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The Circle        
Rutland Town’s Link  between School and Community 

By Carol Bam 

that work on the 2019-2020 municipal budgets is 
complete. Budgets for General (municipal per-
sonnel and operation of Town office) Police, Fire, 
Highway and Recreation were presented to a 
small crowd at Rutland Town School on January 
22. Overall, proposed spending is up 4 percent, 
“slightly higher than in previous years but for 
good reasons,” said the chairman. “A $30,000 
increase in health insurance was beyond our 
control. ving in the Highwa

dget ich year Fire Rec-
reation operating costs are nearly level funded.”  

The proposed addition of a full time officer and 
cruiser to the Police Department is responsible for 
most of the increase. The Select Board debated 
the issue long and hard. “A large part of the 
budget development process was spent on this 
issue, taking testimony from our police officers 
and running the numbers many times. The fact 
is, our officers are overextended. In 2018, the RT 
Police responded to 1035 calls for assistance.” 

Rutland Town has 3.5 officers, one of whom 
is the fulltime School Resource Officer at the 
school when it is in session. Chief Ed Dumas is 
also the lead investigator for the State’s Attor-
ney’s Office division that handles crimes involv-
ing children and families in Rutland County.  
External funding for these positions contributes 
about $100,000 toward our town police budget. 
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RTS UPDATE from Co-Principals  

 

We would like to thank the Rutland Town community for 
their continued support.  We appreciate all that we have been 
able to do for our students.  

We have worked hard to fine tune our budget to maintain 
quality programs and are working to make improvements to 
our facilities, specifically to our heating and ventilation and air 
quality systems that are essential to ensuring a healthy learn-
ing environment for our children, teachers and staff.   

Unlike other schools in the state, Rutland Town School’s 
student enrollment has remained constant over the past sev-
en years at approximately 350 students.  We also have 137 
students enrolled at the secondary level this year. Our pro-
posed budget allows us to maintain staff and supplies at cur-
rent levels. Our proposed FY 20 expenditure budget has in-
creased by 3.2%. There are several factors which affect our 
school budget which are outside the Board’s control, including 
the number of high school students that require tuition, un-
funded mandates from the state agency of education, and an  

(Continued on Page 7)  

February 2019 

MY VIEW FROM HOUSE SEAT  
By Thomas Terenzini, State Representative 
 

The Vermont State Legislature opened on January 9 this 
year. There was a large freshman class of forty new state rep-
resentatives and senators sworn in on the first day. Currently 
there are around 800 potential bills that have been drafted by 
legislators so far. Only 70-100 of these drafted bills will ever 
become law.  

For the past seven years, I have served on the Fish, Wild-
life and Natural Resources Committee. Those who serve on 
this committee have been tasked with updating Act 250, Ver-
mont’s land use and development control laws. Our commit-
tee also deals with clean water bills, and of course, fish and 
wildlife issues.  

House bill H.39 passed through the House of Representa-
tives this week. H.39 is a bill that gives schools in the state 
that have not yet merged with others an additional one year to 
find a suitable partner. There are at least 50 schools that have 
not yet merged with other school districts yet. Also sailing 
through the house in February was bill H.47. This bill is an act 
relating to the taxation of electronic cigarettes. The bill pro-
vides that the 92% tax currently levied on the wholesale price 
of tobacco products also be applied to electronic cigarettes  

(Continued on Page 3)  

Tuesday 

March 5

(Continued on Page 9)  
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ATTENTION, HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS! 
 

Rutland Town Scholarships 
Scholarship applications will be considered if the 
$15,000 funding request is approved by Rutland 
Town voters at Town Meeting, March 5, 2019. 

Qualifications:  The applicant must have resided 
in the Town of Rutland for at least two years prior 
to the date of graduation. 

Scholarship Criteria:  Awards will be made on 
the basis of scholastic achievement, community 
service, extra-curricular activities and financial 
need. 

Instructions:  The application is in two parts.  
Part 1 is to be completed by the applicant; Part 2 is 
to be completed by the school Guidance Dept. 

Applications are available on the town website. 
They are due in the Town Office at 181 Business 
Route 4, Center Rutland, VT 05736 on Friday, 
April 19, 2019 at noon. 

VOTER INFORMATION 

For TOWN MEETING 

March 5, 2019  
 

 Same Day voter registration is in effect in 
Vermont allowing voters to register 

when they go to the polls.  New voters 
are required by the “Help America Vote Act” 

to provide a driver’s license or social securi-

ty number. Voters must be 18 years old on  

or before March 5, 2019.      

 Absentee Ballots.  If residents have obtained 

an absentee ballot, it must be dropped off 
at the Town Office by the close of the 

office Monday March 4, or it can be deliv-
ered to the poll site on Election Day   

before they close at 7:00 pm.   

  Informational Town Meeting on Monday 
March 4  to go over what will be voted on 

the next day will be held at 7:00 pm in the 

Rutland Town School cafeteria. 

Vote Tuesday, March 5, from 7 7

Residents living on the east side of Route 7 
vote at Rutland Town School; west side resi-

dents vote at the Town Office. 

 Call the Town Office at 773-2528 with 
questions.  Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, 

Thursday 8 - 4:30 pm;  Tuesday 8 - 6pm, 

Friday 8 - 2pm. 
  

