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     Rutland Town voters will face many 
choices this Town Meeting Day.  
     Voters will need to decide whether to 
fund a new fire and police facility, whether 
to appoint rather than elect a Road 
Commissioner, whether cannabis sales 
should be allowed in town, whether to 
increase the recreation depreciation fund to 
cover the eventual replacement of 
Northwood pool, and whether to transfer 
money to continue paying down on the 
Center Rutland Fire Station bond. Select 
Board members have written about each of 
these proposals elsewhere in this Circle. 
     Town reports have been mailed to 
residents, and contain 118 pages crammed 
with budget sheets and audit reports, 
summaries of work done and services 
provided, photos of town and school 
officials, and of course, the Warning. 
     The Warning is a list of the items that 
voters are asked to decide; these will 
appear on the ballot on Town Meeting Day. 
The Town’s Warning appears on pages 2-4 
in the town report, and the Rutland Town 
School District Warning is set out on Page 78.         
     Several ballot items call on voters to 
fund the basic business of town 
government: highway, police, fire and 
recreation departments, and our general 
budget for our listers, town clerks, transfer 
station attendants, select board, 
constables, health officer, emergency 
manager, seniors, town administrator and 
planning commission members.  

Rutland Town's Link between School and Community

RTS UPDATE 
From Sarah Tetzlaff, Principal

Thank you for your continued support of our 
school. I am incredibly pleased with the progress 
our RTS students are making. This past year has 
been challenging for students, parents, and 
educators alike. Rutland Town teachers and staff 
have consistently demonstrated utmost 
professionalism, grit, and perseverance, offering 
our children a high quality education and 
academic and emotional support. 

We have worked hard to fine-tune our 
budget to maintain quality programs while being 
fiscally responsible. In our proposed 2022-2023 
budget, Educational Spending Per Pupil is set to 
increase by 6%. We have worked extremely hard 
to keep the portion of the budget we control as low 
as possible.  Approximately 85% of the total 
increase is due to rising secondary costs. Due to a 
significant increase in the property yield, the tax 
rate is estimated to decrease by 4.67%. 

Continued on pg. 3

News from the Rutland Town 
Planning Commission

By Barbara Noyes Pulling

WANTED: YOUR IDEAS FOR DESIGNING 
THE POCKET PARK IN CENTER RUTLAND

A grant awarded to Rutland Town to design a 
pocket park at Center Rutland Falls (otherwise known 
as Mead’s Falls and Gookin Falls) and along Otter 
Creek is in its final phases. Now that a group of 
recreationalists and one of historians have produced a 
list of suggested features for the park, we’d like to hear 
from townspeople.

A public meeting is scheduled for March 3 at 
6:00 pm to review the list of suggestions and to hear 
your ideas. You will be able to attend the meeting via 
Zoom by computer or by phone. 

With the help of a grant from the Agency of 
Commerce and Community Development and 
administrative assistance from the Rutland Regional 
Planning Commission, an updated land survey was 
completed for the two-acre site (most of which belongs 
to Green Mountain Power). Continued on pg. 4



THE CIRCLE is a publication of Rutland Town 
and Rutland Town School. The newsletter 
informs the community about issues of local 
interest. Each year five issues are published 
every other month from October through June. 
The Circle is not a public forum. The Principal 
and Select Board have the authority to exercise 
editorial control over style and content of the 
newsletter. Newsletter staff include Janelle 
Faignant. For more information, mailing list 
changes, to advertise or contribute, email 
rutlandtowncircle@gmail.com, call the RTS 
office at 775-0566 or mail items to: The Circle, 
c/o Rutland Town School, 1612 Post Road, 
Rutland, VT 05701.
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7th graders are just beginning a new unit on Energy. 
As collaborative groups, they built K'nex roller 
coasters and are currently exploring how energy is 
converted from one form to another. Their ultimate 
goal is to build a roller coaster to analyze potential and 
kinetic energy. 

Katie McDougall's 
7th Grade Science Class

    RUTLAND TOWN POOL
By Sharon Garafano Russell

Select Board Member

Rutland Town Pool was built about 
42 years ago and over these years many 
of our town families have enjoyed many 
a warm day there. 

The many youngsters that have 
learned to swim with the instructions of 
swim lessons have gone on to be 
lifeguards or even better to teach their 
own children how to swim. 

We the members of the Select 
Board along with Mike Rowe want to 
keep this the facility that Rutland Town is 
proud of a safe, up-to-date pool. 

