
1 

 

The Circle        
Rutland Town’s Link  between School and Community 

By Carol Bam 
 

Select Board Chairman, Josh Terenzini, 
extends a big thank you to Rutland Town voters 
from department heads and town personnel for 
the resounding support demonstrated at the 
polls on March 5. All budgets passed with wide 
margins. The Police Dept. budget with funding 
for an additional full time officer and cruiser 
passed 771 to 125.  Terenzini said the board is 
appreciative. “It’s a good feeling for elected offi-
cials to realize that their efforts to craft responsi-
ble budgets and then explain them to the tax-
payers have been understood and supported. 
Because these budgets passed, we can contin-
ue an aggressive street paving program, ensure 
that our Fire Dept. has the best equipment 
available to do their job safely, and we can con-
tinue to expand our recreational resources.”   

A case in point, the Mead Falls pocket park 
will go from concept to reality very soon. The 
town will partner with Green Mountain Power 
which owns the hydro dam creating the falls.  
As spring progresses, site visits will determine 
where trees and brush need to be cleared. No 
construction is anticipated and resident contri-
butions of labor and elbow grease are welcome.   

Creating a destination park follows several 
major improvements that have gradually trans-
formed the western Route 4 entry into town 
from eyesore to pleasing welcome. The worst of 
the crumbling structures of Flory Plaza are gone 

and the larger building is being rehabbed 
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RTS UPDATE FROM Co-Principals  

 

Spring is a busy time at Rutland Town School. This month 
we were pleased to present “Seussical, Jr.”  Many of our stu-
dents participated in this wonderful production from Grades     
2-7.  We would like to thank Mr. McGee and Ms. McReynolds 
for getting our drama program up and running. Thank you also 
to the many volunteers who helped with set design, costuming 
and the production in general.  We also would like to thank the 
PTO for their generous donation that allowed us to purchase 
the rights to the play as well as their fundraising efforts on our 
behalf. We couldn’t do this without the support of so many 
members of the RTS community! 

The eighth grade will be taking their annual trip to Wash-
ington, DC this May. They will be seeing many of the sights in 
DC including: the White House, Lincoln Memorial, Smithson-
ian Museums, Arlington National Cemetery and much more. 
We appreciate all that the families have done to fundraise for 
students to go on this amazing trip.   

We are pleased to be hosting a US Naturalization Ceremo-
ny at 1 pm, May 23. Our band will perform and our students 
will be able to witness this great American tradition first hand. 
Our annual Memorial Day ceremony will be held the following 
day at 9:30 on May 24. The public is welcome at both events. 

(Continued on Page 8)  
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Creating a Park  

at Mead Falls   
 

The information for this article 
came from Select Board member 
Mary Ashcroft 
 

Developing a park at Mead Falls 
will be done in cooperation with 
Green Mountain Power which 
owns the hydro power plant at 
the falls. The town owns a 50 
foot wide strip, and GMP the 
rest. Some brush and trees will 
be cleared—a recent botanical 
inventory by GMP as part of their relicensing with the Federal   
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) indicates there are no 
rare species in the area.  

Mary Ashcroft, who heads the project for the town, says 
GMP has been receptive to town goals. In fact, GMP had   
designed a similar park at this location a few years ago as part 
of FERC relicensing. The town will work with them to establish  

          (Continued on Page 2) 
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pathways to the fishing area near the falls, to     
an overlook, and to a sandy spit which will likely 
make a good launch area for kayaks and         
canoes.   

Preliminary plans from Mark Youngstrom also 
define fencing in some areas, parking and a pic-
nic area with tables. Chief Ed Dumas will also 
weigh in to make sure that area has necessary 
security features and can be policed easily.  

The town was invited to a recent meeting at 
GMP to discuss the relicensing process with 
stakeholders. Ashcroft represented the town.  
Also present were representatives from: 

◙ Vermont Fish and Wildlife. There are brook, 
rainbow and brown trout near the base of the 
falls, and the state stocks the area each year.  

◙ Vermont Agency of Natural Resources water 
quality division. They want to insure that the 
dam doesn’t negatively impact local water 
quality. 

◙ Vermont Historic Preservation which is inter-
ested because of the pre-Revolutionary War 
history of the area with the Mead settlement, 
and because the power dam and plant itself  
is architecturally and historically significant. 

◙ Vermont Natural Resources Council, a non- 
profit environmental organization which is  
interested in insuring access to Otter Creek, 
and portages for canoeists and kayakers. 

Seussical Jr. is a celebration of loyalty and kindness. 
RTS Drama Club has shown us all that and more. These 
young people are as loyal as Gertrude, as kind as Hor-
ton and as uniquely talented as The Cat.  

Thank you to our cast and crew for being brave and 
bold. We’re sure you’ll shine bright- wherever you go!  