NEWS FROM THE REC 

From Michael Rowe 
Recreation Director 

 

Spring will soon be starting and that means  
it is time to sign up for our baseball programs.  
You can find the forms at school by my office, 
Town Hall, or download them from 
www.rutlandtown.com under Recreation. 

Our annual senior holiday luncheon at the 
fire station in Center Rutland was enjoyed by 
many guests. Jim Hall and his crew did a great 
job. The school jazz band came and played holi-
day tunes for the group before lunch. Thanks to 
Mr. Audet for making that happen 

I would like to thank our coaches who gave 
so much time to our basketball program this 
winter:  Eric Marsh, Erin Bellomo, Tina Keshava, 
Alex Grimes, Dennis Moser, Pat Whalen, Greg 
Fuller, Tom Velde, Nate Bellomo, Travis Hayden 
and Matt Therriault. All your time and effort is 
much appreciated. 

The timber has been cut in Northwood Park. 
That means it is going to be a very busy spring 
and summer as we are looking to add new trails 
and signage as well as a frisbee golf course in-
side the park. We will be looking for volunteers 
to help with the many projects. If you have any 
suggestions, please feel free to give me a shout. 

And, if you have any suggestions for pro-
graming, please give me a call at 779-2518. I 
hope you enjoy the rest of the winter season 
and look forward to spring. 

http://www.rutlandtown.com
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11.8% increase in health care costs.  
There will be a separate bond for school 

security improvements in the amount of 
$235,000. If approved, we will upgrade our  
entrances and windows to meet security    
recommendations and replace our outdated 
security camera system.  

We greatly appreciate your continued 
support. Please feel free to call us at any 
time.  We would be happy to give you a per-
sonal tour of Rutland Town School.  

 
 

Right:  Pie chart of the 
Rutland Town School 
Proposed F20 Budget 

(RTS Principals’ Report Continued from Page 1) 

By Kathryn Duguay and Jenn Chapdelaine 
 

The Fourth Grade students have been hard at work 
preparing for the seventh annual RTS Science Fair. We 
hope that many community supporters will attend the 
event scheduled for 5 - 6:00 pm on Tues. March 5  
which is also Town Meeting Day. The fair will be in 
the RTS band room and middle school science lab.  

Our young scientists have investigated many inter-
esting topics that tie in with our fourth grade science 
standards. We will have a panel of judges on the night 
of the science fair to score these amazing projects. 
They will use a rubric to score students based on their 
display as well as their oral presentation. Four awards 
will be given to students in each fourth grade class.  

We fourth grade teachers are extremely proud of 
the scientific thinking and hard work students have put 
into their projects. We would like to extend a special 
thank you to parents for all the support they have pro-
vided at home.  

The Science Fair is a great opportunity to recog-
nize and celebrate the important role science plays in 
our everyday lives. We hope to see you there!    

 

100 Day Project 
From Abby Peltier,  

Grade 2 Teacher  
 

At the end of January we did a writing project 

to help students remember and reflect upon all of 

the cool things they’ve learned so far this year. We 

are exactly one day over halfway through the year 

in terms of days in school, and with both the 

100th day of school and Valentine’s Day ap-

proaching, I thought this would be a fun way for 

students to express and showcase their growth 

thus far. They each wrote 6 or 7 things they’ve 

loved learning this year to make 100 in all. It was 

a lot of fun and very interesting to see how much 

they recalled from all of the subject areas.   

Some things the children loved learning about 

were: math and counting, adding and subtraction, 

volcanoes, information and writing, telling time, 

Abraham Lincoln, penguins, phases of matter, suf-

fixes, sight words, syllables, Dr. Martin Luther 

King, picture graphs, spelling, and “my teacher.” 
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From Town Clerk & Treasurer  
Kirsten Hathaway 

 

Mark your calendars for Town Meeting at the ele-
mentary school on Post Road Monday, March 4 at 
7:00 pm.  Polls are open from 7:00 am until 7:00 
pm on Tuesday, March 5th  at Town Hall for voters 
living on the west side of Route 7 and the Elemen-
tary School on Post Road for voters on the east side 
of Route 7.   

 

We are using the State-mandated voter checklist to 
generate the mailing list for the Annual Town Report 
and for the Circle.  If you or someone you know did 
not receive The Circle or Annual Town Report in the 
mail, please call the Town Clerk’s office to check 
your voter status or request to be added to the mail-
ing list.  Additional copies may be picked up at the 
Town Hall.   

 

Dog Licenses are due April 1st.  All dogs need a 
current rabies certificate signed by a veterinarian 
and proof of spay or neuter status. Please be aware 
that if your dog is found to be unlicensed there is a 
$25 fine for the first offense. The maximum fee as-
sessment for an unlicensed dog is $100 per dog. All 
dogs must be registered annually, per Vermont State 
law. Please make sure you’re in compliance!  

REMEMBERING Dick Lloyd 
 

The following tribute appears in the Rutland Town 
Report which was dedicated to Richard S. Lloyd. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

On December 7, 2018, Rutland Town lost a 
longtime friend. Dick Lloyd held numerous public 
positions, was a familiar face at local gathering plac-
es, and helped a lot of townsfolk.    

