shelton, Secretary   Gina Kelley Treasurer 
 
 

The Rutland Town School Friends of Music is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization. 
Your contribution is tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.  

The RTS Garden Group,   
 

mailto:brookeduffy@yahoo.com
mailto:barron55@comcast.net
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Preschool  News   
By Shawn Dubois 

 

We have had a very exciting start to our school year!  
We have been enjoying our new sandbox funded by 
the Rotary Club.  We have also been harvesting pro-
duce from our garden.  We currently have cherry 
tomatoes, ground cherries and peppers. 

I recently completed child contracts with my pre-
schoolers and they have some great ideas about 
what we should learn about this year. They want to 
learn about the sun, cheetahs, animals in our forests 
and people in our community to name a few. I am so 
excited to start researching, documenting and ex-
ploring these topics with them. 

 
 

Support Our Class Project  
We are trying to get more kid friendly technology into 
our preschool classroom. My children this year are 
very interested in observing and documenting what 
is around them and we think that some VTech cam-
eras will be a great help to our goal of getting  to 
know our school community better.  

Our plan is to come up with 3 interview ques-
tions and to have each child and his family interview 
a staff member in our school. Part of this plan will be 
for the child to photograph the staff member he/she 
chooses. We will then put all of our data together to 
create a school book. 

To facilitate this project I have set up a Donors 

Choose account to acquire some VTech cameras 
for the children to use. Donors Choose is an organi-
zation that has been supporting teachers and stu-
dents since 2000. DonorsChoose.org makes it 
easy for anyone to help a classroom in need. Public 
school teachers from every corner of America create 
classroom project requests, and you can give any 
amount to the project that inspires you.  

If you are interested in supporting our project, 
please use this link:  bit.ly/2PSDqYm.  

If you want more info please contact me at 
shawn.dubois@grcsu.org. 

FOUR WINDS  

NATURE PROGRAM 
By Susan Cooley,  

 

Back to school means back to nature for K-5 students 
at RTS.  ‘Earth’ is the name game Four  
Nature Program this year. The goal of this unit is to help 
students gain an understanding of the Earth itself – the 
ground beneath our feet, the air we breathe, the water that 
fills our lakes, streams and oceans and all the living things 
that share our planet.  Keywords for this exploration?  Geo-
sphere, hydrosphere, biosphere, oh my!  We begin the year 
looking at the Earth’s geosphere when we study rocks and 
erosion, at the atmosphere when we study the blanket of air 
that surrounds us, and at the hydrosphere when we study 
the water cycle, winds, clouds, and weather.    

In September we studied the sun, the engine that pow-
ers Earth’s major systems. In Sunlight and Shadow we 
learned how and why we experience day and night and the 
seasons, and considered how sunlight supplies the energy 
for photosynthesis, fuels the water cycle, and provides the 
right conditions for life. In October, Erosion will study the 
process that has shaped and formed the Earth’s landforms 
over time by wearing away and carrying away rocks, soil, 
sand, and sediments, and depositing them in new places. 
We’ll look at how gravity, water, wind, and ice change the 
land, and human impact as well. November’s class Rocks 
and Minerals, will focus on the Ear th’s crust, looking at 
rocks and learning how they’ve been formed and reformed, 
and at what can fossils tell us about the past.  

The winter and spring will find us learning more and 
more about the biosphere of our amazing planet, EARTH... 

Volunteers and students will continue to explore 
EARTH in this hands-on, classroom program.  Volunteers, 
parents and friends of learning, are trained each month by 
Four Winds Nature Institute staff.  They then team teach an 
hour long program in the K-5 classrooms. Experiments, 
workstation projects, and outdoor scavenging are among 
the activities enjoyed by students. This program would not 
be possible without all our volunteers and the support of 
the school and teachers, a sincere thanks to all of them  

New volunteers are always welcome.  No exper ience 
is necessary and most materials are provided. To see what 
the program is about please join a training session on the 
first Tuesday of each month. For more information, e-mail    
Susan Cooley:  smikovich@yahoo.com. 

mailto:kirstenklett@hotmail.com
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60 Plus 
Vermont Senior Companion Program 
By Aaron Brush, Director  SVCOA  

 

The Vermont Senior Companion Program provides compan-
ionship to older adults all over Vermont. Volunteers ages 55+ 
provide companionship to older adults in their area who would 
like friendly visits, help with errands and shopping. The goal is to 
keep people in their own homes as long as possible, prevent 
feelings of loneliness and isolation, and give time off to family 
caregivers. While helping to make the lives of others easier and 
more meaningful, volunteers find great rewards in giving back to 
their communities and making a difference in people’s lives. 

