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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

The Rutland Town Planning Commission began working on this report May 2018 in regular meetings and 

at several special work sessions. Using the 2016 Smart Growth Connection Plan and the 2017 

Marbleway Path Scoping Study, the commission evaluated all of the suggestions that were made for 

Center Rutland (CR) and Business Route 4 (BR). 

 

The scoring was based on nine criteria: 

• Encourages investment in the corridor; 

• Improves the corridor’s visual appeal;  

• Preserves historical, cultural and/or natural features;  

• Increases a sense of community;  

• Local support and/or political will;  

• Ease of implementation;  

• Funding availability;  

• Value for money (cost effectiveness); and  

• Value for money (sustainability).  

 

 

The criteria were weighted so that those that encourage investment, improve the visual appeal and/or 

preserve historical, cultural and/or natural features were given extra points.  

 

The evaluation by the Planning Commission resulted in four tiers of recommendations. Scores from Tier 

1 ranged from 14-20; Tier 2 from 8-12; Tier 3 from 4-6 and Tier 4 was 0 or NA. 26 was a perfect score. 

It’s interesting to note that three of the tiers ended up with several groups of similar and related 

suggestions.  

 

Tier 1 

There are two related sets of recommendations in this tier. The two highest scoring suggestions – 

adding street trees and other traffic calming elements in Center Rutland and along the corridor – are 

linked to one calling for using marble as a unifying theme along the corridor that ranks slightly lower. 

Besides planting trees, traffic calming could include physical modifications such as curb extensions at 

crosswalks (bump outs),  narrower travel lanes, street art, planters and special lighting. Use of a marble 

theme could highlight marble landmarks, pocket parks, marble producers and sellers, and new 

installations. Marble could be used in strategic locations as sculptural pieces, markers and bases of 

directional or business signs. Marble also could be incorporated into new construction, retaining walls 

and fences along the road. 

 

The other four suggestions in this top-ranked category encourage creation of public facilities in the 

Center Rutland area of the study area.  The Marbleway Path Scoping Study suggests a Lower Waterfall 

Park and Overlook along Simons Avenue to the base of the waterfalls, an Upper Waterfall Overlook and 

Bridge Crossing extending the path along the edge of Otter Creek adjacent to the Carris Reels property 

and a walking and biking connection from the abandoned bridge to Business Route 4. The Smart Growth 
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Connection Plan suggested a public park on both sides of Otter Creek off Simons Avenue and Old Falls 

Road and possibly on both sides of Business Rt. 4. It could include ADA compliant paths to the falls, 

picnic areas, native vegetative enhancements, fishing access areas, and canoe-kayak launch points.  

 

 

Tier 2 

With the exception of redeveloping the Flory Plaza as a mixed-use development, Tier 2 

recommendations focus on creating or enhancing recreational amenities along Business Route 4 or the 

Clarendon River (or spurs off these trails) and a unifying wayfinding system all scoring about the same. 

Smart Growth suggests a shared use path along the Clarendon River on the south side of Business Rt. 4 

from the new Otter Creek falls parks to Westway Mall. It also recommends a unified system of signs that 

motorists can read easily and which directs them to attractions, roadways and/or destinations in or near 

the corridor. 

 

The Marbleway Path suggestions in this tier include a wide shared-use path adjacent to Business Rt. 4 

(by reducing the number of lanes and/or narrowing the travel lanes); continuation of this path from Old 

Falls Road to and along Ripley Road; extending the existing sidewalk network in Center Rutland as well 

as improving and filling gaps in the sidewalks. 

 

 

Tier 3 

All Tier 3 suggestions come from the Smart Growth study and are relatively low scoring.  All concern 

transportation infrastructure: reducing curb cuts, adding bus shelters, adding crosswalks and bicycle 

facilities along Business Rt. 4 and in Center Rutland, from the East Proctor Road to Ripley Road.  

 

 

Tier 4 

Tier 4 recommendations are considered impractical or non-applicable, including the suggestion of 

reduced lanes, a Road Diet.  

 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

Upon review of the top ranked recommendations from the Planning Commission’s evaluation, the 

following themes became clear: 

• Build on Center Rutland’s village center and gateway features. 

• Begin to extend the village center westward with a focus on mixed use along Business Rt. 4. in 

Rutland Town. 

• Continue to work with West Rutland on ways to link projects, such as a marble theme, 

wayfinding system or shared-use paths.  

• A need to pursue planning grants like MPG and preliminary engineering studies. 
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                            Results of Planning Commission Evaluation 
 
Recommendations 

 
 

Scores 
  

CR7: Add street trees and other traffic calming elements 20 

BR8: Add street trees and other calming elements 20 

E1: Trail Section E (Lower Waterfall Park & Overlook) 17 

E2: Trail Section E (Upper Waterfall Overlook & Bridge Crossing) 17 

F1: Trail Section F (Connect Overlooks to G1) 17 

BR11: Use marble as a unifying theme along Bus. Rt 4/VT 4A 15 

CR1: Create a public park on both sides of Otter Creek off Simons Ave. and Old 
Falls Road 

14 

    

BR9: Create a shared use path along the Clarendon River 12 

BR1: Redevelop the former Flory Plaza as a mixed-use development 11 

BR10: Create a unified individualistic wayfinding system 11 

G1: Trail Section G (Existing Infrastructure - sidewalks) 11 

G2: Trail Section G (Connection from Bus Rt 4 to Ripley Road Bridge) 11 

C1: Trail Segment C (Business Rt 4) 8 

    

CR4: Reduce the number and size of curb cuts 6 

CR5: Add crosswalks and complete the sidewalk system 6 

CR8: Add bus shelters 6 

BR5: Reduce the number and size of curb cuts 6 

BR7: Add bus shelters 6 

CR6: Add bicycle facilities to E. Proctor Road 4 
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CR9: Relocate and expand the railroad museum 0 

CR10: Focus on maintaining industrial or other job creation land uses for the 
redevelopment of industrial parks 

0 

BR4: Expand industrial use of Carris Reels property 0 

BR6: Reduce Bus Rt 4/VT Rt 4A to three lanes with protected bike lanes NA 

CR2: Revise Rutland Town Plan and other land use development policies to create 
local incentives for mixed use new or redevelopment, with some component of 
senior and/or market cost housing 

NA 

BR2: Create incentives for upgrades and mixed-use development of under-
performing properties 

NA 

BR3: Undertake a study of town and private land on and near Old Rt. 4 NA 

 

 