Not long after settling in Rutland Town in 1968 
with his new bride Mary Fran, Dick joined the Rut-
land Town Fire Department as a firefighter.  Dick’s 
enthusiasm for his adopted town led him to run for 
delinquent tax collector, a post he held for many 
years until his retirement in 2014.  As tax collector, 
he worked diligently and compassionately with 
homeowners who had fallen behind on tax pay-
ments, negotiating reasonable repayment agree-
ments so the town could get its money and the tax-
payers could keep their homes and businesses.   

Dick Lloyd was elected, and re-elected many 
times, to the position of Justice of the Peace.  He 
took his job as JP seriously. He frequently served as 
ballot clerk and as late-night ballot counter, and de-
livered sick-ballots to voters too ill to get to the polls. 

The Rutland Town Planning Commission bene-
fitted when Dick joined the group. With his long his-
tory in the town and his deep knowledge of towns-
people, Dick offered a unique prospective during 
planning sessions and deliberations. He was still 
serving on the Commission at the time of his death. 

If there is one place most closely associated 
with Dick Lloyd, it’s the Rutland Town Transfer    
Station. Working first with Tony Flory, then with Bill 
Bauer, Dick rarely missed a Saturday morning or a 
Wednesday afternoon at the Northwood facility. As 
station attendant, then manager, Dick oversaw 
maintenance, operations, repairs and the transfer 
station budget, and kept up on the latest laws on 
recycling, waste disposal and reuse.  His friendly 
greeting and wealth of local news made a chat with 
Dick an imperative part of everyone’s weekly dump 
run. 

Richard S. “Dick” Lloyd is survived by his wife 
Mary Fran, his daughter Heather, his grandson      
Jacob, many family members, and by the Rutland 
Town community which he served so well.   

Rutland Town Senior Corner  
By James B. Hall, VP and Treasurer 
 

We are a little over a month away from resuming 
regular lunches in March. We are working to set a 
date to start as this is written, nothing for certain yet. 

We are also working on plans to have our May 
2019 lunch at Rutland Town School similar to last 
year. The date for that is certain, but more details to 
come later. Mark your calendars for Friday May 31, 
2019 at RTS. 

Hope everyone had a great winter in spite of the 
cold and a lot of ice. 
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Police Department Budget   

Commentary  
By Chairman Joshua C. Terenzini 

Town of Rutland Select Board 
 

If  I could sit in the living room of every Rutland 
Town home, I would tell you how valuable, essential and 
critical our Rutland Town Police Department is. While 
we sat together, I’d have the opportunity to share with 
you and your family all of the great work these public 
servants do each day for our special community.  But 
since that isn’t a reality, I’m asking all of you to read and 
understand why the Rutland Town Select Board and  
police department are asking you to support our pro-
posed budget with the creation of one additional full-
time officer.  

Town Hall has heard loud and clear from the resi-
dents of Rutland Town that you are looking for more 
policing in the form of traffic enforcement, neighbor-
hood patrols and 7 day a week coverage, with night shifts 
possible. We want to see our police department offer all 
of these benefits, plus more! But with our current staff-
ing level we cannot. Help us by supporting this budget 
and we can make those reasonable requests happen. 

 Our department has the privilege of serving our most 
precious assets and faculty at the Rutland Town School. 
Officer Sly is a felt presence each day, greeting our stu-
dents as they arrive, all while keeping a watchful eye out 
for their safety.  

Chief Ed Dumas serves in partnership with the Child 
First Advocacy Center (CFAC), investigating and arrest-
ing our society’s most dangerous individuals who wish 
to harm and target the most vulnerable. Through these 
two partnerships, we take in just under $100,000 in fund-
ing for our annual police budget, which in turn, saves the 
municipal budget significantly. 

Captain Ted Washburn, who manages the day-to-day 
emergency and non-emergency operations, handles eve-
rything from active violence to frauds, burglaries, motor 
vehicle accidents and beyond. He is supported by part-
time officer Jim Gamble. In calendar year 2018, our de-
partment responded to a staggering 1,035 calls, which 
Captain Washburn handled the brunt of. Some of these 
cases, especially frauds, can take months to investigate. 
With so few hands to assist, pro-active policing, response 
times and community visibility becomes less.   

With this volume of calls, our residents, businesses 
and visitors deserve more access and better coverage 
throughout the town. But with the current dynamic and 
structure of our department, we cannot provide addition-
al services without adding one more, full-time, fully cer-
tified police officer. We are at a point where if we as a 
town are going to have a police department, we need to 
support the fine work these officers are doing and get 
them the help that we see is critically needed.  

Several years ago, the Vermont State Police made it 
known to communities of 3,000 people or more that we 

needed to move in the direction of creating and policing 
our own communities. Due to constrictions within the 
State Police, whether it be financial or personnel reasons, 
VSP made it clear that they were not going to be the “go-
to” police agency for every response that was needed in 
Rutland Town. Our board has heard from many in our 
community that they were not satisfied with the shortage 
of coverage that is felt throughout Rutland Town at 
times. By adding this additional officer to our budget, the 
will of the people is being heard.     

The members of the Rutland Town Select Board 
have spent months studying, debating and passionately 
defending what we believe is needed and necessary  
moving forward to support the fine work of our police 
agency. Through these conversations and testimony from 
so many, we are asking for your support.  