In addition to our excitement about our first musical 
we are also pleased to announce that Rutland Town 
School parents and theater lovers have created Friends 
of Theater. This booster club will help support Theater 

productions at RTS for years to come. 

 

Rutland Town School Drama Club Presents Seussical Jr. 
Kelly McGee & Beth McReynolds, Club Co-Advisors 

(Mead Falls ~ Continued from Page 1) 
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From Town Clerk/Treasurer  

Kirsten Hathaway 
 

Happy Spring everyone! Just a quick reminder that 
the third and final installment for this tax year is due 
on Friday, May 10, 2018. The office will stay open 
until 4:00 pm that day. We will also accept payment 
as on time with a valid USPS postmark on or before 
May 10. Please do not delay in sending this in or you 
will receive an 8% delinquency penalty on top of the 
standard 1% interest.  If you have any questions, 
please give us a call or stop in. We are always here 
to help!  
 

The office will be closed on Monday, May 27 in      
observance of Memorial Day 

From Bill Sweet 

Upcoming Dates for Town Hall 
 

The dates for Select Board meetings are May 14 and 
28, and June 11 and 25 at 6:00 pm. Celebration Day 
planning meetings are held at 4:00 pm before Select 
Board meetings. 
 

Planning Commission meetings are May 9 and 30, 
and June 20 at 7:00 pm. 
 

We have added two new sections to the Town web-
site, a section for municipal job openings and a     
section where we will post current bid requests. 
Both are accessible from the Notices section of the 
home page. 

RTS Kindergarten Registration  
2019-2020 School Year  

 

Registration for Kindergarten children for the 2019-2020 school year 
opens March 11 through April 15*.  The registration form is available   
either by contacting Pam Mock at 775-0566, ext. 4001, or e-mail 
pam.mock@grcsu.org.  The form needs to be completed and re-
turned to Rutland Town School as soon as possible. Screenings will  
take place  in June. 
 

As per our School Board Policy, all Kindergarteners must have 
reached their fifth (5th) birthday on or before August 31, 2019. 
 

 

* after the deadline, we will always take children that are school-age and ready  

News From the Rec 

By Director Mike Rowe 
 

With the recently nice weather we are ready for spring sports. The     
Majors and Minors baseball season will start playing games during the first 
week of May and continue till the last week of June. The Mighty Mites    
program (grades 1-2) will start on Wednesday, May 1 at 6:00 pm at North-
wood Park.  T-Ball this year will start on Friday, May 10 from 5:00-6:00   
behind the school and run for 6 weeks.   

Swim lesson sign up dates are June 5-6 from 5:00-7:00 at the pool .  
After this day you may sign up any time the pool is open. On June 8, 
weather permitting, the pool will open for weekends only until school gets 
out June 19.   

This spring and summer we will be increasing the options for activities 
at Northwood Park. We are adding a disc golf course and defined hiking 
and biking trails. We will need of volunteers to create these new activities in 
the park. Signs and info on days that help is needed will be posted in the  
paper, at the park, as well as on the town website and Facebook page.   

We are also planning 4th of July fireworks, the town-wide Celebration 
Day on July 6, and many other events at the pool this summer.  Check out 
the Recreation page on the town website at www.rutlandtown.com .  

If you have questions or wish to help, please contact Michael Rowe at 
779-2518. Have a great spring! 

http://www.rutlandtown.com/
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RUTLAND FREE LIBRARY UPDATE 

From  Randal  Smathers,  Director 
 

Murder by the Book 
We’re hosting an outrageous murder mystery party  

at the Library on May 3, from 7-9 PM. There will be live 
music, delicious food, loads of door prizes, over-the-top 
suspects, a local beer tasting plus wine, and a delightful 
whodunit to solve. This is our largest fundraiser for the 
year. Tickets are $60 per person and all proceeds support 
library programs.  

 

Summer Reading 
The Summer Reading Program is one of our most  

important things we do all year around.  Students who 
read during the summer do much better in school than 
those who don’t, and the Summer Reading Program at 
RFL provides a fun, supportive atmosphere for those 
young readers. The theme this year is “A Universe of Sto-
ries” and is all about space exploration. 

There will be junior astronaut training, a visit from a 
traveling planetarium and lots more. Watch the library 
website at rutlandfree.org for details. One event we’re 
particularly excited about is that we’ll be hosting a display 
of genuine moon rocks on loan from NASA in conjunction 
with the 50th anniversary of Neil Armstrong’s “giant leap 
for mankind,” on July 20.  

1,000 Books 
We are inviting children to read 1,000 books  before 

kindergarten - bedtime stories totally count!  Drop by the 
help desk and get a reading log.  For every 100 books they 
log, kids get a free book and sticker to mark their pro-
gress. You’ll be surprised how quickly they add up.  It 
starts kids on a lifetime love of reading and develops liter-
acy skills that will help them every day of their lives.  