After 42 years we are seeing a 
slow drop in water level in the summer, 
cracks have appeared, and parts of the 
pump and filtration system have to be 
replaced (which as you can imagine at 
times are hard to find in an aging pool). 

We are not saying we need a pool 
this or next year, what we are saying is 
we want to prepare for what comes our 
way and not to burden the taxpayer by 
not having the money in the depreciation 
fund. 

At this time we are asking the 
voters to increase the depreciation fund 
by .0125 to bring that fund over the next 
5 to 7 years up to a reasonable amount 
to enable us to replace an aging pool 
without burdening the taxpayers with 
sticker shock. 

Thank you.
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(Town News Continued from pg. 1)  

     The Town’s proposed budgets total $2,94,128; with 
anticipated revenues of $1,942,600, that leaves a net of 
$999,528 to be raised by property taxes.  
     The proposed FY 2022-23 budget reflects a 6.84% 
increase over FY 2021-22. In large part, this is due to a 
5.9% pay hike for our dedicated town employees. The 
wage increase keeps pace with inflation and lets our 
town workers know that we value what they do for us.  
     There are other factors behind the increases. Fuel 
oil, utilities, health insurance, and even fireworks are 
more expensive. It costs more to pave our roads, equip 
our police and firefighters, run our elections.  
     The police budget has seen a significant increase, 
primarily because we are no longer receiving a $60,000 
grant which had covered most of our Police Chief’s 
salary. The Select Board made the decision to pull out 
of this grant program and concentrate our Chief’s time 
strictly on town business. We now have a full 
complement of 4 full time police officers, including our 
school resource officer, and have upped the hours for 
our department administrator to cover the increased 
paperwork that comes with an active police force. We 
have heard your many requests for increased police 
presence, and we are responding. 
     Your Select Board is confident that we will have the 
necessary income to support these proposed budgets. 
Our 1% local option tax revenues have exceeded 
expectations for several quarters. The recent surge in 
real estate sales and the spike in sales prices have 
enhanced the value of our grand list. Successful grant 
writing by our highway and police departments, our 
town administrative assistant and our planning 
commission have brought more revenues to town. Even 
the fees paid to license dogs and record deeds help 
support our government.  
     Remember to vote on Town Meeting Day, March 1. 
Please support our proposals to fund our government 
services and to move forward with needed projects. If 
you have any questions, reach out to me at (802) 
775-5189 or at mashcroft@rutlandtown.com. See you 
at the polls.   
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NEWS FROM THE REC
By Director Michael Rowe

Hello All and we hope that you are 
staying safe and enjoying the winter season. 

I would like to thank all the parent 
volunteers who have helped make our K-6 
basketball season a success during these 
very interesting times. They are Pat Whalen, 
Greg Fuller, Dennis Moser, Mark Kelly, Tom 
Velde, Kylee Velde, Alex Grimes, Tim 
Hammonds and all of our officials who have 
given their time making this a great season. 

We will be starting sign-ups for spring 
sports in mid-March so keep your eyes 
posted for the sign-up forms. 

We will be looking for coaches for our 
baseball seasons, if you are interested 
please let me know. Before you know it will 
be time for the pool and our summer 
activities. 

We encourage you to enjoy 
Northwood Park during the winter, go for a 
hike, walk your dog, maybe even strap on 
your cross country skis or snowshoes and 
explore the park. 

Please remember to clean up after 
your activities at the park. This year we will 
be adding a water bottle filling station at the 
pool and will have a water fountain down at 
the rec building by the ball fields to help 
quench your thirst. 

If you have any programming ideas 
please just let me know. 

Enjoy this last bit of winter and think 
spring.

(RTS Update Continued from pg. 1)  

As always, our priority is to maintain our 
high quality of education while continuing to be 
fiscally responsible. Please check out our Rutland 
Town School – Chargers website for more 
detailed budget information. Feel free to reach 
out to me with any questions regarding next 
year's school budget if you have any questions.
I welcome others to visit our school and meet with 
me anytime (virtually for now). Feel free to call 
the office and make an appointment at (802) 
775-0566. I also encourage everyone to check 
out our website, https://rts.grcsu.org/, and follow 
us on Facebook, https://www.facebook.com/rtsvt 
to see what is happening at Rutland Town 
School!