Senior Companion volunteers receive a non-taxable bi-
weekly stipend, mileage reimbursement, paid time off and holi-
days, accident and liability insurance, paid training opportunities, 
and friendship that lasts a lifetime! 

We have many older adults in Rutland and Bennington waiting to meet their senior Companion. Could it be 
you?  We are always looking for new volunteers here and everywhere throughout Vermont. No formal experi-
ence is necessary, just a positive attitude and the desire to help. 

To learn more about this opportunity, please call  me at 802-772-7835 or e-mail abrush@svcoa.net.   
Aaron Brush is the Southwestern Vermont Regional Coordinator for the Vermont Senior Companion Pro-

gram and he is based at the Southwestern Vermont Council on Aging in Rutland. 

RUTLAND FREE LIBRARY UPDATE 
From  Randal  Smathers,  Director 
 

Fall is always super busy for Rutland Free Library … and this 
year is busier than usual. 

One of the annual highlights is the release of the new 
First Wednesdays schedule. All First Wednesday talks run 
from 7 to about 8:45 PM and are usually in the Fox Room. 
And they are free and open to everyone. See the whole pro-
gram lineup at rutlandfree.org. 

We have a including Jane Lind-
holm coming on Dec. 5 to discuss “objectivity in the fake 
news era.” But the highlight will be author Katherine Pater-
son’s visit on November 7  to discuss her book, Bread and 
Roses, Too. 

The book is for middle school and older readers and RFL 
is excited to be working with local schools and Vermont Hu-
manities Council to be providing it as a Vermont Reads com-
munity reading project. We provided 40 copies of the book 

to Rutland Town School for students to read ahead of Ms. 
Paterson’s visit. Stay tuned for a possible location change as 
we may need to find a bigger venue! Response from our 
schools has been outstanding. 

If you or your book club would like to borrow the book, 
we also have extra copies available at the Library. Book clubs 
at the Godnick Adult Center, RFL and Phoenix Books are also 
reading it, so check around if you are interested in joining 
neighbors to read and discuss this title by a Vermont author. 

Kids Programs 
Our programming for children is back in full swing. We 

have weekly programs on Monday, Thursday and Friday 
mornings and extra programs during most school vacations. 
Check our calendar at rutlandfree.org for details. 

 

Fox Room 
Thanks to the generous support of our taxpaying towns, 

the Fox Room is back in full swing. Early fall programs have 
included yoga on Thursdays at noon, swing dance on Tues-
day nights, and the regular  collection of eclectic community 
and government offerings. If you would like free use of the 
Fox Room for your public event or just need a small meeting 
space close to downtown, contact assistant director Amy 
Williams at amy@rutlandfree.org or see our online calendar 
page to fill out the form.  It does tend to fill up well in ad-
vance so book early. We allow bookings 90 days ahead. 

 

Books & more sales 
Don’t forget our monthly book sales, put on by Friends 

of Rutland Free Library. Our November sales are Friday, Nov. 
2 and Saturday, Nov. 3, beginning at 10 AM both days. De-
tails online or call 773-1860. 

mailto:amy@rutlandfree.org
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From the Rutland Town     

Fire Department 
By BJ Hathaway 
 

Hello again from the Rutland Town Fire 
Department. This summer was busy with 

many projects around the stations getting worked on or 
completed. The Center Rutland Station installed a good 
portion of their new planters in the front of the building.  
These planters will provide aesthetics as well as a physical 
safety barrier to prevent objects or vehicles from striking 
the building.  McKinley Avenue Fire Station drilled a new 
well and had the old well capped off.  The new well has 
provided us with a much needed and improved water sup-
ply.  The well was completed by Parker Water Wells of 
Poultney, Vermont.  All of our fire engines also recently 
passed their annual testing.   

In late August we received our newly purchased SCBA 
(Self Contained Breathing Apparatus) commonly known 
as “air packs”.  After a competitive bidding process the 
bid was awarded to Reynolds and Sons for new MSA 
units.  We received an entirely new line of equipment from 
them including the packs, air masks for each firefighter 
and spare bottles.  We have spent the last month learning 
and training with our new equipment that should serve us 
well into the future.  We would like to thank the voters for 
their support of this item at the past town meeting day.  It 
is greatly appreciated! 

October is Fire Prevention month and as always the 
department is looking forward to our annual fire preven-
tion presentation to the students at the town school.  It’s 
always a positive experience for both the students and 
firefighters! 