Rutland Town is a crossroads for hotels, retail, auto-
motive dealerships, manufacturing and more.  All of 
these great benefits of living in Rutland Town need bet-
ter   police coverage. With the addition of one more of-
ficer, we can grant the wishes of our citizens and em-
ployers. Offering 21st century policing that makes sense 
is now up to all of us to support.  

We are accomplishing so much with our respected 
department now. Its time to lock arms together as a com-
munity and show the support our department and town 
deserves. If we didn’t feel this to be such an urgent and 
necessary need, we simply wouldn’t be asking you to 
support this measure. We understand that operating a 
police department requires responsible budgeting,  and 
we have the utmost respect for your hard, earned dollars.   

Join us on March 5th by sending a clear message to 
our community by voting yes to our latest police budget.  

 

 

Hazardous waste collection 
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Rutland Town PTO’s Annual  

Supermarket Bingo is March 21 
 

 Join us for an evening of family and  

community fun as the adults play to win 
laundry baskets full of groceries and the 

kids battle it off for special prizes in the 
kids’ only rounds.  

A pizza buffet starts at 5:30.  Cost is 
$5.00 for an adult and $3.00 for a child. The 
meal will include pizza, salad, and drink.   

Bingo starts at 6:00. Bingo cards are 
$1.00 a piece.  Can’t wait to see you there!  

 

CANDIDATES, TOWN MEETING 2019 
 

School Board - Incumbent Nicole McPhee is being 

challenged by Timothy Hammond for the two year 
seat.  Russell Marsan is running unopposed for Sha-

ron Russell’s three year seat.  
 

Select Board - Incumbents Sharon Russell and      

Joseph Denardo are running unopposed for two and 
three year terms respectively. Joe’s statement appears 

next page. 
 

Town Moderator - Matt Getty is running unopposed 
for a one year term replacing Matt Branchaud who is 

stepping down. Getty’s statement is on the next page. 
 

Cemetery Commissioner - Kurt Hathaway is     
running unopposed for three years to replace Robert 

Pinney who is leaving the position. 

School Board, Two Years 

Fellow neighbors and parents of Rutland Town, I’m 
happy to announce my candidacy for Rutland Town 
School Board Commissioner. 

I was born and raised in Delaware, growing up along 
the beautiful ocean. After graduating from the University 
of Delaware, I moved to the green mountains of Vermont 
where I met my wife and have spent the past 13 years in 
the Rutland County community.  

I have spent the better part of the past 12 years in the 
distribution business. During this time, I have helped to 
build brands, manage teams, and work collaboratively. 
Most importantly, I have learned to successfully cultivate 
and build trusting and healthy relationships. 

During my studies at the University of Delaware, I 
earned a BS in Business Administration with a concentra-
tion in Finance. This foundation coupled with my inherent 
fiscal responsibility will allow me to be a guiding voice in 
the budget and spending-related conversations.  

In turn, being a parent of two future Rutland Town 
graduates gives me insight into the resources necessary 
to help Rutland Town remain a school that is considered 
a great choice for families living in or those considering 
moving into the area.  

I believe it’s the responsibility of the board to help 
guide the important conversations between our communi-
ty and school administrators to ensure decisions are 
made that will support all students and their varied needs. 
It is critical that the focus within the school remains to 
offer a thriving environment where students can continue 
to  L.E.A.D.--Learn, Explore, Aspire, Discover.   The 
board must remain transparent and collaborative in its 
efforts to recruit, enrich, and lift up our talented teachers 
and staff who will guide our students each day.  

I ask for your VOTE on Town Meeting Day, Tuesday, 
March 5th. I look forward to serving the needs of our chil-
dren and the community with your help.  

School Board, Three Years 

My name is Russell Marsan and I would like to 
thank the staff of The Circle for providing me this 
opportunity to introduce myself to the voters of 
Rutland Town as a candidate for the Rutland 
Town School Board for a 3 year term.  

My wife, Renee, a life long town resident, and I 
have lived in the town since 2000. Our two chil-
dren Megan and Riley are both currently enrolled 
and active in the town school. 

My wife and I are both employed at Carpenter 
& Costin, which I co-own. For the past 15 years 
we have grown our family, our business and con-
tributions to our community.  Recently I was ap-
pointed by the Town Select Board as the Town’s 
Representative to the Rutland Planning Commis-
sion, where I enjoy learning and collaborating on 
the challenges and opportunities that exist in our 
town and other communities in the county. 

I serve on the Executive Board of the Rutland 
Chamber of Commerce and REDC’s entrepre-
neurial committee. Working within these two 
groups, I’m able to assist with matter of population 
decline, workforce and community development.  
These and many many more volunteer efforts cul-
minated this past fall with being named Rutland’s 
2018 Business Leader of the Year.  

With your help and your VOTE, for School 
Board, I will bring the same level of fairness, pride 
and passion to ensure the children of Rutland 
Town get the best possible education in a safe 
and nurturing environment.   

I would appreciate your support and if you have 
any questions or suggestions please do not hesi-
tate to share them with me, my email is 
russ@carpentercostin.com and please, exercise 
your right to VOTE on Tuesday, March 5. 