4th 
Grader 
Anna 
Cooley 
dissect
-ing 
owl 
pellets

mailto:mashcroft@rutlandtown.com
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Rutland Free Library Update
From Director Randal Smathers

Rutland Free is ready to help
We’re being asked to help with many new requests 

and some familiar ones:
Printing temporary license plates. The DMV has 

made it hard to get in and print vehicle plates for new 
purchases. We make it easy. No appointment, just bring 
in or email the electronic file with a note.

Leasing an apartment. Most rental units require 
extensive paperwork. Print, sign, and scan to email all in 
one stop! We’re also seeing purchasers from out of 
Vermont on a regular basis, needing help with 
paperwork.

Online job applications. Users can access our 
computers for free to apply for work.

Income tax filing. As always, RFL will have the 
common forms and can help print the uncommon ones.

Meeting space. Increasingly, people need a quiet 
space with high-quality broadband. We offer a private 
meeting room with a direct fiber optic connection for that 
virtual meeting. Our meeting rooms are cleaned regularly 
and filtered for your safety.

Imagination Library. We have partnered with a 
group of volunteers to offer free books for children ages 
birth to 5 by mail. 

COVID has been a challenge for all of us. At 
Rutland Free, we have made a point of being open, to be 
ready to serve you where and when you needed. Since 
Gov. Scott allowed us to reopen in May 2020, we have 
missed one day due to the pandemic – for staff training. 

In addition to the above services, you can borrow 
books, audiobooks, DVDs, or magazines by in-person 
browsing or calling ahead, or visit our website to 
download audiobooks or ebooks, stream ad-free music, 
movies, or documentaries, or access any of our dozens 
of databases including test prep, academic papers and 
Consumer Reports.

All these services and many more are provided at 
no extra cost to residents of Rutland Town, whose tax 
dollars support us along with those from Mendon, 
Tinmouth, Ira, and Rutland City. We also get roughly 
one-quarter of our budget through fundraising, grants, 
and our endowment, so the burden doesn’t fall solely on 
taxpayers.

We ask Town voters for approximately $24 per 
person in direct support, less than half of what City 
residents pay. We level-funded last year’s budget 
without prompting, and this year are asking only for a 
two percent increase, well below the rate of inflation. 
Please support us on Town Meeting Day. But of equal 
importance, please drop in for your free library card. See 
what we offer, and let us know what services you need 
but are having a hard time accessing. We’re here to 
help.
Thank you!
www.rutlandfree.org rutlandfree@rutlandfree.org 10 Court St., 

Rutland VT 05701 802-773-1860

Planning Commission Con't from pg. 1

Now talks are underway with GMP to gain 
access to the site for use as a pocket park. 

Building on earlier work of the Rutland 
Town Planning Commission, representatives 
from GMP, Trout Unlimited, Rutland County 
Audubon, VT Fish & Wildlife and Forest, VT 
Parks & Recreation, local boy scouts, 
neighbors, and town department heads 
created a list of recreational features. These 
include additional parking, a trail system, 
picnic areas, overlooks, and a boat launch for 
non-motorized craft. 

The history of the site is extensive, and 
dates backs to Indigenous camps, gardens 
and fishing spots, military uses during 
America’s wars for Independence, its role in 
early Rutland settlement and as a crossroads 
to its industrial uses for mills, the marble 
industry, and hydroelectric generation. A group 
of stakeholders with historical expertise 
produced some ideas for the park that include 
historical signs and a story board/kiosk 
(possibly with a web link and mobile app to a 
virtual tour) describing the history of falls and 
surrounding area, buffing up the Mead’s Falls 
historical marker, and moving the Daughters of 
the American Revolution watering trough to 
the park.

If you would like to check out the site of 
the proposed park before the meeting, below 
is a Google Map to help direct you to the site. 
The proposed park, outlined in black, runs 
along Simons Avenue between Business Rt. 4 
and the narrow railroad overpass.
 At the meeting, we’ll have another aerial 
map to share with you that shows all the 
suggested features. To join the public meeting 
by Zoom:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83611247715
Phone Number: 646 558 8656
Meeting ID: 83611247715

I hope you can join us on March 3!
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From the Rutland Town 
School Board
By Tina Keshava

Greetings from the Rutland Town School Board! 
Over the past couple months or so, we have been 
working hard on the school budget. Although Rutland 
High School unexpectedly raised their tuition by 14%, 
and the number of students entering high school 
compared to those graduating 12th grade also 
significantly went up compared to last year, we are 
fortunate that there is a surplus in the Education Fund 
from Montpelier, so there should be no increase in 
property taxes based on the school budget this year. 

