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TOWN NEWS
By Mary Ashcroft,
Select Board Chair

RTS UPDATE 
From Principal Sarah Tetzlaff

We have had a busy spring with concerts, field 
trips, and some outdoor learning. Our 8th graders 
had a wonderful trip to Washington, DC and we 
welcomed the Rutland Town Seniors to the school for 
lunch and a performance by the RTS Jazz Band. Our 
8th graders graduated Wednesday, June 14 at 6 p.m. 
in the RTS gym.

We are gearing up for summer school and are 
excited to welcome the Boys and Girls Club to RTS 
this year for summer programming. 

We encourage everyone to check out our 
website, http://rts.grcsu.org/, and follow us on 
Facebook, https://www.facebook.com/rtsvt, to see 
what is happening at Rutland Town School! 
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Thank you, Rutland Town voters, 
for your overwhelming support of 
increased funding for a new public safety 
building on McKinley Avenue! We now 
have your authority to spend up to 
$5,502,000 on the combined police and 
fire facility, and your approval to borrow 
up to $2,517,850. The rest of the funding 
for the project we already have on hand 
from ARPA funds, capital reserve funds 
and grants. Of the 931 voters casting 
ballots in the special election on May 23, 
630 approved the measure and 301 
opposed. 

Your Select Board didn’t waste 
any time getting to work. Less than a 
week after the favorable vote on the 
public safety building, we convened a 
special board meeting with Victor 
Shappy of VMS, the low bidding 
contractor, with our architect Edward 
Clark of NBF Architects, with John Paul 
Faignant, clerk of the works, and with 
Town Fire Chief Chris Clark and Town 
Police Chief Ed Dumas.  

Rutland Town's Link between School and Community

From the Rutland Town 
Planning Commission

By Barbara Noyes Pulling
Planning Commission Chair

There are an estimated 30 Short Term Rentals 
(STRs) in Rutland Town using different online 
platforms to book guests such as Air B&B, Vrbo, 
and The Landing. Over the past few months, the 
Planning Commission has taken a deliberative 
approach in considering whether an STR tracking 
ordinance was needed. 

We began by defining an STR: “a furnished 
house, condominium, apartment, or other dwelling 
room or self-contained dwelling unit rented to the 
transient, traveling, or vacationing public for a 
period of fewer than 30 consecutive days and for 
more than 14 days per calendar year.”

We clearly specified the purpose of the 
ordinance. We wanted to ensure that these rentals 
operate in a manner that protects the health, safety 
and welfare of residents and visitors alike. We also 
wanted to balance the desire of property owners to 
rent their properties with preserving the traditional 
peace and quiet of residential neighborhoods. 

Several drafts were created and reviewed by 
the Town’s attorney. For a copy of the latest 
version, please visit www.rutlandtown.com/ordinances-2/

Continued on pg. 5
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THE CIRCLE is a publication of Rutland Town and 
Rutland Town School. The newsletter informs the 
community about issues of local interest. Each year 
five issues are published every other month from 
October through June. The Circle is not a public forum. 
The principal and Select Board have the authority to 
exercise editorial control over style and content of the 
newsletter. Newsletter staff include Janelle Faignant. 
For more information, mailing list changes, to advertise 
or contribute, email rutlandtowncircle@gmail.com, call 
the RTS office at 775-0566 or mail items to: The Circle, 
c/o Rutland Town School, 1612 Post Road, Rutland, 
VT 05701
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RTS Preschool Classroom

Hello from Mrs. DuBois, Mrs. Bridgmon and 

our preschool classroom!

So many exciting things have happened over 

the past few months. We planted some 

tomatoes and new daylilies in our preschool 

garden. We took a field trip to the Wonderfeet 

museum. We took the Amtrak train from 

Rutland to Castleton. Choo Choo.

We have been counting bugs, and scouting 

out new things on the nature trail. We have 

spotted butterflies, beetles, worms, and 

frogs.  

We had our last cooking session with Mrs. 

Lambert from the HAMMS Farm in Pittsford.  

We made yummy butterflies and ate them.  

We used a cracker, radish slices, a piece of 

asparagus and some chives for the antennae.

We had a grand time this year in music and 

movement sessions with Miss Linda. Our 

favorite song has to be Big Eyed Rabbit!  Boo 

Boo!

We have had such an amazing preschool 

year! Our time together has been filled with 

so much fun, laughter and of course, 

learning!

Have a happy and fun-filled summer!

Please be kind to yourself and to one 

another!