And as always, we would like to thank the voters of 
Rutland Town for their support of the Rutland Free    
Library budget on Town Meeting Day, and our sponsors 
for Murder by the Book: Rutland Regional Medical Center, 
Heritage Family Credit Union, Omya, Tom & Tricia Hueb-
ner, Ryan Smith & Carbine, Facey ,Goss & McPhee and all 
our many  in-kind sponsors and donors! 

Guest Visit - Mr. Leigh Adams  
By Linda Mullin Kindergarten Teacher  

 

Who better to talk about schools long ago 
than our Rutland Town School neighbor, Mr. 
Leigh Adams? Mr. Adams grew up on Post Road 
in Rutland Town. At that time, there were several 
one room school houses until the present build-
ing was completed in 1967. I was thrilled that he 
agreed to visit the Kindergarten students.  

He brought a photo of himself with his class 
and teacher in front of the Mill Village School. 
The students were attentive listeners and asked 
relevant and focused questions: “What did you 
eat for lunch?” “What did you do at school?” 
“What did you wear?”  

The students were surprised that Mr. Adams 
walked to school and that the teacher wrote with 
chalk. Many of the children liked the fact that 
there was one teacher and brothers and sisters 
worked together in the same room. Thank you, 
Mr. Leigh Adams, for being a wonderful and kind 
resource to our students. 

 
Thank you’s from Olivia (left) and William 
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Our Most Valued Views - The Sequel 
By Barbara Noyes Pulling, Chair  
Rutland Town Planning Commission   

 

The Rutland Town Planning Commission has com-
pleted its work with Middlebury College on a viewshed 
analysis of the town’s best views.  

Using surveys filled out by town residents and      
students in one of the college’s geography/geographic 
information systems (GIS) program classes and then com-
bining those results with spatial mapping and statistics, 
the class evaluated 20 scenic roads (viewsheds) in Rut-
land Town. As a result of the students’ work, the list of 
20 road segments was reduced slightly to 16.  The new 
list can be found on pages  78-79 and the entire energy 
section is on pages 38-70 of the latest draft Town Plan 
found here on the town website:    

 

https://www.rutlandtown.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/
draft-COMPLETE-w_-APPENDIX_Rutland-Town-
Plan_March-28-2019.pdf  

   

The class took its analysis a step further and gave the 
town some extraordinarily useful information to use when 
making decisions on future development projects. For 

From the Rutland Town     

Fire Department 
By BJ Hathaway 

 

Happy spring from the folks at 
the Rutland Town Fire Department!  
Although this year it is coming at an 
extremely slow pace, we would like to remind you 
that as the snow continues to melt and with the im-
pending warm and sunny days ahead, the risk of 
grass and brush fires increases immensely. The Fire 
Department wants to remind everyone that there is 
no open burning allowed in Rutland Town without 
obtaining a burning permit. Permits may be obtained 
by calling one of the following people: 
 

Forest Fire Warden:  Joe Denardo   (802)-773-1542 
Assistant Fire Chief:  Chris Clark  (802)-773-5098 
Assistant Fire Chief:  Mike Carlson  (802)-775-2686 
 

As always to report a fire or  
any other emergency, Dial 911 

 

The Fire Department would like to thank the   
community for its continued support by passing our 
budget for the upcoming fiscal year. Your continued 
support is greatly appreciated! 

As always the department is continually seeking 
new members. Applications can be obtained by con-
tacting any current member or stopping by either fire 
station on Wednesday evenings after 7pm. 

In closing the department would like to say thank 
you to Nate Hudson. Nate has been a member of the 
department for a little over 3 years and was elected 
Lieutenant in January.  Nate and his wife have decid-
ed to move back to their home town in Pennsylvania.  
Nate’s good humor and strong work ethic will be 
missed by all.  We wish Nate and his wife Megan the 
best of luck in all their future endeavors. 

example, the map shows the segments of roads where 
our best views can be enjoyed. (See the town website 
where roads appear in red.) The map also shows how 
visible these views are - parcel by parcel - as you’re 
traveling along these roads. If there‘s high visibility, it 
may not be the best place for development, such as a 
large solar array. 

The map and the class’s full analysis are available 
in the appendix of the draft Town Plan. This analysis 
will be very helpful to the planning commission in de-
termining whether future development may adversely 
affect our views; one of a number of considerations we 
use to make decisions on proposed new development.  