Also on the ballot will be an article asking for 
permission to get a $200,000 bond for an elevator at 
the school. There is an unfinished second story above 
the gym that is currently being used for storage. Given 
that our preschool classes have a long waiting list and 
all classrooms are currently in use, we thought it was 
time to explore finishing this area. Getting the elevator 
is the first step in making this space safer and more 
usable. 

Our hope is that over the next few years, we can 
finish this floor and use it to expand services for the 
school and the community. Lastly, we recently held a 
community listening session to hear from parents and 
other members of Rutland Town. There were a mix of 
teachers and parents in attendance, and the general 
sentiment from comments was that parents are 
grateful the teachers are doing a wonderful job 
educating their children despite the challenges from 
the pandemic. We are lucky to have such excellent 
educators at our school!

Town Meeting Ballot Item 
Would Transfer $500,000 

to Pay on Fire Station Bond
By Mary Ashcroft

Select Board Chair
 
   Remember the surplus?  
     Several years ago, the Select Board 
realized that the town had accumulated 
a $3.2 million surplus from strong 1% 
local option tax revenues, and unspent 
funds from town budgets.  
     At Town Meeting in 2015, voters 
agreed to use this surplus for three 
purposes: $700,000 for a new highway 
garage, $1 million to make payments on 
the construction bond for the Center 
Rutland Fire Station, and $1.5 million as 
a “cash to open” reserve fund. The 
highway garage was built—you can see 
it at Northwood today.
     The $1 million was gradually used up 
as we paid installments on our Fire 
Station Bond. (A bond is not like a 
mortgage—the town couldn’t pay a lump 
sum down on the principal—we must 
make installment payments as 
scheduled.)  We have only enough left 
of the $1 million to make payments 
through this fiscal year. We could raise 
your taxes to continue paying on this 
bond—and one day we may have to do 
just that.  

     But we also realized that we didn’t 
need all of the $1.5 million in the cash to 
open reserve.  This fund is used by our 
Town Treasurer to pay bills during the 
start of our fiscal year on July 1 until 
property taxes are due on September 
10. Many towns must borrow money “in 
anticipation of taxes” to cover expenses 
during these “dry” months. Rutland 
Town uses its reserve, and then 
replenishes the fund so that $1.5 million 
will be ready to use the following fiscal 
year.
    We are not using anywhere near $1.5 
million each year. We feel it is safe to 
recommend to voters that we move 
$500,000 from cash to open to continue 
paying installments on the Center 
Rutland Fire Station bond. We hope 
voters will agree with this proposed 
transfer as a wise use of town funds.

7th Graders Olivia Bullock and Faith Majka using 
secchi discsto measure the turbidity of water columns.
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It has been my pleasure to serve as Moderator for the 
last few years.  Although the recent informational 
meetings have taken place on Zoom, we have seen 
healthy participation from the public.  I would 
encourage everyone to attend the next meeting, 
always scheduled for the evening prior to Town 
Meeting Day. These events are a great opportunity to 
learn about what is going on in the Town and to voice 
your thoughts on the work being done by your elected 
officials. I will be happy to serve the Town for an 
additional year as Moderator if the voters will have me. 
Matt Getty

Hello Rutland Town!

My name is Mike Delehanty, and I am running for 
First Constable. I currently hold this position, as I 
was appointed by the Select Board when the 
position became vacant last November. I’d like to 
thank the Select Board for their vote of confidence, 
and I would like to thank The Circle for allowing me 
this opportunity to introduce myself to the voters.

I was born and raised in Rutland, and my wife 
Missi and I have been living in the Town since 
2016. I am the Facilities Manager for the VNA & 
Hospice of the Southwest Region, and I also am a 
certified police officer. 

I love Rutland Town and I have enjoyed being able 
to serve in the capacity of constable for the past 
couple of months. Having worked as both a 
firefighter and police officer locally, I understand 
the many challenges facing the Town Police and 
Fire Department, and I look forward to assisting 
both departments in any way possible as part of 
my duties of Constable. 

I would greatly appreciate the opportunity to 
continue in this role. I enjoy the challenge of 
meeting the Town’s needs, and if elected, I will 
work hard to serve our community to the very best 
of my abilities.

Thank you for your consideration and I would 
appreciate your support and vote on Town Meeting 
Day.