Students from RTS preschool, pictured above and 
below.
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NEWS FROM THE REC
From Director, Mike Rowe

Hello All,
Well spring is off to a great start and there are many 

things going on at our parks this summer. The pool will be open 
daily starting June 16. You can find the info about the pool on 
the town's website. We will also be adding a few things to 
Northwood Park this summer, a swing set for the playground 
and the back nine of our disc golf will all be starting this 
summer so stay tuned. The senior luncheon will be on July 25 
at 11 a.m., so seniors mark it down for a great cookout at the 
pool. 

The fireworks will be held again at Northwood Park on 
July 2 at dusk (8:45-ish). Please save the date for our 
Townwide Celebration which will be on August 19. This is 
becoming an annual event at the park. More details to follow.

Below, some 6th graders enjoying s'mores. 

A MESSAGE ABOUT DELINQUENT TAXES
By Don Chioffi,

Delinquent Tax Collector

     First of all, thank you to the board for the appointment 
and to you voters for your support of me in this past election 
to do this job. The transition has not been easy as your board 
has a rather jaded view of this position and I have had a 
rather difficult time getting access to town equipment and 
software but I will not bore you with those details.
     I want all of you to know just what my views, policies, and 
procedures as Delinquent Tax Collector are so that we are all 
on the same footing. Our town has always had one of the 
lowest delinquency rates around and that is due to two 
factors. First, we have a very reasonable tax rate on our 
properties so we are a very affordable town to live and work 
in, and second, we have always had very responsible 
collectors of delinquent taxes who took their jobs very 
seriously and did them well. I intend to follow that model.
     There are many reasons (not excuses) why individuals 
end up being delinquent. It is my intention to work with 
those of you in this situation to resolve the situation. But 
everyone should understand this - all delinquent taxpayers 
are shifting their responsibility to pay their fair share on to 
the rest of the townspeople who are meeting their 
obligations. This is neither fair nor tolerable. The burden to 
be current in tax obligation is not on me as the collector - it 
is on those of you who are delinquent. I will be patient but 
only to a point and I will not hesitate to use every legal 
means of collection, up to and including tax foreclosure sale. 
Delinquent taxes become instantly subject to an 8% penalty 
and a 1% interest fee for the first 3 months and 1.5% per 
month thereafter. This accumulates significantly so it is both 
wise and prudent to clear this debt quickly.
     If you find yourself in this situation, it is your 
responsibility to contact me and to make arrangements to 
become current as soon as possible. You may drop off any 
payments at the Town Offices during any business hours and 
your payment should be secured and addressed to D. Chioffi, 
Delinquent Tax Collector and made payable to Town of 
Rutland. Cash payments must be verified by the staff there 
before being sealed.

     The most preferred method of payment 
would be by check or money order payable to 
the Town of Rutland and mailed to: Don 
Chioffi, Collector of Delinquent Taxes, 1812 
McKinley Ave. Rutland, VT 05701. Always 
make sure that the Property ID # is on the 
check or order. Your ID # is on your tax bill. If 
you choose to meet me at your convenience, I 
will do so and the location will be the secure 
and video monitored spot at the Municipal 
Parking lot outside Town Hall.
     For those of you who need to contact me on 
tax matters, I can be reached at 802-683-7920 
or you may e-mail me at either 
DChioffi@rutlandtown.com or at 
delinquenttaxcollector@rutlandtown.com.
     Thanks once again and it has been a 
pleasure and a privilege to serve as Chairman 
of our board the past year and I look forward to 
achieving a 0 tax delinquency as your new tax 
collector. Have a great summer everyone.



Rutland Free Library
From Director Randal Smathers

Summer Reading is back!
This year’s theme for Summer Reading Club 

is “Altogether Now,” and throughout the summer 
we’ll be celebrating community and spending time 
together through many of our programs. There is 
a mix of one-time events (Stuffed Animal 
Storytime, S’more Summer Songs for Kids, VINS 
raptors visit) and regularly scheduled events 
(Storytime, Stories on a String, Early Literacy 
Playgroup) and more.

There will also be a reading bingo for kids to 
win cool prizes, free books, and more announce-
ments as the summer progresses. It’s free to join 
(even for families visiting from out of town).

Reading over the summer is the best proven 
way to get kids off to a great start in each school 
year, without having to spend September 
backtracking, so be sure to bring yours in and get 
them into the Reading Club!

Potter Palooza
Last year, five hundred or so kids came out 

to the first Potter Palooza in Rotary Park (North 
Main St., Rutland) and everybody had a great 
time, so we’re going to be back again. Look for 
Professor Dumbledore and the RFL Book Bike 
Saturday, July 29. Watch for details … this 
promises to become one of the can’t-miss 
summer activities for families.