As you make your winter preparations this fall, the 
Fire Department would like to pass along the following list 
of items to check to ensure that you will be ready once 
winter does arrive. 

 Check all batteries in smoke and carbon monoxide 
detectors.  These should be installed where ever 
someone sleeps as well as near any potential source 
of fire or carbon monoxide. 

 Have heating equipment serviced by a qualified tech-
nician. 

 Make sure oil, gas, wood pellet stoves and other gas 
fired appliances are properly vented with no re-
strictions. 

 Ensure that all chimneys servicing a wood burning 
stove have been swept and inspected by a properly 
trained individual.  Also be sure to have the stove or 
furnace itself inspected for cracks or other defects 
that my result in improper venting or poor fire con-
tainment. 

 Please ensure that your street number is clearly visible 
on both your mailbox and your house.  The numbers 
should be a minimum of 4 inches high and of con-
trasting color to the background on which they are 
placed.  This helps to ensure all emergency respond-
ers, ambulance, police and fire, are able to quickly lo-
cate you in your time of need! 

Here’s to hoping everyone has a happy fall!  

Box Tops for Education  

Supports RTS  
By Melissa Knox 

 

This year RTS will again participate in the Box 
Tops for Education™ program. I’m excited to be the 
“seasoned” Box Tops  Coordinator for our school.  
Clipping Box Tops is an easy way for you to help our 
school buy what it needs. Box Tops are each worth 
10¢ and they quickly add up to real cash for our 
school. This school year our earnings goal is $1000. 

In the past, we have earned over $8500 which 
has assisted with busing for field trip, Girls On The 
Run costs, visiting authors, new reading books—
these are just some of the PTO sponsored activities 
that Box Tops helps. Let’s make it to $9000! 

To help our school, just look for the Box Tops 
logo on products, clip them, and send them to 
school.  For more information on the Box Tops for 
Education program, including a list of participating 
products and our school’s progress, visit  
www.BTFE.com.  You can become a member to 
receive exclusive coupons and recipes and learn 
about extra ways for our school to earn. 

I hope you will do all you can do this year with 
Box Tops for Education! If you have any questions, 
please contact me at melissa.knox18@yahoo.com. 
Join me to make Rutland Town School’s Box Tops 
for Education program a huge success this year! 

By the way, have you registered your Price 
Chopper AdvantEdge card for the Tools for Schools  
program? Every penny is beneficial to RTS. 

Thanks for your help! 
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 Address Service Requested 

 

OCTOBER 
 13 Household Hazardous Waste Collection  

 Transfer Station 8:30 - 11:30am 
 16&30 Select Board meets - Town Hall  6:30 pm 
 18 Friends of Music Pasta dinner and Music 
  at RTS 6 - 8:00pm (see page 9) 
 19 No School Supervisory Union  
  In-Service 
22-26 PTO Scholastic Book Fair - RTS 
 25 Planning Commission meets    
  Town Hall  7 pm 
 27 Halloween Parade –  
 30 Rec. Dept. Halloween Party - RTS 6 pm 
 31 Halloween Parade rain date    

NOVEMBER  
  1 

 March 1;  Northwood walking trails also close 
  RTS Early Release – Parent/Teacher  
  Conference 11:55 am 
  2 RTS Early Release for In-Service 11:55 am 
     6 General Election VOTE at RTS &Town Hall 

7 am - 7 pm. Town Hall is open  
 Town Clerk’s office closed 

    
    

  6 Friends Of Music meets – RTS 3:30 pm 
   12 Town Hall Closed - Veteran’s Day  
  No School - Veterans Day 
  School  Board meets - RTS  5:30 pm 
 13 Seniors’ monthly luncheon at Seward’s 11:30 
  Lunch at noon 
 13&27 Select Board meets - Town Hall  6:30 pm 
 15    Planning Commission meets - Town Hall 7pm 
22&23 Town Hall Closed  
 

DECEMBER 
    4    Friends of Music meets - RTS 4 pm 
   6 K-4 Concert run thru - RTS 1:30  
  Concert 6:30 pm 
6&27 Planning Commission meets - Town Hall 7pm            
    10 School Board meets - RTS 5:30 pm 
  11 Town Seniors’ holiday party  
  Center Rutland Fire Station (lunch at noon) 
    13 Band/Chorus Concert run thru -  RTS 1:30 

 Concert 6:30 pm 
  19 RTS Early Release – 11:55 am 
 20-1/2 RTS Holiday  Break 
 24&25 Town Hall Closed  
 

RUTLAND TOWN COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

 :   rutlandtown.com  and  rutlandtownschool.org  

 