To the residents of Rutland Town:

In March 2022, I will be on the ballot running for my 
third consecutive term on the Selectboard. I have 
been a member of the Town Selectboard for the 
last 6 years, and I am grateful for all of the support 
I have received. I currently work on the committees 
for Highway, Recreation, Town Hall Maintenance, 
Water and Sewer, and the new Public Safety 
Building. With your support I look forward to 
continuing to serve on these committees; I am 
especially excited to work on the new Public Safety 
Building. I also plan to increase our town tax base 
by encouraging new businesses in Rutland Town, 
thereby helping to stabilize the taxes for the 
residents. 

I look forward to serving Rutland Town for another 
three years. 

Thank you,
Joe Denardo

As a selectman, we have the unique ability to 
positively impact the community. Frankly, I enjoy  the 
challenge of keeping the budget in check, while 
maintaining the level of service we have. I hope you 
agree I have demonstrated the ability to work 
collaboratively and effectively, even  when sometimes 
voicing opinions different from others.  
In running for reelection, I have two major goals for 
the next two years.  

First and foremost is to continue to advocate and 
guard spending for needs only, not wants.  Examples 
of how I accomplish this include making sure the 
Town strictly adheres to  maintenance requirements 
for Town equipment to extend its useful life, avoiding 
unnecessary  maintenance and/or replacement costs 
and implementing a more definitive reporting of  
department expenditures to assist in addressing 
future needs. Another example is monitoring the 
revolving list of grants to ensure the Town is not 
missing an opportunity to apply for these funds to 
assist in its operations and reduce tax load. And 
finally, recognizing the unique opportunity the Covid 
funds provided to assist the Town in reducing its 
future tax burdens on necessary services.  

The second goal is to meet the need to replace 
McKinley station as the cinder block building is  
deteriorating, and to provide our Police with functional 
workspace. It is an important piece of  infrastructure 
that affects every citizen of the Town, young and old. 
The Selectboard has unanimously designated me as 
their point person on this project. We are hopeful you 
all see the  great opportunity we have to keep our 
taxes low, and build the last piece of infrastructure 
necessary to keep homeowners insurance rates low 
and property values high. 

I am asking for your vote for re-election to continue 
the pursuit of these important goals. 

Thank You,  
John Paul Faignant
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Dear Rutland Town Residents,

My name is Tina Keshava, and I am running for re-
election to the Rutland Town School Board for a 
term of three years. I am a parent of four children, 
three of which are still attending Rutland Town 
School, and one at Rutland High this year. 
Although I am an optometrist by training, education 
has always been a passion of mine, which is why I 
have enjoyed this past year on the board. So far as 
a school board member, I have served as vice-
chair and on the hiring, curriculum, and the 
GRCSU committees. I helped secure bussing for 
athletics for middle school students, and have 
worked on improving school lunches. I will 
continue to ask tough questions and do the work 
required to help make Rutland Town School the 
best it can be, all while keeping the budget in mind. 
I look forward to continuing to serve you on the 
school board.

Hello Rutland Town!

I am happy to announce my candidacy for Rutland 
Town School Board Commissioner for the 2 year 
seat. As a proud parent of two future Rutland Town 
graduates, I am thrilled to be a part of the Rutland 
Town School community. 

Over the past year, I had the opportunity to reflect 
on my previous term on the school board. It gave 
me great appreciation in the things we 
accomplished and the continued progress needed 
to ensure RTS remains the remarkable school it is.

I understand the amount of attention and time that 
a seat on the school board requires and I am 
committed to share my time to ensure adequate 
focus is given to the important discussions and 
decisions that come before the school board 
members. I have much respect for the current 
board, the effort they put in, and the passion they 
have for Rutland Town School. I am excited to be a 
part of these important conversations and I am 
prepared to listen and make educated decisions on 
what is best for the students, staff, and community 
members of Rutland Town. 

As always, I am most proud of the students at RTS 
and the spirit they bring to school each day. 

I am proud of what we have done and I am excited 
for the things to come. For that reason you will find 
my name on the ballot for Rutland Town School 
Board Director (2 year seat) on March 1st.  I 
humbly ask for your VOTE. 

Tim Hammond

Hello fellow Taxers Payers, 

I’m Kurt Hathaway and I’m running for the two year 
Select Board seat. I am a 25 year old business owner 
and hope to bring a younger and money conservative 
perspective to the board. I grew up around this town 
in a family of business and want to bring that 
knowledge and common sense to the Select Board. I 
may be young, but I have a lifelong future in this town 
and want to make sure good decisions are made that 
we can live with for the future. I once remember, in a 
fire department meeting, there was a debate about 
something the Select Board hadn’t done yet. A 
particular Select Board member piped up, “Whenever 
the next generation wants to step up, I will gladly step 
aside”. Well, here we are and its time for the next 
generation to step up.