The Planning Commission would be the first to   
admit that energy planning can appear daunting at first. 
So if you want to know more, there will be two oppor-
tunities for you to comment or ask questions when the     
Select Board holds public hearings in the coming 
months. We sincerely welcome your input.  

https://www.rutlandtown.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/draft-COMPLETE-w_-APPENDIX_Rutland-Town-Plan_March-28-2019.pdf
https://www.rutlandtown.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/draft-COMPLETE-w_-APPENDIX_Rutland-Town-Plan_March-28-2019.pdf
https://www.rutlandtown.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/draft-COMPLETE-w_-APPENDIX_Rutland-Town-Plan_March-28-2019.pdf
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Thank you voters for supporting the highway budget 
on Town Meeting day.  I have many projects 
planned for this spring and summer. Paving should 
start sometime after May 15.  I will post the start 
times on the Town’s Facebook page and Front 
Porch Form.  Paving this year will include two con-
struction projects that will affect traffic. The first one 
will be on North Grove Street near the former Ger-
don Farm. The blind hill in front of the property will 
be lowered and the side slopes cut back to allow 
more room for snow removal in the winter and 
greater visibility.  North Grove Street will be closed 
during the day to facilitate construction. I anticipate 
this will take 3 or 4 days.   
 

The other project is on McKinley Ave. Hill.  A new 
road base will be installed under a section of road 
that frost heaves.  Ditches will be reestablished and 
the road paved from the bottom of the hill to Kier-
sted’s driveway. One lane traffic will be maintained 
for this project. 
 

Green Up Day this year will be on Saturday, May 4.  
Bags may be picked up at the Transfer Station or at 
the Town Office the week before Green Up Day.  
Watch for announcements on the Town’s Facebook 
page and Front Porch Forum.  Filled bags of road 
trash can only be delivered to the Transfer Station 
on Saturday May 4  between 8:00 am and noon.  If 
you are not able to take your bags to the Transfer 
Station you may leave your bags beside the road 
and the road crew will pick them up on Monday fol-
lowing Green Up Day.  If you leave them beside the 
road PLEASE call the Highway Garage at 773-8128 
and leave a message where the bags have been 
left.  This saves us time finding the bags.  Your help 
on Green Up Day is very much appreciated.  Enjoy 
the spring. 

 

  Road Notes  
   from Byron Hathaway, 

            Road Commissioner 

 
 
 

Doing Good in the World 
 

Second grader Samuel Turgeon made lollipops 
and sold them at school, raising $144 for Vermont 
Adaptive Ski and Sports!  That’s enough to scholar-
ship a full day of skiing including lift ticket, lesson, and 
adaptive equipment or 3 half days of kayaking. Every 
penny counts!  

Thank you Samuel for doing good in the world!  
#sportsforeverybody  #vtadaptive.  In December, 
he made and sold dog biscuits and donated all of his 
profits to the Rutland County Humane Society.  
Way to go Samuel!   

Rutland Town Seniors 
By James B Hall; VP/Treasurer 

 

Our Senior lunches have resumed. Weather 

being good in March, the first lunch was at Sew-

ard’s Family Restaurant on March 19. For the 

next meeting we will return to Seward's on April 

23, gathering time at 11:30 am. We invite any 

Rutland Town resident 55 years of age or older 

to join us. The cost is $5.00, with any additional 

charges paid for by our treasury. At this meet-

ing we will hold the election of officers and dis-

cussion of matters of interest to the group. 

On Friday May 31, the second luncheon at 

Rutland Town School will be held. This was a 

first for us last year and a great success. We will 

go again because of our enjoyment of the school 

program, our interaction with students, and of 

course the jazz band performance - absolutely 

the best!  Messages containing details will be 

sent as we get closer to the date. Any questions, 

comments, or concerns about the April meeting, 

please call me at 773-5913. 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/sportsforeverybody?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAU8nzRfbPr5if0hnQ48nRk5KQ4WvXo2t0lK_p3xeQmkyCKzN2knEMhCD3SaQcPDtyGWlCttiEriAVrleG4CVqblfWgtw0gmB4zNv1OOzLB46zLp8kCcdat3WmR-trDb47bhVHS7Ra8geMpm0E2SQ-2MQrEAFH5
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/vtadaptive?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAU8nzRfbPr5if0hnQ48nRk5KQ4WvXo2t0lK_p3xeQmkyCKzN2knEMhCD3SaQcPDtyGWlCttiEriAVrleG4CVqblfWgtw0gmB4zNv1OOzLB46zLp8kCcdat3WmR-trDb47bhVHS7Ra8geMpm0E2SQ-2MQrEAFH58iT4LzXw
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Fourth Grade  
Science Fair Results 
 

By Kathryn Duguay and Jenn 

Chapdelaine, 4th Grade Teachers 
 

The seventh annual Rutland Town School 
Science Fair was held on Tuesday, March 
5th.  All fourth graders did an amazing job 
presenting their experiments to students dur-
ing the day and community members and 
judges in the evening.  It was evident that a 
lot of hard work went into these projects. We 
would like to thank all the fourth grade fami-
lies for their support and encouragement at 
home.  We would also like to thank Noah Hurlburt and Aaron Audet for allowing the fourth grade to use their 
classrooms for the science fair. Finally, a special thank you goes to our panel of judges including: Sarah Tetz-
laff, Debbie Rodolfy, Lori Patterson, Dr. Debra Taylor, and 8th grade students Mia Marsh and Tristan Stute. 
After much collaboration, the judges chose the following students to receive a medal for their experiment and 
presentation: Kyra Gammons, Earl Saunders, Logan McKenna, Sophia Cavalieri, Steven Downs, Corlei Daub, 
Hunter Houghton, and Faith Majka.  