Meet The Palace Project
The state Department of Libraries has rolled 

out a new app for downloading audiobooks and 
ebooks. Look for The Palace Project as a free 
download in either the Apple or Google Play 
stores. It will be familiar to Libby users with a few 
wrinkles, but there are a few differences in the 
collection. It includes a huge selection of classic 
(out of copyright) titles, and large selections of 
kids’ and foreign language titles.

Building Plans
You may have seen or heard the news that 

RFL is looking to do some renovations. This is 
accurate.

During the due diligence for a potential 
move to the CSJ site, we had eliminated any 
other buildings from consideration, so we 
anticipate being at 10 Court St. for the 
foreseeable future. 
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We are now pursuing at least one 
substantial federal grant to modernize our 
current building at 10 Court St. It’s early in the 
process (grant applications are due at the end 
of August), but we’ll be sure to keep everyone 
updated as it moves ahead. We are cautiously 
optimistic about getting the grant, although it is 
competitive. 

For events, to see the latest books 
available, browse the catalog, or to access 
downloads, streams, or databases, please find 
us at www.rutlandfree.org.

Look for RFL Director Randal Smathers this summer  
on the book bike  - in costume or not!
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From the Rutland Town 
School Board

By Chair Tina Keshava
As the school year comes to a close, the board 

would like to thank the teachers and staff at the school for 
all of their hard work this year. Between learning and 
implementing the multi-tiered system of supports process, 
administering the new Cognia standardized test platform 
and all its snafus, and the myriad other things they do to 
keep our children safe, learning, and happy, we are 
grateful for them and hope they have a wonderful summer 
vacation.

A couple years ago, the voters of Rutland Town 
approved a bond for an elevator to start the process of 
finishing the second floor of the school. Unfortunately, just 
like with the new fire station in the town, the amount of the 
bond does not cover the cost of the elevator. One of the 
main reasons is because nobody would bid on the 
elevator without specs or a second egress, and adding 
those items pushed the amount of the project over the 
bond amount. 

In May, the board directed Ed Clark from NBF 
Architects to design a feasibility study for the second 
floor, which will include specs for which we can send out 
to bid more successfully. It will also contain drawings for 
the rest of the floor so that we can start thinking about 
plans to complete this space. We are currently waiting for 
those results and will be sharing them with everyone once 
we have them. We are very excited about the possibilities 
this space would allow for our school and community. 
Stay tuned for more information over the coming months!

Our meeting on July 11 will be a board retreat with 
location TBD. Our next regular meeting will be August 15 
at 6 p.m. in the school library. As always, all are welcome. 
Have a fantastic summer!

Planning Commission continued from pg. 1
A public informational meeting was held on May 

11. Twenty-two people attended the meeting; two of 
them from other municipalities. Seven people spoke 
out against the proposed ordinance: several were 
current STRs hosts/owners saying it was unnecessary 
and a financial burden and several other residents 
who thought it was too much like zoning. 

At our next meeting on June 1, we discussed 
what we had heard at the public meeting and what 
our next steps should be. Should we reduce some of 
the fees? Should we set up a scheduled review of the 
ordinance? Should we set up a committee to get more 
input from the public?  We decided that for health 
and safety reasons an ordinance was needed. We 
reduced the registration and per bedroom fees from 
$100 to $50, eliminated waivers and waiver fees, and 
clarified wording regarding state fire safety 
inspections. By a unanimous vote, we decided to send 
the latest STRs ordinance to the Select Board with the 
recommendation that it be adopted at an upcoming 
meeting. 

Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you would 
like more information. 

RUTLAND TOWN SeniorS

By Secretary Nancy Burgess

The Rutland Town Seniors held 
their May gathering at the Rutland 
Town School. We were met at the 
door by Honor Society students and 
escorted to the cafeteria. Students 
also served our lunch. These students 
were most gracious, polite and 
friendly. We were treated with a 
delicious pork dinner served with 
mashed potato, gravy, and green 
beans. Strawberry shortcake was 
served for dessert. Our appreciation to 
the kitchen staff that prepared our 
lunch.  

We were also entertained by 
the remarkable Rutland Town School 
Band for about an hour. We wish to 
thank Principal Sarah Tetzlaff and 
everyone who made this an enjoyable 
experience for us. 

The topic of a boat ride on the 
Spirit of Ethan Allen was discussed 
with details to be explained later along 
with the June meeting through an 
email.

We have had a few new 
members join which is wonderful. If 
you are not already on our senior list 
and would like information you may 
contact me, Nancy Burgess 
at hnburg738@gmail.com  or 
President Randy Roberts 
at rr1954@comcast.net.