I want transparency from the Select Board. I want to 
make sure we are spending our money in the right 
places and upgrading infrastructure in a conservative 
but useful manor. I want to make sure the businesses 
in the town can thrive. Mostly I don’t see the need for 
politics in a nonpolitical position. 

I also want to emphasize how important it is to vote 
NO to the fire and police station. Yes, we need a fire 
station and a police station, but we need to find a 
more conservative approach. We need to take more 
time to test the soils at the McKinley Ave lot. We need 
to find a building layout that will provide more parking 
and will better suit the future. If elected I will make 
sure we do our due diligence before bringing a better 
proposal back to the people instead of fast-tracking a 
$4M mistake. 

Thank You

VOTER INFORMATION
For Town Meeting ~ March 1, 2022

Same Day voter registration is in effect in 
Vermont allowing voters to register when they go 
to the polls. The State of Vermont requires new 
voters to provide a driver's license or social 
security card. Voters must be 18 years old on or 
before March 1, 2022.
Absentee Ballots must be dropped off at the poll 
site on Election Day before it closes Tuesday, 
March 1, 2022 at 7 p.m. Prior to that it can be 
delivered to the Town Office drop slot until 
closing, Tuesday, March 1 at 4:30 p.m. 
Vote Tuesday, March 1 from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Residents  on the east side of Route 7 vote at 
Rutland Town School. West side residents vote at 
the Town Office. 

Call the Town Office at 773-2528 with questions. 
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Article 20 
By Joe Denardo

Rutland Town Selectboard Member

Shall the Town of Rutland rescind its vote 
to elect its Road Commissioner for a 
three-year term of office and going 
forward fill the office of Road 
Commissioner by appointment by the 
Selectboard

In March of 2020 after being 
elected to another three-year term, 
former road commissioner Byron 
Hathaway informed the Selectboard it 
would be his last term. Discussions 
between the Selectboard and Byron 
ensued regarding how best to fill the 
position in the future. Due to changes 
in state mandated storm water 
management, erosion control and 
other aspects of highway 
maintenance, (to name a few), this job 
has become more challenging. The 
consensus was that a hired person to 
fill this position would be in the Town’s 
best interest going forward. This 
change requires the approval of the 
voters. 

Byron has retired after his many 
years of dedicated service, so we will 
not have him to train our new road 
commissioner. Therefore, it is critical 
to have a candidate with appropriate 
experience and qualifications to fill this 
very demanding job. We are asking 
the Town residents to consider voting 
to make this change to ensure that we 
can hire the best possible person. 

Upon a positive vote the 
Selectboard will advertise the position, 
interview applicants, and select the 
most appropriate candidate for the job. 
An appointed person does not need to 
be a Rutland Town resident, thereby 
expanding the pool of applicants. It will 
require individuals to provide a resume 
and evidence of appropriate 
qualifications. There will be an 
interview process performed by the 
Selectboard. Please consider this 
important change when you vote this 
year.

Public Safety 
Building Needed 
By John Paul Faignant 

Rutland Town Selectboard Member

Our Police Department is now at the point where 
it needs secure facilities to operate. This coincides  
with the long-standing need to replace the McKinley 
Avenue fire station as the cinder blocks used in its 
construction are deteriorating. The most economical 
way to meet these needs is to replace the current  
station with a modest Fire/Police facility that will serve 
the Town for the next 75 years. 

Rutland Town is the envy of many towns due to 
our financial health. Recognizing the unique 
opportunity  to minimize the financial impact of this 
need, the Board has voted unanimously to use all the 
Covid relief funds together with accumulated savings 
in the depreciation account to fund a 50% down 
payment on this critical piece of infrastructure needed 
for our residents. 

Building on our success constructing Center 
Rutland station under budget, we have hired the local 
architectural firm of NBF to design this facility, as it 
has for many other Vermont communities. While it 
may not be the Cadillac version some had hoped for, 
it will be a functional facility incorporating a pre-
engineered structure like the successful approach 
taken with the Town garage. The availability of Covid  
funds could not have come at a better time for our 
Town. 

Thank you for the interest and support as we 
complete the facilities necessary to meet required 
safety standards for our townspeople, our first 
responders, keep insurance rates low, and keep 
property values high. 