Box Tops  
For Education 
By Melissa L.A. Knox 

 

For the past 3 years I have been the RTS  Box 
Tops for Education program coordinator. With 
the help of the community, RTS has raised 
$1,804.50 from the fall of 2016 through the 
spring of 2019 by simply cutting and submitting 
box tops! 
 

I appreciate all the support I have received 
while coordinating this PTO fundraiser. The next 
submission deadline is Nov. 1, 2019. Please con-
tinue to help RTS by cutting out and sending in 
the BTFE logo from products. See a list of items 
at boxtops4education.com . 

Coping with Spring Allergies  
By Lisa Lones RN BSN 

 

According to the American College of Allergy, Asth-
ma and Immunology (ACAAI) more than 50 million 
Americans have seasonal allergies. To help those 
with seasonal allergies cope, the ACAAI has put 
together a list of spring allergy facts. 

 

◙ Pollen counts are expected to double by the 
year 2040, rising annually. This is due to eco-
nomic growth, temperature and human         
induced change. 

◙ Where you live determines the severity of suf-
fering.  Begin by eliminating allergy triggers in 
your home environment. 

◙ Start allergy medicine before you feel symp-
toms. Allergists recommend starting treatment 
two weeks before your symptoms typically   
surface. 

◙ A mild winter may cause an early release of 
pollens from certain trees, and a longer sea-
son may be worsened by the priming effect. 
Once allergy sufferers are exposed to this  
early pollen, their immune system is primed to 
react to the allergens, meaning there will be 
little relief even if temperatures cool down be-
fore spring is in full bloom. If weather reports 
call for a streak of warm days, begin taking 
your medication. 

◙ April Showers may cause an increase in 
symptoms. Rain can promote plant and pollen 
growth. Wind can spread pollen and molds 
into the air. 

 

For more information: acaai.org. 
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by Jump for Fun which will move in from its city location. The 
first step in the makeover was construction of the Joseph  
Denardo Fire Station which opened across  the street in 2015.  
Long range planning by the town and support from town tax-
payers made it happen. 

The Select Board has been inundated with proposals for 
installing solar collectors principally at Northwood’s former 
landfill site. Board members are “nowhere near a consensus 
on whether to proceed with any of them,” said Terenzini.  Be-
fore a direction can be charted, many questions have yet to be 
asked and answered about the long and short term rewards 
and potential downsides to building a solar complex. Benefits 
to the town may include lower energy costs and the potential 
for rental income from others buying into the grid. But how a 
solar installation might impact Northwood Park’s other uses is 
a serious consideration. Despite various incentives and exter-
nal pressure for a quick decision, Terenzini assures residents 
that the Board will not rush the process.   

The 3rd annual Rutland Town Celebration Day is planned 
for Sat. July 6, rain date Sunday, July 7.  Activities are still 
being decided for the festival which starts at 11:00 and will go 
into the evening with a chili cook off at dinner time and a live 
band performance.  The committee is brainstorming options—
how about a giant water balloon fight, or a visit from a DART 

helicopter?!  If you have ideas or want to help plan, attend a 
meeting. They are scheduled at 4:00 before the regular Select 
Board meeting every other week at the Town Office (see Cal-
endar, back page).  If you can’t attend, contact board Adminis-
trative Assistant Bill Sweet at 773-2528 Ext 13, Josh Terenzini 
at  353-7749 or make contact via the town Facebook page.  

The Building Committee is designing renovations to the 
Clerk and Treasurer’s Office. The projects caps off a series of 
upgrades staged over the last five years. First, a Police Dept. 
squad room was created by reconfiguring existing offices. 
Windows were replaced with energy efficient units. Bathrooms 
have been spruced up, new carpet and paint freshened the 
Select Board room and entry hall.  Slate roof and masonry 
repairs were made, and the building’s exterior siding was 
pressure washed and repainted last year.  

But the remaining work at the heart of the town office is 
the most significant project. The renovation has two main 
goals:  to modernize the space permitting easier access to 
records and technology;  and more importantly, to incorporate 
up to date safety features to protect town employees, visitors 
and those conducting business at the Town Office. 

The renovation budget is $50- 70,000. The board is close 
to soliciting bids for the project which will begin after July 1. 

Town Recreation areas will get a facelift this year as well. 
After a successful timber harvest at Northwood, netting more 
than $ 50,000 for the School and Town, the town Rec depart-
ment along with Highway personnel will clean up the smaller 
debris left by the timber sale. Rec director, Mike Rowe, will 
call upon interested residents to help lay out new walking and 
running trails along with a disc golf course and add signage 
and maps so people know where they are.  

