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Section 1.  Authority  1 
 2 

Pursuant to 20 V.S.A. § 2291(13), 24 V.S.A. § 2291(14) and 24 V.S.A. § 2291(15) 3 

the following ordinance is promulgated in order to regulate the inspection, testing, 4 

maintenance, correction, and repair of fire hydrants located on private property 5 

in the Town of Rutland and those fire hydrants located in the rights of way of a 6 

public highway of the Town of Rutland that the Town of Rutland does not own.  7 

This Ordinance is designated as a civil ordinance pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 1971(b). 8 
 9 

Section 2.  Purposes  10 

 11 

The purposes of this Ordinance are to: 12 

 13 

1. Provide standards and requirements for the inspection, testing, 14 

maintenance, correction, and repair of fire hydrants located on private 15 

property of the Town of Rutland, as well as fire hydrants located in the right 16 

of way of a public highway in the Town of Rutland that are owned by a fire 17 

district or any person or entity other than the Town of Rutland. 18 

 19 

2. Ensure that every private fire hydrant to which the Fire Department of the 20 

Town of Rutland or other municipal fire department connects in the event 21 

of a fire or other emergency will function as designed to produce the water 22 

necessary to respond appropriately to the fire or other emergency. 23 

 24 

3. Protect the public health, safety, and general welfare of the Town of 25 

Rutland. 26 

 27 

Section 3. Definitions 28 
 29 

Emergency Impairment – A condition where a private fire hydrant is out of 30 

service due to an unexpected occurrence, such as frozen or ruptured hydrant 31 

components or an interruption of the water supply to the system.   32 

 33 

Fire Department – The Fire Department of the Town of Rutland. 34 

 35 

Hydrant – A private fire hydrant as defined below. 36 
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Impaired Hydrant – A private fire hydrant which is not operational due to an 37 

emergency impairment or a preplanned impairment. 38 

 39 

Impairment – A shutdown of a private fire hydrant which renders the hydrant 40 

non-operational and therefore out of service. 41 

 42 

Impairment Tag – A tag affixed to a private fire hydrant to indicate that the 43 

hydrant is out of service.  The Fire Department may determine the 44 

requirements of an impairment tag and the means and location of its 45 

attachment to a hydrant.  46 

 47 

Inspection – A visual examination of a private fire hydrant to verify that it 48 

appears to be in operating condition and is free from physical damage. 49 

 50 

Issuing Municipal Official - A constable of the Town of Rutland, the town 51 

attorney, town grand juror, administrative assistant Town Administrator, 52 

officer, and any other person designated by the Board of Selectmen Select 53 

Board to issue and pursue before the Traffic and Municipal Ordinance Bureau 54 

a municipal complaint to enforce this Ordinance. 55 

 56 

Maintenance – Work performed to keep a private fire hydrant operable or to 57 

make repairs. 58 

 59 

NFPA Standard – Publication 25 of the National Fire Protection Association 60 

(NFPA) entitled Standard for the Inspection, Testing and Maintenance of 61 

Water-Based Fire Protection Systems 2002, and any subsequent amendments 62 

or revisions thereto. 63 

 64 

Owner – The person that holds record title to the property upon which a private 65 

fire hydrant is located.  For fire hydrants located in the right of way of a public 66 

highway in the Town of Rutland that are not owned by the Town of Rutland, 67 

the owner is the person that owns the fire hydrant itself. 68 

 69 

Owner’s Designee - Where the owner is not the occupant of the premises upon 70 

which a private fire hydrant is located, the occupant, management firm, or 71 

managing individual designated by the owner through specific provisions in 72 
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the lease, written use agreement, or management contract owner to assume 73 

the responsibility to inspect, test, and maintain, correct, and repair a private 74 

fire hydrant located on the owner’s property. 75 

 76 

Person - Any institution, public or private corporation, individual, partnership, 77 

fire district, or other entity. 78 

 79 

Pre-Planned Impairment – A condition where a private fire hydrant is out of 80 

service due to work that has been planned in advance.   81 

 82 

Private Fire Hydrant – A valved connection to a water main for the purpose of 83 

supplying water to a fire hose or other fire protection apparatus and that is not 84 

located within the right of way of a public highway of the Town of Rutland.  A 85 

private fire hydrant also includes any fire hydrant located in a right of way of 86 

a public highway in the Town of Rutland that is owned by a fire district or any 87 

person / entity other than the Town of Rutland.  88 

 89 

Qualified – Having knowledge of the installation, construction, operation, 90 

maintenance, correction or repair of a fire hydrant and the hazards involved.  91 

 92 

Record – Written documentation of the inspection, testing, maintenance, 93 

correction, or repair of a private fire hydrant. 94 

 95 

Shall – Indicates a mandatory requirement.   96 

 97 

Testing – A procedure of periodic physical and operational checks used to 98 

determine whether a private fire hydrant is capable of being operated as 99 

intended and will perform as intended, e.g., water-flow tests.  These tests 100 

follow up on the original tests at intervals specified in this Ordinance.   101 
 102 