Thank you. 

mailto:russ@carpentercostin.com


7 

 

 

Select Board voted unanimously to present a police 
budget to the voters which includes one additional 
full time police officer. (See analysis by Chairman 
Terenzini on page 5.) 

The town was shocked and saddened to learn of 
Dick Lloyd’s unexpected passing in December. Dick 
had served the town in many capacities over five dec-
ades.  A few days after his death, Dick was remem-
bered at a gathering at the Center Rutland Fire Sta-
tion.  It was a beautiful celebration of his life,” said 
Terenzini.  “About 500 people came through during 
the memorial to share memories stories about Dick, a 
pot luck supper and to offer condolences and support 
to his family.” (A tribute to Dick is on page 4.) 

Dick Lloyd had the knack of making people just   
going about their chores feel like important communi-
ty members. That amiable tone is a legacy that con-
tinues under Bill Bauer and Larry Dellveneri. Bill 
Bauer, who has worked with Dick since Tony Flory 
died, is now manager, and Larry is the attendant.   
Larry lives in the town with his family and is a retired 
Rutland City fire fighter. 

Impact fees from the Otter Creek 1 and 2 solar 
installations off Cold River Road will go towards  
future Center Rutland Fire Station bond payments. 
The terms for the solar permits a few years ago pro-
vided for payment to the town of $160,000 in impact 
fees. Since solar projects are not taxable, the pay-
ments were negotiated to compensate for the loss to 
the town tax base. The Board voted to set aside the 
payments received in December to cover the 
annual bond payment due on the Fire Station. Said 
Terenzini, “There is enough in the budget for two 
fiscal years, this money will cover the 2021-2022 
payment.” 

Administrative Assistant Bill Sweet says that the 
area at the Transfer Station for disposing of yard 
waste has reopened since the logger was able to finish 
early. However, the walking paths will need to be 
cleared of branches before they are safely usable. Rec 
Director Mike Rowe plans to arrange for cleaning up 
the trails in the spring.  

(Town News Continued from Page 1) 

Select Board, Three Years 

To the Citizens of Rutland Town: 
This article is to confirm that I am running for  a second 

term on the Rutland Town Select Board. It has been my 
pleasure to serve for the past three years, and I am com-
mitted to continuing the positive growth and development 
in our town. As many of you know, I have served this town 
for 46 years. I joined the Rutland Town Fire Department in 
1972 and was Chief from 2002 to 2014. I have also been a 
Vermont State Fire Warden since 1979. I have enjoyed my 
new role as a Select Board Member.  

As a life-long town resident, I have seen many develop-
ments and changes over the years. I  believe in moving our 
town forward through collaboration and positivity. I strongly 
believe in  supporting the services and departments that 
are the very backbone of our town, and are essential to our 
residents: our Police, Fire, Highway, and Recreational De-
partments. I am also committed to upgrading our infrastruc-
ture and encouraging business development. In doing so 
we can increase the number of our commercial and indus-
trial tax payers, grow our economy, and improve the quality 
of life here for our residents. 

I thank everyone for your support and I look forward to 

continuing my service to Rutland Town.  

Town Moderator, One Year 

My name is Matt Getty and I am running for the position 
of Moderator.  I grew up in Rutland Town and graduated 
from RTS (’96), RHS (’00), Colby College (’04) and William 
and Mary Law School (’07).  I returned to Rutland after 
graduating from law school and purchased a home in Rut-
land Town with my wife, Holly, in 2008.  Our two children 
now attend RTS.  My wife is now a teacher at Killington 
Elementary School and I am a partner in practice with the 
law firm of McCann Morgan & Getty PLLC. 

 Over the last decade I have been involved in volun-
teering with a number of community nonprofit groups.  I am 
interested in pursuing new avenues of service to the town 
that I grew up in and in which I continue to reside and raise 
my children.  I am aware that the position of Moderator is 
open this year and I would be happy to serve in this capaci-
ty.  Thank you for your consideration. 
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RUTLAND FREE LIBRARY - Budget Update 
From  Randal  Smathers,  Director 

 

Rutland Free Library continues to help during tax season. The library stocks 
the all-in-one 1040 form and booklets and a supply of common state forms, so you 
can drop by and pick up all your tax forms in one place. And if you’re filing online, 
RFL has plenty of public computers to use and great WiFi.   

Finally, for tax season, we do have a direct video-conferencing line to the IRS.   
Set up in a private location, it’s super easy to use:  Make an appointment by calling     
844-545-5640, sit down at the workstation at the scheduled time, and an agent from 
the IRS Philadelphia office will call you. It’s designed to save local taxpayers the 
time and expense of driving to Montpelier to see an agent directly. 

Free cold-weather survival supplies. The Library and United Methodist Church 
ovidin emerge kits, cold-weather clothes, hygiene items an

needs them. The church has provided kits for some time via their Faith on Foot 
campaign, with volunteers going to high-need locations. With this new partnership, 
the Library makes them available to whoever needs them, whenever they need them. 
The kits are placed just inside the Court Street entrance during Library business hours. 

The Library is excited to be offering the 1,000 Books Before Kindergarten  pro-
gram. Books can be read to children or we have ones they read themselves.  The  
Library provides interested adults a log to track their child’s reading, plus stickers, 
and a free book to keep for every 100 books they read. Kids who read by kindergar-
ten are sure to get off to a great start in school! Read with your little ones today! 