At Dewey Field, the tennis and basketball courts will be 
resurfaced, the parking area will be expanded and paved by 
the Highway Dept. with an aim to improve pedestrian safety 
and traffic flow on the street. The upgrades will also keep 
more cars out of the way of the occasional windshield busting 
foul ball.  

(Town News ~ Continued from Page 1) 

Mrs. Dubois’s Preschool Studies Space 
 

We have been having so much fun at RTS Preschool  
learning about  Robots and Space. Here are some of the 
things the children wanted you to know about space: 
 

1.   When the sun goes down the moon goes up 

2.  The sun is a star made of burning gas 

3.  We made stars, planets and asteroids 

4.  The Earth has a crust and a core, also a mantle                

5.  Aliens live in space. 

6.  We made a rocket ship (see photo) 

7.  We live on planet Earth 

8.  Jupiter and Neptune are outer planets 

9.  We use backpacks for our jet and air packs. 

10. The Earth is an inner planet. 
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PTO Update 
By Lauren Davis  

 

Rutland Town School PTO sincerely thanks our 
parents and the community for all of their support 
this year. Without your help we would not have  
been able to pull off any of the events that we have, 
including the Seussical Jr. musical production.  

We look forward to more successful events and 
activities.  If you’re interested in updated informa-
tion, please Like our page on Facebook at Rutland 
Town School PTO. All events and planning meetings 
will be posted there so everyone can be informed. 

SVCOA Honors Town Resident Andrea Rivers,  
As Long-time Senior Companion Volunteer 

By Aaron Brush, Caregiver, Volunteer and  
Senior Companion Coordinator with SVCOA 

 

Southwestern Vermont Council on Aging recently said fare-
well to Andrea “Andy” Rivers, a dedicated, long-time volunteer 
and Rutland Town resident who has had a significant impact on 
the agency and its clients for nearly a decade.  

As Volunteer and Senior Companion Coordinator with 
SVCOA and Andy’s volunteer supervisor during her time with the 
agency, I recently shared a few thoughts on Andy, her contribu-
tions to the agency, and the countless clients she has influenced 
over the years.  

“Andy has been a long-time Senior Companion volunteer for 
SVCOA, just shy of nine years. Over that time, Andy has helped 
countless people (clients) through the Senior Companion Pro-
gram.  I don’t have an exact number, but the number clients 
whom she has helped as a Senior Companion is in the 40-plus 
range.  Not only that, as JUST a senior companion volunteer she 
has served in the range of 10,400 plus hours, amazingly, an  
average of 25 hours per week for over eight years!  

And, what makes Andy special is that she didn’t merely go 
through the motions and see these folks, she successfully estab-
lished long-lasting, caring and dependable relationships (friend-
ships) with her clients, friendships that last a lifetime. Andy never 
did the bare minimum; she has always gone above and beyond 
in her duties as a volunteer in order to better the lives of her cli-
ents.  She always did so with her head held high and a smile on 
her face. I can’t count how many times I’ve received a call or a 
letter from one of Andy’s clients saying how thankful they are to 
have Andy in their life, how much she has bettered their lives, 
and just how incredible she truly is.   

Not only has Andy dedicated nearly nine years to the Senior 
Companion Program, she has also volunteered for SVCOA in 
many other capacities as well over the course of that time. She 
has also organized, planned and coordinated senior bus trips all 
over the state of Vermont. She has always been the one who 
spearheads these bus trips, completely voluntarily.  Additionally, 
Andy has helped me out at my Memory Cafés every month for  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
three years now, and has also volunteered  
for SVCOA doing numerous other ‘odd jobs’ 
such as collecting signatures for town funding, 
and coordinating meal site trips and assis-
tance, etc.   

It’s worth mentioning that there is likely 
even more volunteering that Andy has done 
for SVCOA on her own time that she simply 
never recorded; it is just the nature of who 
she is.  I speak for the entire SVCOA organi-
zation when I say that Andrea Rivers has truly 
been an invaluable asset to this agency for 
nearly a decade and the lives she has 
touched and the programs she has been a 
part of simply would not be the same without 
her. For that, we are all forever grateful. 

We were deeply saddened by the news of 
Andy’s retirement as a Senior Companion and 
will miss her greatly, but know that she will 
continue to do great things no matter what 
she does or wherever she goes.   

She turned 80 years old on March 9.  We 
wish her a very HAPPY BIRTHDAY and sin-
cerely thank her for years of selfless service 
as a volunteer for SVCOA.  She has touched 
the lives of so many and undoubtedly will con-
tinue that in years to come. There aren’t 
enough thanks in the world that we could give 
to Andy Rivers, but this is a great start!”  
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Spring 2019 at RTS Tapestry  
By Lori Mcneil, Site Coordinator 

 

It has been a very busy winter for the Tapestry After-

school program. The students have worked on a variety 

of activities. There was plenty of snow for sledding and 

other winter fun. We recently enjoyed the Tapestry 

Family event hosted by Rutland Intermediate School. 