New members are always 
welcome. As the Circle is not printed 
during the summer months, we would 
like to wish each and every one a 
fantastic summer.

For more information on senior 
gatherings, please feel free to contact 

any of the officers below:
Randy Roberts, President:

rr1954@comcast.net  
Mary Ashcroft, Vice President:

mashcroft@rutlandtown.com
Marty Wasserman, Treasurer:
martin.wasserman@comcast.net

Nancy Burgess, Secretary:
 hnburg738@gmail.com  

mailto:hnburg738@gmail.com
mailto:rr1954@comcast.net
mailto:rr1954@comcast.net
mailto:rr1954@comcast.net
mailto:-MAshcroft@rutlandtown.com
mailto:-MAshcroft@rutlandtown.com
mailto:-martin.wasserman@comcast.net
mailto:-martin.wasserman@comcast.net
mailto:hnburg738@gmail.com
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Mrs. McDougall's Science Class

7th Grade Science
Students in 7th grade science have been working on chemical change investigations. They 

investigated color change, temperature change and production of a gas. Our most recent experiment 

was to support conservation of mass during a chemical reaction, pictured below.

Tomatosphere 
Students learned which tomato seeds went to space and which stayed on Earth. They were able to 

bring home their own plant with a student-made care book and student-designed 3D print stake. More 

photos on page 10.

Above left: SPACE tomatoes - Mrs. McDougall's 8th graders with Mrs. Norton's 2nd graders. Above, right: 
EARTH tomatoes - Mrs. McDougall’s 8th graders with Mrs. Norton’s 2nd graders. 



7

Never Miss an Issue!
Read The Circle online at

www.rutlandtown.com/the-circle

By Danielle Monroe, 
Executive Director

Wonderfeet Kids' Museum is now open in our 
new, larger location at the GMP Energy 
Innovation Center, 66 Merchants Row in 
downtown Rutland. We've added many new 
exhibits and have much more room for 
everyone to explore! Our new hours are 
Tuesday-Sunday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Wonderfeet is currently booking birthday 
parties, field trips, and camp outings for the 
summer. Wonderfeet is also offering a number 
of new supports for families starting in June. 

• Every Monday from 10 to 11:30 a.m., It 
Takes a Village - our free play and 
support group, specifically for families 
with babies and toddlers, peer 
connections, and to find out about 
community support options.

• Every Monday from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
Spanish language play group and family 
meet-up, meets at the same time as It 
Takes a Village.

• The first Friday of every month from 10 
a.m. to Noon Promise Lactation 
Consulting - offering drop-in office hours 
with free baby weighing, support with 
breastfeeding, sleep, first foods, and birth 
community connections.

• The third Friday of the month from 1 to 
2:30 p.m., La Leche League of Rutland 
County - meet up for peer-to-peer 
breastfeeding support.

Older kids will be able to participate in monthly 
workshops with The Mint on the first Saturday of 
every month. Visit our Facebook page or 
website to sign up (additional fee applies). Later 
this summer we will also be adding monthly 4-H 
experiences that the whole family can 
participate in.

Wonderfeet will be open with our regular 
schedule throughout the summer, a great place 
to head when it's too hot outside, when it's 
rainy, or just when your regular routine needs a 
shake-up. We hope that you make Wonderfeet 
Kids' Museum part of your summer plans! 

Above, kids smiling with their purple donuts - Purple 
Donut Day was Saturday June 17 with special edition 
Jones' Donuts and proceeds benefitting Wonderfeet 
Kids' Museum. This year kids chose from white frosting 
with purple sprinkles or purple glaze.
Below, a kiddo from It Takes a Village playgroup at 
Wonderfeet, with special time for babies and toddlers to 
play and for their grown-ups to make friends and 
connections.



8

From Selectboard Member Sharon Russell
Yay spring is here and we are preparing for our 

next Townwide Celebration on Aug 19. The celebration 

started in  2018 and seems to get bigger every year. 

Many thanks to Mary Ashcroft for all the work 

she put in to continue this fun event. Kurt Hathaway, 

myself, and Matt Getty along with Mary will be heading 

up the crew. Hot dogs, sausage, peppers and onions, and 

hamburgers are on the menu.

Come out and enjoy free swimming for the day, 

a movie at dusk, music by DJ Brett Myre, free Happy 

Cow ice cream, a safety demo by our own RTFD, a 

speed cart challenge, a bouncy house and the Rutland 

Free Library book bike.

There will be much more as we continue the 

plans. Bring your family and enjoy the celebration.

RTS 8th Grade Class Trip:  
Washington D.C. 