And we are again in the Come Alive Outside passport program. RFL loans snow-
shoes to cardholders at no charge. Snowshoes in kids, medium, and large sizes are 
available on a first-come, first-serve basis to be borrowed like a book or DVD, with 
a four-day checkout! Perfect for playing in the snow. 

Streaming video  After  many patron requests, Rutland Free is testing a new 
service – streaming video – via AcornTV and Great Courses. Find your favorite 
British detective series, feature film, documentary or costume drama through      
rutlandfree.org/borrow. Download the RBDigital app, register , and sign up to 
watch as many shows as you want. 

Please support RFL  The Library is asking for  a 2.25 percent increase on this 
year’s town meeting ballot. This increase, about equal to the expected rate of infla-
tion, will let us add a part-time teen services position beginning in July. The 15 hour 
per week position will provide after school and weekend programs for tweens and 
teens. Most of the cost will be paid by endowments restricted to providing materials 
and programs, with a small match necessary from tax dollars to let us draw down 
the endowment funds. Please support the Library’s ongoing work and vote for our 
budget on March 5. 

Tech Buddies  

“All About Me” Personal Learning Plans 
By Cade, Keaton, Eliza, and Michaela 

 

At Rutland Town School, Third Grade (Mrs. Swinyer’s Class) 
and Fourth Grade (Mrs. Duguay's Class) have Tech Buddies where 
we work with partners to learn new things on our Chromebooks. We 
have been working on this thing called a PLP in Google slides. The 
4th grade tech buddies have been helping 3rd grade learn how to 
create a PLP. We’re learning a lot from each other!  

The first slide in our PLP is “All About Me.” We have to set a 
Community Goal, Personal Goal, Reading or Writing Goal and a 
Math Goal. After you reach a goal, you have to have evidence that  

proves  you accomplished your goal. PLP stands for a Personal Learning Plan. These PLPs tie in with having a 
Growth Mindset. Having a Growth Mindset means that you never give up and are always thinking you can do 
something...persevere through anything! 
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and paraphernalia.  
Another bill, H.3 passed the House as well      

recently. This bill is to authorize the two-year study   
of an act relating to ethnic and social equity study 
standards for public schools. I voted in favor of this 
bill. 

H.57 was a hotly contested and debated topic 
last week. 1,100 Vermonters packed the capitol 
chambers to attend a public hearing on this pro-
abortion bill. I appreciated hearing from so many Rut-
land Town residents on this issue. 

As you can see, its going to be a busy session. I 
appreciate the good people of Rutland Town for 
sending me back to Montpelier to represent all of you 
“under the golden dome.” 

(Tom Terenzini continued from Page1) 

 
 
 
 

 
This year’s proposed highway budget is down 

2.8%. The reduction in engineering costs was 
caused by the Select Board’s decision to quit the 
study of the new proposed road in the area of the 
Plaza and Randbury Road.  A small amount of mon-
ey for engineering was left in the budget to help   
cover engineering costs for the sidewalk along Post 
Road to Chasanna Drive should we be successful in 
securing a grant this fall from VTrans for that work.  
Let’s hope for the best.   

Paving projects included in this year’s budget 
are:  Hawley Lane; Northwood Park Road from Post 
Road to the salt shed; the parking lots and driveway 
to the pool;  the tennis court, parking area and drive-
way at Dewey Field;  the school parking lot and side-
walks in front of the school;  and sections of McKin-
ley hill.  We also plan to take down the small hill on 
North Grove Street in front of the former Gerdon 
property.  After winter is over an adjustment may 
need to be made to this schedule. 

The timber sale at Northwood Park is almost 
done. The tree cutting has been completed.  All the 
monies have been received. The performance bond 
will not be released until an inspection is done by the 
Select Board, Mike Rowe and me after the snow is 
gone.  Some final cleanup and seeding may have to 
be done to complete the requirements of the timber 
sale contract. The town received $22,044 for its 
share of the sale and the School Board received 
$23,881 as their share of the sale. The two boards 
have not determined yet what they will do with the 
sale proceeds. Let’s hope some of it gets put back 
into the park. 

Please take the time to vote on Town Meeting 
Day Tuesday March 5th and thank you for supporting 
the Highway budget. 

 

  Road Notes  
   from Byron Hathaway, 

            Road Commissioner 

SVCOA and Community Care Network  

Offer Free Caregiver Counseling  
By Chris Adams, SVCOA 

 

Southwestern Vermont Council on Aging (SVCOA) and 
Community Care Network – Rutland Mental Health Ser-
vices announced a new partnership to provide free caregiver 
counseling to family caregivers in Rutland County in 2019. 

“In recent years we’ve learned there is a large, unmet 
need for family caregiver support and counseling to help 
caregivers cope with the stress of caring for loved ones,” 
said Cinda Donton, Elder Service Clinician with Rutland 
Mental Health and SVCOA. “SVCOA and Rutland Mental 
Health have teamed up to offer this free caregiver support 
program to counter some of these effects and help to ensure 
better caregiving experiences for those in our area.” 

The program focuses on reducing caregiver stress and 
will help participants learn strategies for stress reduction, 
limit the physical and emotional impacts of caregiving, en-
courage caregivers to engage in better self-care, improve 
overall mental health and expand their support systems. 