Section 4. General Requirements 103 
 104 

1. Responsibility for properly maintaining a private fire hydrant shall be that 105 

of the owner of the property or the owner’s designee. 106 

 107 
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a. Where the owner of a private fire hydrant has designated an occupant, 108 

management firm, or managing individual, through specific provisions 109 

in the lease, written use agreement, or management contract, to be 110 

responsible for the inspection, testing and maintenance of a private fire 111 

hydrant in accordance with this Ordinance, the owner’s designee shall 112 

comply with the requirements of this Ordinance and shall be subject to 113 

enforcement of this Ordinance in the event of a failure to so comply.   114 

 115 

2. By means of periodic inspections, tests, maintenance, correction, and 116 

repair, every private fire hydrant shall be maintained in proper working 117 

condition, consistent with this Ordinance, the NFPA Standard, and the 118 

manufacturer’s specifications or recommendations.  119 

 120 

3. Inspection, testing, maintenance, correction, and repair shall be 121 

implemented with the procedures meeting or exceeding those established 122 

in this Ordinance and the NFPA Standard and shall be in accordance with 123 

the manufacturer’s specifications or recommendations.  This Ordinance 124 

shall control in the event of a conflict among any of the aforementioned 125 

applicable standards.  Inspection, testing, maintenance, correction, and 126 

repair shall be performed by qualified maintenance personnel or a qualified 127 

contractor. 128 

 129 

4. The owner or owner’s designee shall notify the Fire Department of the Town 130 

of Rutland before testing or shutting down a private fire hydrant or its 131 

water supply. 132 
 133 

a. This notification shall include the purpose for the shutdown, the private 134 

fire hydrant involved, and the estimated time that the hydrant will be 135 

impaired.   136 

 137 

5. The owner or owner’s designee shall notify the Fire Department when the 138 

private fire hydrant is returned to service. 139 

 140 

6. The owner or owner’s designee shall promptly correct or repair any 141 

deficiencies, damaged parts, or impairments found while performing the 142 

inspection, testing, and maintenance requirements of this Ordinance. 143 
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7. The owner or owner’s designee shall promptly correct or repair any 144 

deficiencies, damaged parts, or impairments of any private fire hydrant of 145 

which the owner or owner’s designee has knowledge or, in the exercise of 146 

reasonable care, ought to have knowledge.   147 

 148 

8. The owner shall cause to have installed a reflective marking device which 149 

is no less than six (6) feet from the ground in order for the hydrant to be 150 

able to be located in snow. 151 
 152 

Section 5. Inspection, Testing, Maintenance, Correction and 153 

Repair 154 
 155 

1. This section shall provides the minimum requirements for the routine 156 

inspection, testing, maintenance, correction, and repair of private fire 157 

hydrants. These functions shall be permitted to be carried out 158 

simultaneously.   159 

 160 

2. On or before October 1st of each year, the owner or the owner’s designee 161 

shall inspect, test, maintain, and if necessary, correct, and repair each 162 

private fire hydrant to ensure proper functioning, with the necessary repair 163 

or corrective action taken as shown in Table 1. 164 

 165 

a. The owner or owner’s designee shall conduct an inspection of a private 166 

fire hydrant after each time the hydrant is operated. 167 

 168 

3. When conducting a test of a private fire hydrant, the hydrant shall be 169 

opened fully, and water flowed until all foreign material has cleared. 170 

 171 

a. Flow shall be maintained for not less than one (1) minute. 172 

 173 

b. After operation, the hydrant shall be observed for proper drainage from 174 

the barrel. 175 

 176 

c. Full drainage shall take no longer than sixty (60) minutes. 177 

 178 
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d. Where soil conditions or other factors are such that the hydrant barrel 179 