Below, snapshots from the RTS 5th Graders' Living Wax Museum on June 12.
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RTS MUSIC 
By Aaron Audet, 
Music Teacher

Below are some photos of the band marching in the Loyalty Day Parade!

Happy Summer Break! 
The Circle will resume with the October '23 issue.

Town and School websites: rutlandtown.com and rts.grcsu.org
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Rutland Town School and West Rutland School 
were represented at the 2023 Lip Sync Battle held 
at the Paramount Theater in Rutland in April.

Above: SPACE tomatoes! Mrs. McDougall’s 
8th graders with Mrs. Chapdelaine’s 4th 
graders.
Below: EARTH tomatoes! Mrs. McDougall’s 
8th graders with Mrs. Chapdelaine’s 4th 
graders.

RTS 
Tomatosphere!

LIP SYNC BATTLE!
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Town News continued from pg. 1

We discussed next steps: what contracts needed to be 
signed, what timeline could the contractor give us, and when 
would we need to borrow the money. The necessary 
construction contract was immediately produced and sent to 
our town’s attorney for review. By the time you read this 
article, we expect the contract to be approved and signed.    

The project will take about 48 weeks from 
groundbreaking to completion. VMS principals have started 
checking with subcontractors to ensure that all are ready to 
move forward. Architect Ed Clark is working diligently on 
final design details. Our fire department has already 
scheduled work sessions to clear the building; they are lining 
up temporary shelter for the fire engines that must be moved 
out so the existing McKinley station can be demolished.  

Exact dates are difficult to predict, but we anticipate 
having the slab poured, the underground cistern installed, 
and the steel building in place by late fall of this year. This 
will provide a heated shell during the winter months for the 
extensive interior work needed.  

There is already good news on the cost savings front: 
by moving the fire-suppression water cistern inside and 
under the floor of the station, we will save $94,000. Because 
we have close to $3 million already on hand for this project, 
the Select Board will have some time to explore the best 
financing package for the remaining funds needed.  

Our clerk of the works will provide bi-weekly reports 
to the Select Board at our regular meetings, so watch our 
meetings - in person or via zoom - every other Tuesday 
evening to hear progress reports on this project.

The May 23 special meeting also contained some 
other important election results--races for several town 
positions.  We extend our congratulations to Matt Getty, 
Select Board member, to newly elected Listers Marie 
Faignant (formerly Fabian) and Jack McCamley, and to 
Delinquent Tax Collector Don Chioffi. All were temporarily 
appointed to fill vacancies and have now been elected by 
townspeople to those positions.  

This will be our last Circle until the fall. Don’t miss 
the fireworks on July 2 and our Townwide Celebration on 
August 19, and enjoy a safe and relaxing summer! 

NORTHWOOD POOL

SUMMER 2023

The pool will be open June 
16 for the season

FEES
RESIDENT SINGLE $35
RESIDENT FAMILY $60

NON RESIDENT SINGLE $65
NON RESIDENT FAMILY $120
LESSONS INCLUDED IN THE 
FAMILY PASS, EACH LEVEL 
CAPPED AT 10 SWIMMERS

POOL HOURS:

10AM-12PM Lessons every 1/2 hour 

12-1PM Adult Swim Mon-Fri

1-7PM Open Swim

11AM-7PM Sat and Sun

DAILY FEES
Resident Adult/Child $2/$1

Non-res Adult/Child $7/$6

SWIM LESSONS

Two 2-Week Sessions 

Monday through Friday

FIRST SESSION 6/19 - 6/30

SECOND SESSION 7/10- 7/21
 



Rutland Town School
1612 Post Road
Rutland, VT 05701

RUTLAND TOWN COMMUNITY CALENDAR
JUNE 22 Planning Commission meeting - 6:30 p.m.
JULY 2 Fourth of July Fireworks at Northwood Pool - 8:30 p.m.

4 Selectboard meeting  - 6 p.m.
10 School Board meeting - 6 p.m.
13 Planning Commission meeting - 6:30 p.m.
18 Selectboard meeting - 6 p.m.

AUG 1 Selectboard meeting - 6 p.m.
3 Night at the Pool - 5 p.m.
3 Planning Commission meeting - 6:30 p.m.
15 Selectboard meeting - 6 p.m.
15 School Board meeting - 6 p.m.
19 Townwide Celebration 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
24 Planning Commission meeting - 6:30 p.m.
29 Selectboard meeting - 6 p.m.
30 RTS 1st Day of School

SEP 10 1st Tax Installment Due
Town & School websites: rutlandtown.com & rutlandtownschool.org
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Rutland Town School ... Where Futures Begin!
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