To accommodate the needs and schedules of caregivers, 
the counseling service will be offered in home as well as at 
SVCOA’s administrative office in Rutland. “Often caregiv-
ers find it difficult to make appointments out of the home 
due to their caregiving responsibilities, so we want to make 
the program as user friendly as possible,” said Donton. “We 
greatly appreciate the work that family caregivers provide 
to loved ones while recognizing that it often comes at a toll 
physically, emotionally and mentally.” 

Referrals to the service will come through SVCOA, The 
Community Care Network, and other community partners 
and service providers. Once referrals are received, program 
staff will work to assess the stress level and stressors of 
each caregiver and assist them in undertaking their caregiv-
ing in ways which are less stressful for them.  

The service is free of charge to any unpaid family care-
givers age 60 and over, or any family caregivers who are 
caring for an individual who is age 60 or over.  For more 
information or to sign up for the program, contact Cinda 
Donton or Aaron Brush at 802-786-5990. 

 

About SVCOA:  SVCOA exists to be a community force 
in creating and sustaining opportunities for elders and care-
givers in our region to help elders maintain maximum inde-
pendence and quality of life. For more information about 
SVCOA, visit www.svcoa.org. 

http://www.svcoa.org/
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Four Winds Nature Program  
By Susan Cooley, RTS Coordinator 

 
 

At RTS pre-K through 5th graders have been busy exploring 
our physical world both inside the classroom and outside in the 
fresh air. To develop a sense of place, we need an understanding of 
the Earth itself – the ground beneath our feet, the air we breathe, 
the water that fills our lakes, streams and oceans, and the other 
living things that share our planet. The students have done just 
that! They’ve investigated sunlight and shadows, erosion, rocks 
and minerals, and the blanket of air that surrounds us.  In February 
they’re learning about the nature of sound. Every animal uses 
sound in different ways and has differently shaped hearing organs 
to help them communicate and survive in their home environment. 

Coming in March, April and May the scientific adventure con-
tinues when we’ll be exploring water and all it’s properties and 
functions, wind and clouds, and finally wrapping up the year with 
a unit titled “Get Your Bearings”.  Animals are always on the move, 
traveling from place to place to look for mates, find food, tend their 
young, or migrate to and from a faraway winter home. How do 
they know where to go and how to get back? These are some of the 
questions we’ll explore.    

Four Winds Nature Program is available to the students at 
RTS because of the wonderful volunteers interested in getting our 
little scientists out in nature. If you are interested in learning more 
about this program or becoming a volunteer,  contact Susan Cooley 
at smikovich@yahoo.com. 

You can also help support the program by donating return-
able bottles and cans to the Rutland Town Transfer Station at 
Northwood Park. Redemption proceeds help to fund the Four 
Winds program at school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Preschool News by Shawn Dubois 
 

This year has been amazing!  Recently, we 
have been learning about winter, trains and air.  
We have been experimenting with the snow and 
talking about how animals stay warm in winter. 

We have a roomful of preschool photogra-
phers.  We received five new cameras through 
the Donors Choose Program and we have been 
using them everyday!  We have learned how to 
take a selfie, how to center on our subject and 
how to edit pictures. We are having so much 
FUN with them.  We can’t wait to take some out-
door spring pictures. 

Rutland Natural Resources Conservation District 

By Nanci McGuire   
 

Trees beautify our surroundings, save energy and protect 
waterways.  For these reasons and others the Rutland Natu-
ral Resources Conservation District (a non-profit organiza-
tion) is offering a spring planting program.   

All stock is bare root and offered at a reasonable cost.  It 
is necessary to plant bare-root trees immediately in order to 
keep the roots from drying out. The Rutland Conservation 
District has been offering this program for over 20 years and 
has sold thousands of plants. 

Some of what is available are: balsam fir, fraser fir,  Colo-
rado blue spruce, white spruce, sugar maple, birch, hazelnut, 
lilac, elderberry, butterfly bush, cranberry and apple, pear, 
plum and peach. Strawberry, blueberry and raspberry are 
also available.    

This sale helps to generate funds to support the District’s 
many programs. For further information, or an order form, 
please contact Nanci McGuire at the Rutland District of-
fice 802-775-8034 ext. 117 or visit https://www.vacd.org/
conservation-districts/rutland/ . 

 

Orders will be taken until April 15, 2019, or until sup-
plies last, so order early!   

mailto:smikovich@yahoo.com
https://www.vacd.org/conservation-districts/rutland/
https://www.vacd.org/conservation-districts/rutland/
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By Danielle Monroe, Interim Executive Director  
 

As 2019 starts out, Rutland Town School continues its 
close partnership with Wonderfeet Kids' Museum. In 
January, kindergarten classes came to the museum 
for a field trip and STEM program called Motion Com-
motion. Fourth grade will also participate in an electric-
ity program called Circuit Circus and the preschool will 
take a field trip to Wonderfeet, both in February. 

During February break, the museum will be open 
every day and Wonderfeet staff will be host and 
participate in activities throughout Rutland as part of 
Winterfest.   

The staff will host Curling for Kids at Giorgetti Rink 
on February 21. will winter crafts  at 
both the hospital and Main Street Park during Winter 
Fun at RRMC and the Snow Sculpting Contest. And 
join us at The Palms on Saturday night February 23, 
for the Loved Ones and Little Ones Winter Dance. 
Tickets to the dance are available on our website. 

