
Stream	Corridor	Protection:	
What you need to know about Rutland’s required standards 
for properties along Moon Brook and Mussey Brook - 
effective June 1, 2019

Rutland	Town’s	citizens,	staff	and	
elected	officials	have	a	shared	
obligation,	under	Vermont	and	federal	
permit	requirements,	to	help	prevent	
flooding	and	pollution	in	Moon	Brook	
and	Mussey	Brook.		Runoff	and	
erosion	from	buildings,	decks,	lawns,	
and	clearing	have	affected	not	only	the	
quality	of	the	water	in	the	brooks,	but	
caused	substantial	erosion	and	
changes	to	the	stream	channel	itself.		
Pollution	from	fertilizer,	pesticides,	
and	outdoor	storage	areas	eventually	
reaches	Otter	Creek	and	Lake	
Champlain,	contributing	to	problems	
such	as	algae	blooms.	

One	of	the	Town’s	permit	obligations	is	
to	take	additional	steps	to	protect	and	
improve	the	buffer	areas	along	Moon	
Brook	and	Mussey	Brook.		Maintaining	
healthy	plantings	and	preventing	
building	or	clearing	in	stream	buffers	–	
the	area	within	50	feet	of	either	side	of	
the	stream	bank	–	filters	runoff	before	
it	reaches	the	stream,	helps	reduce	the	
potential	for	flood	damage,	and	keeps	
streams	cooler.	
	

The	dark	blue	line	outlines	the	watershed	of	Moon	Brook	and	Mussey	
Brook,	which	are	“impaired	waters”	under	Vermont	and	federal	
standards	and	require	additional	protection	from	stormwater	runoff	
and	pollution.		Properties	highlighted	in	 have	land	within	
fifty	feet	of	the	top	of	the	bank,	and	are	subject	to	the	new	
standards	outlined	in	this	flyer.		Specific	information	about	how	the	
new	standards	affect	your	property,	and	resources	to	help	you	
manage	your	land	within	the	stream	buffer,	are	available	from	the	
Town.	

The Select Board is notifying all property owners whose land abuts or straddles these brooks of new 
standards and limitations that must be adopted to comply with Vermont and federal permit 
requirements. The Town's Stormwater Ordinance adopted to comply with Vermont's standards for cities 
and towns with Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4), will require property owners to obtain 
permits for some building and clearing activities within 50 feet of the top of bank of Moon Brook and 
Mussey Brook.

This notice is provided to ensure that all affected property owners receive information about these 
regulations and requirements. The Town wants to ensure you have access to helpful information about why 
the regulations are being adopted, and understand how the new standards affect the use of private 
property. The Rutland Town Select Board and staff take your property rights very seriously, along with our 
collective responsibilities for environmental protection and permit compliance. You are encouraged to 
contact your Select Board or its Administrative Assistant, Bill Sweet, with any questions or concerns. You can 
reach them through the Town offices at 802-773-2528 x13. More information is available on the Town's 
website, www.rutlandtown.com.



How	will	the	Stormwater	Ordinance	and	Stream	Corridor	regulations	affect	my	property?	

ALL	PROPERTY	OWNERS	will	need	to	apply	for	a	Town	permit	for	certain	activities	within	50’	of	the	stream:	

A	planting	plan	must	be	approved	by	the	Administrative Officer for	removing	existing	trees	greater	
than	3	inches	in	diameter	(approximately	4’	above	grade) 	 unless	the	trees	are	dead,	damaged	or	
diseased.		Simple	erosion	control	and	re-planting	will	be	required	in	any	cleared	areas.	

A	land	disturbance	and	erosion/sediment	control	plan	must	be	approved	by	the	Stormwater	
Commission	for	any	construction	or	expansion	of	new	impervious	surface	within	the	stream	buffer.		
New	and	expanded	buildings,	paving,	or	structures	lead	to	stormwater	runoff,	erosion	and	higher	
temperatures	in	the	stream	and	are	strongly	discouraged	in	the	stream	buffer.	If	disturbance,	clearing,	
or	impervious	cover	is	approved,	the	Stormwater Commission	will	require	fencing	or	plants	to	be	
installed	parallel	to	the	stream,	in	order	to	protect	against	inadvertent	mowing,	clearing,	or	grading	in	
the	stream	buffer.			

The	Stormwater	Commission	must	approve	all	modification	or	expansion	of	impervious	surface	that	
already	exists	 if	the	area	lies	within	ten	feet	of	the	top	of	the	bank.	 	Plantings	or	other	stormwater	
treatment	may	be	required	if	these	areas	are	changed	or	expanded.		

New	turfgrass	lawn	areas	are	not	permitted	within	ten	feet	of	the	top	of	bank,	unless	a	land	
disturbance	and	erosion/sediment	control	plan	is	approved	by	the	Stormwater	Commission.		
Turfgrass	lawns	lead	to	fertilizer	runoff	that	is	a	leading	cause	of	algae	blooms	in	Otter	Creek	and	Lake	
Champlain.	

Moon	Brook	upstream	of	the	Town	
line.		Protecting	the	buffer	area	
within	50	feet	of	the	top	of	the	
bank	prevents	pollution	and	other	
water	quality	problems,	and	makes	
the	stream	less	prone	to	damaging	
erosion	and	flooding.	

SINGLE-FAMILY	and	DUPLEX	OWNERS	may	build	an	
accessory	building	or	pilings	for	decks	within	the	stream	
buffer	without	a	permit,	within	these	limits:	

Build	an	accessory	building,	such	as	a	shed,	within	
20	feet	of	the	top	of	bank	–	but	no	closer	than	10	
feet	to	the	top	of	the	bank.		The	total	area	of	land	
disturbance	for	footings	or	foundations	within	20	
feet	of	the	stream	bank	must	not	be	more	than	20	
square	feet.		No	permit	is	required	so	long	as	the	20	
SF	limit	is	met.		

In	addition	to	an	accessory	building,	owners	may	
install	tree	houses	or	decks	that	do	not	involve	at-
grade	(slab)	foundation	within	10	feet	of	the	top	of	
bank,	provided	the	total	area	disturbed	is	not	more	
than	20	square	feet.		No	permit	is	required	so	long	
as	the	20	SF	limit	is	met.	
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