Students enjoyed the exciting magic show put on by 

Tom Joyce and a delicious family dinner.  
 

Students have been working on a variety of things 
this winter such as tinkering, Crazy 8’s math program, 
and decorating the school with seasonal projects. We 
had a visit from VEEP (Vermont Energy Education Pro-
gram). Their representative, Laura McLaughlin, did a 
hands on presentation on energy with the students who   
enjoyed all the ways they could show how energy 
works. A few weeks later we followed up with a field trip 
to our local electrical company, Velco. Everyone had a 
great time learning so much about Vermont’s energy 
from our wonderful tour guides.   

Winter was fun but now students are excited to 
spend more time outside playing games and running 
around with their friends. They love to play kickball, 
baseball, or tag. We will also be focusing on energy as 
we explore all the materials VEEP let us borrow. Stu-
dents will explore types of energy and making cool pro-
jects relating to this concept.  

 We have more field trips this spring. Students will 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

have few more days of swimming at VAC and 
groups will also be going to Head Over Heels to 
tumble around. 

Summer Tapestry plans are already being 
made. This year’s theme will be “Rutland Town Tap-
estry Explores the Arts!” Each week we will delve 
into the study of a different art form. Topics will in-
clude painting, sculpture, music, sculpture, and 
more. Artists from the area will be invited to share 

their knowledge and talents with the children. To tie 
in with our theme we have planned other activities 
such as field trips, crafts, cooking, speakers, and 
demonstrations. We are also looking forward to  
visiting our beautiful state parks, area museums, 
and having fun days at the Northwood pool.  

Our summer camp dates are Monday, June 24 
through Friday, August 9.  Enrollment forms will be 
sent home with students in grades K-6 in early April. 
Sign up quickly to reserve your spot for the summer. 

There is still time to sign your children up for the 
Tapestry Afterschool Program. The program runs 
Monday - Friday from school dismissal until 5:30 
each day. If you are interested in sending your child 
to the Afterschool program or Summer Camp and 
would like more information please contact Lori 
McNeil at 779-6102. 
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Wonderfeet Museum 

Spring and Summer Programs 
By Danielle Monroe,  

Interim Executive Director 
 

Thank you to all Rutland Town residents who 
voted on Town Meeting to support Wonderfeet 
Kids’ Museum. We are honored to be a part of and 
serve your community!  

The museum closed for repairs and refurbishment in 
early April reopening on Saturday, April 6. A special 
thanks to Magic Brush Painting and Rutland High 
School students for helping during this week. 
Please stop in to see our new exhibits! Wonderfeet 
was open all week during Spring Break - April 15 - 19.  In 
addition, check out these upcoming events: 
 

Wonderfeet Kids’ Museum 3rd Annual Lip 
Sync Battle.  Saturday, April 27 at 6:00 pm. 

Local teams “sing”, dance, and generally make a 
spectacle of themselves all for a good cause! Join 
us at the Paramount Theater for the most fun night 
in Rutland! Tickets available at paramountvt.org 
 

Register online for the following camps at         
Wonderfeet-kidsmuseum.org 
 

Tinker Camp: Play with your FOOD  
Kids between ages 6 – 8.  August 5-9, 2019 
9 - 2pm at the Vermont Farmers Food Center 
 

Dig into your food. Campers will learn about bota-
ny, microbiology, and chemistry all while exploring 
where our food comes from. The camp will take 
place at the Food Center with a field trip mid-week. 
The challenge of the week? To create and execute 
a recipe in time for Friday’s Feast.  
 

Little Explorer’s Had A Farm (e-i-e-i-o!) 
Ages 3-5, caregiver welcome to accompany, but 
not required. August 5-9 from 9-11am.  

This hand’s on camp will have our little explorers 
getting down and dirty with where our food comes 
from. No moo-in’ around, we’ll dig right in with 
plants and what they need to grow. The week will 
include a variety of experiences, including a field 
trip and a feast with our friends.  
 

Robot Camp for Kids between ages 9 - 12.         
July 22-26.  9– 3pm @ Stafford Technical Center’s 
STEM Center 

Kids will explore the world of robots by designing 
solutions to real-world challenges. This camp will 
give young people the opportunity to build, test 
and see how effective their models work on a play-
ing  field.  Students will work cooperatively in 
teams to complete their challenges. Participants 
will have fun exploring a variety of STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Math) activities that 
develop problem-solving and critical thinking 
skills.   