Public Safety Building
on local access Channel 1085

 This program will air on Sundays at 7:30 AM---
Tuesdays at 6:00 PM---and on Wednesdays at 
10:00 AM throughout the month of February.

The program can also be viewed anytime 
by streaming live video on demand on your 
computer or mobile device at www.pegtv.com

Access PEG TV Video on demand the title 
is Straight Talk with Don Chioffi, Episode 34. A 
half hour of valuable information. 
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Cheney Hill Seniors
By Randy Roberts, 

President

The Rutland Town Seniors are hoping to 
resume their monthly luncheons starting in 
March of this year.  

Please watch The Circle for date, time, and 
place.  Any Rutland Town Senior is welcome 
to participate.  Please e-mail Randy Roberts 
at the following e-mail address if you have 
questions rr1954@comcast.net.

8th graders are wrapping up their Inheritance Unit. They are exploring how traits are passed down from one 
generation to the next, as well as how proteins are made to show expressed traits. 

Katie McDougall's 
8th Grade Science Class
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One of the largest, most important tasks we 
take care of here in the Town Clerk’s office is the 
elections. I’d like to take a moment and give you a 
few pieces of information for this year, that will 
help you along with voting in Rutland Town.  

The most crucial piece of information I’d like 
to pass along to our voters is the schedule of 
ballots for the year. We have 3 elections in 2022, 
one in March, in August and in November. March 
1st will be the election of our local officials and the 
vote on budgets for our town departments and 
school. The August Primary, held on August 9th, 
will determine who will be running for State races 
in November. These ballots will not be mailed to 
you unless you request them by calling our office 
at 773-2528.  

Since the State of Vermont handles the 
election on November 8th, the Secretary of 
State’s Office will be sending a ballot to every 
active registered voter in the Town of Rutland to 
the mailing address on file. The Governor signed 
the law to do this back in June 2021.  

I’d like to ease your mind on mailed ballots. 
First of all, this office has spent an enormous 
amount of time maintaining and cleaning up the 
voter checklist for our Town. This will hopefully 
eliminate the issues that all towns were having 
back in the Presidential Primary of November 
2020. There should not be duplicate mailings, or 
mailings to people that have moved or passed 
away. Please note that the polling places at the 
elementary school and the Town Hall will still be 
open on election day. You may certainly vote in 
person in November despite receiving a mailed 
ballot. More info about this will be forthcoming, 
however, we expect there will be an affidavit 
much like in November of 2020, to fill out when 
you arrive stating that you received a mailed in 
ballot but would prefer to vote in person.

I know, in my house, we have already had 
the question of a new voter come up in 
conversation.  Many people ask me how to 
register to vote. It’s quite easy actually. There are 
several ways to register.  If you are a brand new 
18-year-old and wish to vote, like my son, then 
you can register at the DMV when you renew your 
license. 

In fact, anyone who is renewing a 
license at the DMV can register. You can also 
register by filling out the Voter Registration 
Form, if you like paper and pencil. You may 
call us or come in to obtain one of those 
forms. We would be happy to help you. If you 
prefer online services, you may register online 
as well. In fact, the same web address you 
use for this can also be used for several other 
useful election items as well. My Voter Page 
at https://mvp.vermont.gov/ is your number 
one resource for anything election related.

My Voter Page not only allows a person 
to register to vote but allows a voter to 
maintain and view all election activity. If you 
haven’t checked it out yet I encourage you to 
do so. This is also where you would change 
your address if you’ve moved within town or 
even within Vermont. In my opinion, one of 
the coolest features of this page is the ability 
to see your voter activity. When you log in to 
MVP you can view when and where you voted 
and if your ballot was accepted, especially if 
you chose to vote by mail-in-ballot. This 
feature is very important and helpful to you if 
you are curious whether or not your vote 
counted. 

There were several voters that inquired 
about the status of their ballot in the last 
Presidential Election. There is good news this 
year, in that, voters whose ballots are deemed 
defective will be given an opportunity to vote 
again. 

That is where MVP will become very 
important to you. Since we do not ask for or 
hold phone numbers here at the Town Office, 
we will not be able to call voters if their ballot 
is defective. We would need to rely solely on 
the mail. Timing then becomes an issue. 

If a voter diligently checks his or her 
voter page then he or she can see if their 
ballot is accepted or defective. They may then 
call us to request to vote again. This is new 
this year. I hope that this information helps 
you this year during the election seasons. I 
look forward to helping you and will see you at 
the polls!