does not drain within sixty (60) minutes, or where the ground water level 180 

if above that of the hydrant drain, the hydrant drain shall be plugged 181 

and the water in the barrel shall be pumped out. 182 

 183 

e. A hydrant which does not drain as required shall be identified clearly as 184 

needing pumping after each operation.   185 

 186 

4. Private fire hydrants shall be lubricated annually to ensure that all stems, 187 

caps, plugs, and threads are in proper operating condition. 188 

 189 

5. Private fire hydrants shall be kept free of snow, ice, or other materials and 190 

protected against mechanical damage so that free access is ensured.   191 
 192 

6. The owner or the owner’s designee shall repair as soon as possible a private 193 

fire hydrant which is impaired or otherwise does not function as required by 194 

this Ordinance, the NFPA Standard, or the manufacturer’s specifications. 195 

 196 

a. After completing all necessary repairs to a private fire hydrant, the 197 

owner or the owner’s designee shall inspect and test the hydrant as 198 

necessary consistent with the standards of this Ordinance, including 199 

without limitation Table 1, to ensure that the hydrant is operational. 200 
 201 

Section 6.  Identification and Notification of Impaired Hydrant 202 

 203 

1. The owner or owner’s designee shall notify the Fire Department in advance of 204 

a preplanned impairment of a private fire hydrant. 205 

 206 

2. The owner or the owner’s designee shall notify the Fire Department 207 

immediately of an emergency impairment of a private fire hydrant. 208 

 209 

3. The owner or owner’s designee shall affix an impairment tag to an impaired 210 

hydrant at the commencement of a preplanned impairment and at the time of 211 

discovery of an emergency impairment. 212 

 213 
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4. Once the necessary inspection and testing confirm that repairs have restored 214 

a private fire hydrant to operational status, the owner or the owner’s designee 215 

shall remove the impairment tag and shall notify the Fire Department that the 216 

hydrant is operational. 217 

 218 

Section 7. Records  219 
 220 

1. Records shall indicate the procedure performed concerning the inspection, 221 

testing, maintenance, correction, and repair of a private hydrant.  Such 222 

records shall include the organization that performed the work, the results, 223 

and the date, as well as such other pertinent information as the Fire 224 

Department shall require. 225 

 226 

2. Records shall be maintained by the owner or the owner’s designee. 227 

 228 

3. The owner or owner’s designee shall submit to the Administrative Officer of 229 

the Town of Rutland a record of the annual inspection, test, maintenance, 230 

correction and repair of each private fire hydrant and its components using 231 

the Town of Rutland Private Fire Hydrant Inspection Form. 232 

 233 

4. The owner shall retain the original records of a private fire hydrant for the 234 

life of the private fire hydrant. 235 

 236 

5. Subsequent records shall be retained for a period of one year after the next 237 

inspection, test, maintenance, correction or required by this Ordinance. 238 

 239 

Section 8.  Enforcement, Violations and Penalties 240 
 241 

1. A civil penalty of not more than $500 may be imposed for a violation of this 242 

Ordinance.  Each week that the violation continues shall constitute a separate 243 

violation of this Ordinance. 244 

 245 

2. An issuing municipal official is authorized to recover by the issuance of a 246 

municipal complaint, civil penalties in the following amounts for each violation 247 

of this Ordinance: 248 

 249 
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First Violation     $50 250 

Second Violation    $100 251 

Third Violation    $300 252 

Fourth and Subsequent Violations    $500 253 

 254 

3. In lieu of the civil penalties provided in subsection 2 of this section, an issuing 255 

municipal official is authorized to recover a waiver fee in the following amount, 256 

from any person to whom a municipal complaint is issued, who declines to 257 

contest the municipal traffic complaint and pays the waiver fee: 258 

 259 

First Violation     $25 260 

Second Violation     $50 261 

Third Violation     $150 262 

Fourth and Subsequent Violations $250 263 

  264 

4. Other Relief - In addition to the enforcement procedures available before the 265 

Traffic and Municipal Ordinance Bureau, the Town of Rutland may pursue any 266 

remedy authorized by law, including without limitation, the maintenance of a 267 

civil action in superior court pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 1974a(b) to obtain 268 

injunctive and other appropriate relief.   269 

 270 

Section 9. Adoption and Effective Date 271 
 272 

This Ordinance is hereby adopted by the Selectboard of the Town of Rutland on 273 

this the ___ day of _______, 20__, and shall, unless a petition is filed as provided 274 

by law, become effective upon sixty (60) days from this date. 275 

Town of Rutland Select Board 276 

 277 

_______________________________________________ 278 

Mary Ashcroft, Chair 279 

 280 

_______________________________________________ 281 

Joseph Denardo, Clerk 282 

 283 

_______________________________________________ 284 

Sharon Russell 285 
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 286 

______________________________________________ 287 

Kurt Hathaway 288 

 289 

_______________________________________________ 290 

Matt Getty 291 
 292 
Table 1.  293 

 294 
CONDITION CORRECTIVE ACTION 

Inaccessible Make accessible 
Barrel contains water or ice (presence of 
either could indicate a faulty drain, a 
leaky hydrant valve, or a high 
groundwater table) 

Repair and drain; for high groundwater it 
could be necessary to plug the drain and pump 
out the barrel after each use 

Improper drainage from barrel Repair drain 
Leaks at outlets or at top of hydrant Repair or replace gaskets, packing, or parts as 

necessary 
Cracks in hydrant barrel Repair or replace 
Tightness of outlets Lubricate if necessary, tighten if necessary 
Worn nozzle threads Repair or replace 
Worn hydrant operating nut Repair or replace 
Availability of operating wrench Make sure wrench is available 
Cracked or peeled paint, exposed rust 
unpainted metal 

Remove rust, paint hydrant as necessary 

 295 
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