OTHER SUMMER CAMPS  & CLASSES  
 

Finding summer activities for kids can be challenging. For 
sports and day camp options, check out the Rutland City Rec-
reation website (www.rutlandrec.com) 

The Rutland Herald advertised several camp options in a  
recent supplement.  A few are highlighted here. See other 
listings at www.rutlandherald.com/summercamp.  

For free and spur of the moment activities, Rutland Free 
Library offers special events (see page 4) along with their reg-
ular programing for children of all ages while promoting sum-
mer reading. Check out their website at www.rutlandfree.org. 

 

Safe Sitter classes are offered at Rutland Regional Medical 
Center for a $60 fee (some scholarships available.)  The 
course for young teens 11-13 years old teaches life and safety 
skills for would be babysitters. The curriculum has been up-
dated by the national Safe Sitter organization to reflect the 
most current evidence based practices. The Saturday class 
runs from 9:00 until 2:30 pm. Registration is still open for  the 
June 8, July 20 and  August 3 sessions. To register go to 
www.RRMC.org or call 802-772-2400. 

 

The Stafford Technical Center offers 3 camps:  
Arts and Technology for grades 6-8. July 29 - August  2.  
Construction Camp for grades 7-8 runs July 8-19.  
This camp introduces middle school students to the local con-
struction industry.  Each camper receives a toolbox and tools 
donated by Home Depot Rutland. 
Theme Camps for grades 7-9 July 8-12 and July 15-19.   Each 
one week camps will focus on a specific topics including Party 
foods, Auto Technology, STEM, Digital Photography, and new 
this year, Tree to project with other one week offerings to be 
announced soon. Find out more at staffordonline.org or call 
802-770-1068. 
 

Find kids’ camps at the Carving Studio & Sculpture Center.  
The July 15-19 camp is for kids ages 5-8;  the July 22-26  camp 
is for ages  9-12.  See info@carvingstudio.org or call 
802-438-2097. 
 

Killington Summer Camp offers week long, multiple week 
and daily options for three age groups, 4-6, 7-9 and 10-13. 
Activities include hikes, arts and crafts, swimming, games and 
more. Contact Killingtontown.com or call Cathy Foutch at   
802-422-3932. 
 

Boys and Girls Club on Merchants Row offers a program for 
kids 5-12 years old. It runs June 24 - August 9 from  9 - 3:00 
with breakfast and lunch provided. Contact Courtney Santor 
at 802-747-4944 Ext 20. 
 

Rutland Sport and Fitness has morning camps where kids      
5-15 can learn tennis, swim and participate in games and    
activities. A group for 3-4 year olds goes from 9-10:30.  Call          
802-775-9916 to find out more. 

http://paramountvt.org/
http://wonderfeetkidsmuseum.org/
https://wonderfeetkidsmuseum.org/tinkercamp/
https://wonderfeetkidsmuseum.org/littleexplorers/
https://wonderfeetkidsmuseum.org/robotcampbasic/
mailto:info@carvingstudio.org
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Rutland Town School . . . Where Futures Begin! 

 

 Address Service Requested 

 

APRIL  
 30 Select Board meets – Town Hall, 6 pm             
  (Celebration Day Committee meets 4 pm) 
 

MAY 
1 PTO meets - RTS Library, 6pm 
4 Green Up Day roadside trash  
 Collection (see page 6) 
5 Loyalty Day Parade  

  Rutland City – 2 pm 
7 Friends of Music meets   

 Band Room – 4:30 pm 
10  3rd Property Tax Installment Due 

 Town office open until 4:00 pm 
 9&30 ning Commission - Town Hall 7 pm
 13 School Board meets – RTS Library, 6 pm 
14&28 Select Board meets – Town Hall, 6 pm 
  (Celebration Day Committee meets 4 pm) 

23 US Naturalization Ceremony - 1 pm, RTS 
  K-4 Concert – RTS   
  1:30 Run through; Concert 6:30 pm  

24 Memorial Day ceremony - 9:30 am RTS 

   

  Early release at 11:55 am 
27  Town Hall closed 
  No school – Memorial Day Observance 
30  Grade 5-8 Band and Chorus Concert   

 1:30 Run through; Concert 6:30 pm 
 

JUNE 
     4  Friends of Music meets – RTS 3:30 pm  
 5-6  Swimming lesson signups at Pool, 5-7 pm 
     6  Article Deadline for June Circle issue  
   8 Northwood pool opens, weather permitting 
 10  School Board meets – RTS Library, 6 pm 
11&25  Select Board meets – Town Hall,  6 pm 
   (Celebration Day Committee meets 4 pm)  
 18 RTS 8th Grade Graduation - 7 pm  
 19 Last Day of school  
     20  Planning Commission meets, 7 pm 
 

JULY 
  6 Rutland Town Celebration Day at North

 wood Park 11 am till evening. Details to 
 follow. Rain date, Sunday July 7   

 

RUTLAND TOWN  

 :   rutlandtown.com  and  rutlandtownschool.org  

 