A Note on Elections 
from the Town Clerk and Treasurer,

Kari Clark
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ARTICLES 21 AND 22
Cannabis Sales                                                                                      

By Don Chioffi    
Select Board Member

I guess I drew the short straw 
so I get to explain items 21 and 22 
on the Rutland Town Warning, which 
would allow cannabis sales by 
Licensed retailers or integrated 
Licensees in the Town of Rutland IN 
ESTABLISHED COMMERCIAL 
AREAS (emphasis added).

     Your board has presented these 
articles for citizens to decide 
because the state has already 
legalized and licensed these retailers 
and allowed any community in the 
state to permit them by vote of the 
municipality. 

The state has also authorized 
the municipalities to levy a tax on 
these sales, thus providing revenue 
to the towns. Since the availability is 
not an issue, and since the activity is 
state sanctioned, we felt that you 
should have the opportunity to say 
yes or no to a revenue providing 
sales activity in our town.

     There are two things that are 
important to know. First, your board 
will vote, as you do, individually, but 
has not taken a board position on 
these issues. Secondly, your board 
has listened to the citizens of our 
community who had valid concerns 
about residential neighborhoods. 

That is why the articles were 
amended to allow sales only in 
ESTABLISHED COMMERCIAL 
AREAS.

     Please get out and vote on 
Tuesday, March 1, Town Meeting 
Day.  
     

Southern VT Council on Aging
By Aaron Brush,

Senior Companion Coordinator

Vermont Senior Companion Program
For over 40 years, The Senior Companion 

Program has been a vital part of Vermont’s 
initiative to support older Vermonters (60+) in 
maintaining their independence and keep them 
living in a setting of their choice. In southwestern 
Vermont, specifically, the Senior Companion 
Program has always been exceptionally vibrant 
and active. Senior Companion volunteers assist 
older Vermonters on a daily basis with activities 
such as grocery shopping, companionship visits, 
respite care, friendly phone calls, as well as a host 
of other supports. Over the past several years, 
Senior Companions in southwestern Vermont have 
assisted more than 100 clients and have provided 
more than 5000 hours of volunteer service. 
However, due to the complications of the global 
pandemic, the state of Vermont has unfortunately 
lost many Senior Companion volunteers to 
retirement, even though the need for the help and 
support that they provide has continued to grow 
exponentially. As a result, SVCOA is in dire need of 
new Senior Companion volunteers and is actively 
searching for the right individuals to join our 
wonderful team. To be eligible for the Senior 
Companion Program, individuals must meet the 
following criteria:

Must be 55 years or older
Low income (200% of the Federal Poverty Level)

Willing to provide a minimum of 5 hours of 
volunteer service per week

In addition to having the opportunity to serve 
your community and have an enormous positive 
impact on the lives of older Vermonters, Senior 
Companions also receive a tax-free stipend of 
$3.00/hr as well as a mileage reimbursement at the 
rate of $0.50/mile. And remember, what makes the 
Senior Companion such an attractive opportunity is 
the fact that both the stipend and mileage 
reimbursement are tax-free; it doesn’t affect an 
individual’s Social Security (SSI) benefits, housing 
benefits, or any other benefits that they may be 
receiving. Not only that, but Senior Companions 
also receive paid holidays and earn Volunteer Time 
Off (VTO) for providing their valuable service.
If you or a friend or loved one wants to help others 
while joining an incredible team of volunteers, 
please call SVCOA at 802-786-5990 and ask for 
the Senior Companion Coordinator, Aaron Brush. 
You can also reach Aaron directly at 802-772-7835 
or at abrush@svcoa.net. We hope to hear from you 
soon and look forward to connecting with eligible 
volunteers who share the same compassion, 
commitment, and dedication that we do!

   

mailto:abrush@svcoa.net
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1612 Post Road
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Rutland Town Community Calendar
FEB 21-25 RTS Winter Break 

28 Rutland Town's Annual Meeting - 7 p.m.
MAR 1 Town Meeting Day

Select Board Meeting - 6 p.m.
2 RTS Early Dismissal - 2 p.m.
3 Pocket Park Meeting - 6 p.m.
10 Planning Commission Meeting - 6:30 p.m.
14 School Board Meeting - 6 p.m.
15 Select Board Meeting - 6 p.m.
16 RTS Early Dismissal 2 p.m.
29 Select Board Meeting - 6 p.m.
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