For moms and dads looking for a fun date night 
out, Wonderfeet will once again host our Grown-Ups 
Playdate at Stonehedge Indoor Golf. Join us Satur-
day, March 2 from 7pm-11pm for contests, shuffle-
board, foosball, and cornhole. $40 per person covers 
games, a buffet and dessert bar, and golf simulators. 
Beer and wine specials, a silent auction and raffle will 
also be featured. Tickets available on our website or 

that night.  
Once again, voters will be asked to support 

Wonderfeet Kids' Museum on Town Meeting Day. 
We are asking for the same sum as last year, $4500. 
Your vote allows us to continue our partnerships with 
local organizations like Rutland Mental Health, Easter 
Seals, and pediatric, physical, occupational, and 
speech therapists to offer free use of the museum with 
their clients. It also supports our mission of making the 
museum accessible to everyone in Rutland County 
through reduced price memberships and entry fees. 
Town funding allows us to continue our outreach work 
making visits with specially developed curriculum and 
programming to local schools, like Rutland Town 
School. We thank you for your votes, continued     
support and partnership! 

Rutland Town’s Most Valued Views    

Barbara Noyes Pulling, RT Planning Commission    
 

You may recall that last fall the Rutland Town Planning Commission conducted a survey to get feedback on what 
residents consider the best views in Rutland Town. We had you choose from a list of 20 scenic areas (also known as 
viewsheds) that the Planning Commission added to the Town Plan several years ago.  

We wanted to know if residents valued some of these views more so than others. Thirty five respondents picked 
their top five views. The most popular views are as follows with percent and number of respondents. 

 

Post Road - from Rob Shawn Place to Post Road Extension to Mendon town line  48.6% 17 
Boardman Hill - from Quarteline Road to the West Rutland town line 42.9% 15 
Blueberry Lane - from Prospect Hill Rd. to end of Blueberry Lane 34.3% 12 
North Grove Street - from McKinley Avenue to the Pittsford town line 34.3% 12 
Prospect Hill Road - from US Rt. 7 to East Pittsford Road 34.3% 12 
Sugarwood Hill Road - from US Rt. 7 to Oakridge Drive 31.4% 11 
East Pittsford Road - from Russell Drive to Tamarack Lane 28.6% 10 
US Rt. 4 Bypass - from Quarterline Road to Otter Creek 25.7%   9 
US Rt. 7 North - from East Pittsford Road to Sugarwood Hill Road 22.9%   8 
Creek Road - from US Rt. 4 overpass to Clarendon town line 20.0%   7 
McKinley Avenue - from the fire station to the crossing with North Grove St. 20.0%   7 

 

Using the survey results, the Planning Commission then decided to map these scenic areas to help us make devel-
opment decisions in the future. For instance, if a solar farm is proposed for a certain part of town, is it in one of these 
preferred viewsheds?  But how do you determine which specific parcels of land in town are part of these important 
panoramic views? We knew we needed help, so we enlisted a geography/geographic information systems (GIS) class 
from Middlebury College. The finishing touches on the students’ analysis are being made now. If all goes well, we 
hope to share that report in the next issue of The Circle.  Please stay tuned! 



Rutland Town School 
1612 Post Road 
Rutland, VT  05701 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage Paid 
Permit No. 28 
Rutland, VT 

Rutland Town School . . . Where Futures Begin! 

 

 Address Service Requested 

 
 

 

MARCH  
  4 Informational Town Meeting RTS 
  7:00 pm RTS Cafeteria 
  5 Town Meeting Day – Vote  Town Hall 

 and Rutland Town School 7 am - 7 pm 
  Friends of Music meets – 4:30 pm 

 Chorus room, RTS 
  4th Grade Science Fair - 5 - 6 pm 
  RTS band room and science lab 
  6 PTO Meets 6:00 pm, RTS 
    7&28 Planning Commission meets   

 7 pm Town Hall 
 11 School Board meets – 6 pm  
 RTS Library 
   14&15 No School – Supervisory      

 District  In-Service  
 19 Select Board meets – 6 pm   
 Town Hall   
      21 PTO Supermarket Bingo  
 Dinner 5:30, Bingo at 6:00 RTS 
      29 Friends of Music Jazz Bistro  
 6:30 – 8:30 pm,  RTS Gym. 

 
 

APRIL  
 1 Dog License Deadline –Town Hall 
 2 Friends of Music meets – 4:30 pm, RTS 

2,16,30  Select Board meets – 6 pm   
  Town Hall 
   4&5 Early Release days – 11:55 am 

 8 School Board meets – 6 pm  RTS     
 Library 

  9 Article deadline for April Circle issue  
13  Hazardous Waste Drop off          
 8:30-12:30 Transfer Station   

15   Conservation District Plant Sale          
 order deadline (Page 10) 

 RTS Spring Break 
18  Planning Commission meets – 7 pm 
 Town Hall 

     19    Town High School Scholarships           
   Applications due in Town Office by noon
   

 

     **   3rd Property tax payment due May 10th 
 

RUTLAND TOWN  

 :   rutlandtown.com  and  rutlandtownschool.org  

 


