


Our Town Report is dedicated to our Essential Workers. 

 

This was a year governed less by institutions of democracy and more by a deadly disease.  When the 
coronavirus—COVID-19—reached Vermont and our Town in early spring, it threatened our very lives. 
Schools, offices, businesses and churches closed.  Hospitals and nursing homes turned away visitors.  
Meetings went on line.  Social interaction dwindled to quick trips to the gas station and grocery store.  
Our community closed in on itself.   

Sweeping behind the virus came a flood of phrases that will forever eddy in our collective memory: 
social distancing, unprecedented times, remote learning, food insecurity, zoom meetings, mask 
mandate, super-spreaders, outbreak and self-quarantine, essential workers.   

Just who are essential workers?  Doctors, nurses and health care professionals come immediately to 
mind.  To those we add the less visible but vital janitors and cleaners, aides and staff at nursing and 
community care homes, truckers and delivery drivers, postal workers, farmers and food manufacturers, 
grocery store clerks and shelf stockers, IT guys, teachers, day care providers, and so many more. 

In Rutland Town, we’ve come to realize that all of our staff are essential workers.  Our police and fire 
departments speed emergency services to residents and visitors--risking their lives from exposure to the 
coronavirus as well as to the hazards of their profession.  Our road crews mask up and hit the road to 
plow, pave and mow.  Attendants at our transfer station revise routines to keep everyone safe as they 
collect household waste. Our recreation staff maintains our playing fields, walking trails and pool so that 
townspeople can exercise safely outdoors.  Our teachers hone remote communication skills and revise 
lesson plans as they reach out to teach our children.   

Inside town hall there are more essential workers. They smile behind plexiglass barriers, maintain hand 
sanitizer stations, check drop boxes, mail out ballots.  Our town clerks answer dozens of phone calls, pay 
the town’s bills and collect taxes, process the flood of deeds in a land boom as city dwellers flee to the 
relative safety of Vermont. Our listers track property transfers and values—guarding the wealth of our 
town’s grand list.  Our local governing boards—Select Board, School Board, Planning Commission and 
Board of Civil Authority—meet remotely to oversee our government and school.  Supporting the boards, 
managing the day to business of democracy, and patiently coaching on zoom meeting techniques, are 
our indefatigable town administrative assistant and our school administrators.   

To all of our essential workers—in our government and in our broader community--thank you!  We 
value your work, we applaud your initiatives to keep us safe, and we are grateful to you beyond 
measure. 
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